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The paper  deals with the  Norwegian support to and technical and financial cooperation with the seven West African coastal States  Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, Senegal and Sierra Leone in establishing the outer limits of their continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles, and preparing their submissions to the CLCS in this regard. The United Nations General Assembly has repeatedly called for assistance to developing States in the preparation of such submissions. The Norwegian support to the West African States is a response to this call.
Apart from scientific, technical and financial matters, Norway has also been advising our African partners on certain policy matters, drawing, inter alia, on our experience from the cooperation between the five Arctic States, which includes their mutual commitment to share data and to the orderly settlement of any overlapping continental shelf claims. 
Another experience we have drawn on when giving advice to our African partners, is our bilateral cooperation with Russia with regard to the question of how to handle unresolved issues of maritime delimitation in the context of the of the establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles as regulated both in UNCLOS and in the rules of procedure of the CLCS. The project is based on a Framework Agreement between the African States, and an Agreement on technical financial cooperation and Norwegian support, all signed on 21 September 2012 in New York. The cooperation is based on African ownership, African cooperation, and Norwegian support. 

