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To CSPCWG Members







Date 13 November 2003
Dear Colleagues,

Subject: Archipelagic Sea Lanes (ASLs)
High on the list of priorities for the new CSPCWG is to develop new symbology for ASLs (Work plan item D.2).  IMO discussions on ASLs concluded in 1998 when agreement was reached on both the general provisions for ASLs and the adoption of a partial system of ASLs in Indonesia. However, implementation of the Indonesian ASLs was delayed pending finalization of Indonesian legislation. Symbology was developed, agreed by CSC in 1998, and incorporated in the general provisions in Part H of IMO’s publication Ships’ Routeing.  Copies of the agreed symbology were also provided to the Chairman of C&SMWG at the time.  For IHO implementation, it was decided that inclusion of ASLs in M-4 and INT 1 should await the intended rewrite of M-4 sections B-435 and B-436 covering Routeing Measures, or the implementation of the first ASLs, whichever were the sooner.  

The draft amendments to B-435 and B-436 needed to await the outcome of other CSC discussions before completion, which was delayed by the protracted discussions on ESSAs in general, and coral in particular. (ESSA will be the subject of a further CL).  All work stopped with the disestablishment of the CSC.  However, the Indonesian ASLs have now been implemented, and various nations have included them on their charts, using the basic symbol proposed by CSC and adopted by IMO, some with variations which some HOs have found advisable when using the symbol in practice.
I have included as annexes a copy of the relevant portion of Ships’ Routeing, Part H, showing the CSC agreed symbols and associated text, and a paper prepared by UKHO commenting on their experiences in using the symbology and the reasons for adapting a national version of it.  UKHO chart 2056 (Edition 4 published 28 August 2003) is a good example of a chart using UKHO’s adaptation of the symbol (a section is attached).
CSPCWG members should state whether:

A. they consider the symbol as agreed in 1998 by CSC (and included in Ships’ Routeing) should be adopted at once, or
B. they consider the symbol to be adopted should be modified, similar to the variation used by UKHO, or 
C. they propose other options.  (If so, please give details).

Other CHRIS WG members are welcome to send their comments.  CSPCWG Secretary will then prepare a new draft paragraph for section B-435 of M-4.  
Please respond by 8 January 2004, preferably using “reply to all” email.  This will allow other WG members to read your comments and agree (or perhaps disagree) with them.  In the short term, we propose to use this system experimentally, as a simple form of discussion forum.  If your email does not have a “reply to all” facility, please copy the address list from the email carrying this letter and enter it as the address list for your outgoing response.  (Of course, if you want to make your comments private to the Chairman and Secretary only, you are free to do this).

Finally, I hope you have had opportunity to look at the CSPCWG page on the IHB website, which has now been populated with our basic documents. Circular letters will also be added as they are issued.

Yours sincerely,
Peter G.B. Jones,
Chairman
Annex A: General Provisions for the Adoption, Designation and Substitution of Archipelagic Sea Lanes
Annex B: Depiction of Archipelagic Sea Lanes in Indonesian Waters on United Kingdom Admiralty Charts

Attachment: Portion of UK chart 2056
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