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Abstract

The history of the IHO/IAG Advisory Board on the Law of the Sea (ABLOS) begins with the formation of an IHO working Group to prepare a special publication on the technical aspects of the law of the sea.

The paper will follow the work of this working group and the subsequent publication of the TALOS Manual. The paper will then discuss the perceived desirability of continuing the work of this group as a group of experts who could not only keep this technical manual up to date but also offer technical advice to member states and the wider law of the sea community. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The work of ABLOS is then followed from its beginning to the present day and offers some thoughts on the way ahead in the future.
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