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Abstract

Extended continental shelf areas and the deep and ultra deep water plays that they comprise are set to offer the ‘next frontier’ for the oil and gas industry over the next 25 years. This is being facilitated by advances in drilling technology allowing for exploration to advance into ever deeper waters and further offshore as will be outlined. Further, States are increasingly offering exploration concessions at or beyond the 200 nautical mile limit. This paper builds on the contribution made by the authors at the ABLOS Conference in 2010. That paper highlighted overlapping extended continental shelf submissions on a global basis. The present paper narrows the focus to the Asia-Pacific region. The paper will provide an overview of progress towards the establishment of outer continental shelf limits as well as with respect to seabed resource exploration, particularly in deep and ultra deep waters and extended continental shelf areas, within this region. The multiple overlapping extended continental shelf submissions in the region will be systematically illustrated. As such overlaps are likely to undermine exploration efforts, options to resolve such overlaps are explored. 
