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	Executive summary:
	The relationship with the IHO CHRIS is outlined.

A summary of relevant issues arising at CHRIS 16 (May 2004) is provided.


	Actions to be taken:
	For information. 


	Related documents:
	Report of CHRIS 16 (not yet available); Abridged report (Annex A) and selected Actions (Annex B)


	Related Projects:
	Consider WG issues that may need bringing to the attention of CHRIS (next meeting September 2005). 



1. Introduction / Scope.
To briefly describe:

a. The status of CSPCWG as a successor body to CSC (Chart Standardization Committee);

b. The WG’s relationship with CHRIS (Committee on Hydrographic Requirements for Information Systems); 
c. Current CHRIS issues that may impact on the CSPCWG’s interests, through a summary of CHRIS 16 meeting (Ottawa, 28-31 May 2004);

d. To explain the requirement to keep CHRIS and its constituent WGs informed of our activities (especially through the Work Plan).   
2. Analysis/Discussion.

a. The status of CSPCWG as a successor body to CSC.  As a result of a decision at the 2002 IH Conference, the Committee status of the CSC was altered. Its successor (CSPCWG) was to become a Working Group, under the direction of the technical committee of CHRIS.  This new WG was considered by CHRIS 14 (Shanghai, August 2002); the WG itself, and its officers, were in place around the time of CHRIS 15 (Monaco, May 2003).  It has now been active for about 18 months. Much of the WG’s work over this period has been adopted from issues outstanding from the former CSC’s activities, including a period when the CSC was virtually dormant.  The WG has maintained a similar membership to that of CSC and has the largest number of participants of all the CHRIS WGs.   
b. Relationship with CHRIS.  Each WG reports to CHRIS and acts under its overall direction.  WG chairmen are members of CHRIS and represent their WGs in CHRIS activities and meetings (held approximately annually).  Each WG is obliged to report its activities and to deposit its Work Plan to CHRIS for endorsement.  A balance needs to be struck between progressing work within the remit of the WG and keeping CHRIS informed; principally, the requirement is to ensure that other CHRIS WGs are notified of deliberations and actions that may impact on, or overlap with, common areas of interest.  In terms of the CSPCWG, the main area of commonality is in the consideration of chart symbology and potential implications for the ENC product.  In order to keep CHRIS informed, CSPCWG Circular Letters are routinely distributed to the CHRIS Chairman and relevant CHRIS WGs through the chairmen (particularly C&SMWG – colours & symbols, SNPWG – nautical publications, TSMAD – S57 development).  The bringing together of the ‘Paper Charts’ WG with the CHRIS, is a deliberate effort to improve communication and better coordinate developments in the respective fields.  
c. Summary of CHRIS 16 meeting (May 2004).  CHRIS 16 met in Ottawa following the Canadian Hydrographic Conference.  A summary was placed on the web (copy at Annex A); a full account has yet to be published.  This is not intended to be an exhaustive report but the following points are highlighted for information: 
i. CHRIS has its own Work Plan which is made available through IHO.

ii. CSPCWG Work Plan was tabled and endorsed.

iii. Chairman CSPCWG took an action to review the WG’s Terms of Reference; specifically, to align them more closely with the format and content of the TOR of the other CHRIS WGs (Agenda Item 3 refers).

iv. CHRIS is attempting to bring greater procedural discipline to its methods of working. Hence CSPCWG is trying to reflect and cascade these to our activities also.

v. Adm Barbour reported on the progress made by SPWG; in the context of CHRIS, this could become the prime Technical Committee with a wider range of technical WGs reporting to it (than is currently the case with CHRIS).  

vi. The relationship between paper and digital products continue to consume much discussion time, including for example the slow take-up by the market of ENCs, the utilisation and appropriateness of raster charts, and the perceived lifespan of paper products.     

vii. ENC product consistency issues have been reviewed by RENCs.

viii. CHRIS proposed the re-constitution of the WG to develop the Hydrographic Dictionary S-32, including the inclusion of the S-52 Glossary of Terms.
ix. US (NOAA) notified CHRIS of its intention to investigate the feasibility of deriving paper charts from ENC (”Printed ENC”).  Action remains on US to report to CHRIS 17.       

x. Whilst S-57 Edition 4 is being worked upon (to complete by end 2006?), flexibility of the standard remains an issue and a challenge – e.g. there is already an accumulated maintenance list of items needing attention within Edition 3.1 (Archipelagic Sea Lanes, Environmentally Sensitive Sea Areas).  But currently, ENC cannot absorb all changes being introduced in paper charts.  
xi. Exploitation of Print on Demand (POD) technology is being explored (Work Item led by US/NOAA).
xii. Concern expressed over the resources provided by Member States to adequately pursue certain activities (especially C&SMWG & SNPWG). 

