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Abstract
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea has defined various criteria in Article 76 to be used in the delineation of the outer limits of the extended continental shelf. South Atlantic Ocean coastal states between the Equator and latitude 60 degrees south were selected to demonstrate methods used and territory claimed by these states whilst complying with the recommendations and guidelines of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf. 
The importance of these submissions to coastal states is discussed with respect to current natural resources which can be claimed over the seabed and subsoil of the natural prolongation of its land mass.  The conjugate nature of the sedimentary basins in South America and West Africa, together with the proven hydrocarbon reserves therein demonstrates the importance of claiming these territories through the authority of the United Nations for current and future generations. 

 Mapping and analyses using OASIS MOTAJ software together with public domain satellite bathymetry, sediment thickness and submission data from Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, the Falkland Islands, Gabon, Namibia and Ascension Island have been combined on GIS software.  Thus, by integrating geological and political aspects, this work expects to be used as a contribution to the understanding, even partially, of the scope of the new geopolitical map of the South Atlantic according to the application by coastal States of Article 76 of the Convention.
