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1. SHOM is very concerned with the paper charts and ENCs dual production. Nearly 20% of the French hydrographic office (SHOM) cartographic staff is directly engaged in ENC production. However, it is not realistic to grow up the ENC production staff more due to the paper charts production service to maintain, the current heavy training load and the lack of feedback.

2. French ENC production plan is targeted as soon as possible to providing ENC coverage for SOLAS class vessels transiting “La Manche” and “Le Pas-De-Calais” and those entering French major harbors. Priorities are defined taking into account the traffic range and the navigation complexity of the areas. An harbor coverage is defined from coastal to harbor or berthing navigational purpose.

3. 40 ENCs are in production, and about 23 coastal and 4 approach ENCs, covering the English Channel and the Strait of Dover, are expected to be officially available from January 1999 at the beginning of the NE RENC ENC Service (PRIMAR).

4. SHOM is not able to produce the ER files yet. Considering the NE RENC cooperating arrangement (COA), ECC will produce them on behalf of France.

5. A release of the French paper charts and ENC production system is in progress and should be available after next Summer. Productivity improvement, training load decrease and ability to produce the ER files are expected.

6. SHOM is concerned with the suitable contents of the ENC. Nevertheless, France is waiting at mariners’ and manufacturers’ feedbacks before reconsidering the contents of the ENCs. The current SHOM strategy is to encode the ENC from paper charts and databases.
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