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Hello John,

We are currently working our way through all of the feedback received to date and adding the comments and edits to a single document that will be reviewed by our working group in two weeks. At this upcoming working group meeting, the feedback will be discussed and decided on whether or not the section should be adjusted accordingly. 

Thank you for your explaining your principle issues regarding the legal/liability chapter. It will most definitely be discussed and respond to you with an update after the meeting. 

Kind regards,
Jennifer

On Thu, Nov 16, 2017 at 9:38 AM, John Murray <John.Murray@ics-shipping.org> wrote:
Dear Jennifer
 
Thanks for your recent follow up requesting further information.
 
Having received no acknowledgement of our previous comments we did not pursue further detailed discussion with legal opinion on the matters raised in Section 5. 
 
The principle issue for ICS is the responsibility placed on the data collector to confirm that they are not acting contrary to the provisions of the right of innocent passage in UNCLOS. Whilst in one respect understandable, this additional complexity is problematic and has been highlight as an area of serious concern by our Members. 
 
Much more will need to be done to ensure that bathymetry data collection is acceptable worldwide, rather than in a few countries (5 are referred to in the current version of the Guidance). Violations of the provisions for the right of innocent passage may have serious consequences for shipping companies. It is not unreasonable to expect much more substantial coastal State acceptance of bathymetry data collection to be agreed before ICS can take further steps to encourage international shipping to participate in the scheme.
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