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A number of papers have been written concerning the impact of sea-level rise on specific States.  This paper will attempt to step away from the local view and consider the distribution of areas of the world that may be significantly impacted by sea level changes, either as coastal areas with limited elevations that are part of States with more elevated areas, or States that may be totally impacted by sea-level rise.

The paper is being addressed from a geographic perspective, there is no assessment of the legal acquisition and retention of sovereignty and sovereign rights, the geomorphological processes associated with sea level change or the predictions of sea level change although all these aspects are pertinent to maritime boundaries and zones of jurisdiction.
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS) requires that land contributing to limits is naturally formed (with the exception being harbour works) but consideration is given to the issues of unstable coastlines.  Should a diplomatic and legal solution be found to the sovereignty of States that are significantly threatened by sea level rise perhaps (and this is completely hypothetical) some aspects may relate to extant zones and agreed boundaries.  So leaving aside sovereignty and sovereign rights this paper will consider the distribution of areas that may be significantly adversely affected by sea level rise and the concurrence, or otherwise, of settled maritime boundaries.