xiii. Information Paper tabled by AU on Port Security Limits (Chart Content agenda item 8.8 refers). 

d. CSPCWG Chairman reported to CHRIS 16. The next formal report, including a revised and updated Work Plan, will be tabled at CHRIS 17 (September 2005) for endorsement. Substantive items requiring significant resource and /or those items particularly impacting on other WGs will need to be highlighted. All CSPCWG Circular Letters are routinely distributed to CHRIS Chairman and CHRIS WG chairmen (particularly C&SMWG) to keep them informed of our activities and discussions. 
3. Resource implication.
None  

4. Benefits.
To inform the WG.
5. Working Groups.
Not applicable (N/A).
6. Any other relevant information not covered elsewhere.  N/A
7. Justification.  N/A
8. Target completion date.  Report to, and deliver updated Work Plan to timescales required for CHRIS 17 (scheduled for September 2005).

9. Related activities and dependencies.   N/A
10. Action Required. 
None. 
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16TH CHRIS MEETING

Ottawa, Canada, 28-31 May 2004

Under the Chairmanship of Mr. Ole BERG of Denmark, the 16th CHRIS Meeting convened at the conclusion of the Canadian Hydrographic Conference. The Agenda provided the IHB, RENCs and subsidiary bodies of CHRIS the opportunity to report on their accomplishments, discuss their future plans and exchange views on the status of electronic charting. Of particular importance was the agreement amongst CHRIS membership to the ENC Consistency Study and its ENC coding recommendations. These recommendations will be submitted to IHO Member States for approval and subsequent posting on the “Use of the Object Code” section of the IHO Website. The adoption of these coding practices by all ENC producers will significantly enhance the seamlessness and user-friendliness of ECDIS.

This meeting marked the 2nd time that the Chart Standardization & Paper Chart Working Group (formerly the Chart Standardization Committee) fell under the auspices of CHRIS. The numerous discussions on the difficulty of S-57 Edition 3.1 in accommodating new symbols under consideration for paper charts demonstrated the importance of this relationship, if we wish to maintain some degree of similarity between paper chart and electronic chart symbols.

A significant aspect of the meeting dealt with the continuing evolution of S-52 and S-57. An ad hoc working group convened to fully scope the actions necessary to harmonize and link the Hydrographic Dictionary (S-32) with the Glossary of ECDIS related terms (S-52, Appendix 3). The latest status report of S-57 Edition 4 was provided and the related migration to ISO standards. A presentation by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provided a status on the development of Inland ECDIS standards and highlighted the need to maintain familiarity with these developments. The Colours and Symbols Maintenance Working Group announced the latest edition of the Presentation Library and highlighted the future difficulties. The expertise, time and funds to maintain this effort is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain from Member States’ Hydrographic Offices and a new approach to the maintenance of the Presentation Library and response to users’ questions should be investigated.

CHRIS has always acknowledged the importance of industry in the successful accomplishment of its work program. This is reflected in its TOR/ROP which are comparatively liberal in allowing observers to participate in its workings. The meeting welcomed the intent of the CIRM letter requesting formal observer status and of the work of the SPWG in codifying observer accreditation of the Organization. To ensure an effective exchange of views between CHRIS and those activities interested in its deliberations, the CHRIS members agreed to devote one session of its next meeting to the forum previously termed “Industry Days.”

The complete CHRIS minutes should be posted on the IHO Website by mid-July 2004. The next CHRIS meeting is scheduled for 5-8 September 2005 in Rostock, Germany.
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16th CHRIS MEETING
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SELECTED ACTIONS
	CHRIS 16 ACTION
	CHRIS 16

AGENDA

ITEM
	SUBJECT
	ACTIONS

(in bold, action by)

	1
	3
	CSPCWG

TOR
	Chair CSPCWG to monitor the revision of the CSPCWG Terms of Reference, so as to align them with other CHRIS ToRs; to report back to CHRIS/17.  
(See CSPCWG 1  agenda item 3)

	4
	5.1
	ENC

Consistency
	IHB to forward to IHO MS by CL the recommendations to improve ENC consistency, copy to ICCL and CIRM; to also post them on the IHO website. (Completed, see IHO CL 47/2004)

	6
	5.3
	Printed ENCs
	USA (NOAA) to continue with current investigations with an intention of reporting to CHRIS/17

	10
	6.5
	CSPCWG Activities
	Chairman CSPCWG to amend the CSPCWG Work Programme by expanding CSPCWG scope to collate national criteria for issuing chart -updating Notices to Mariners.  

(See CSPCWG 1 agenda item 7.7.5)

	15
	13.2
	Port Security

Limits
	IHB to seek and coordinate responses from M/S regarding the principle of where administrative borders such as port security limits should be included: chart products or nautical publications or both?  

(See CSPCWG 1 agenda item 8.8)


