1
2

CHRIS/10/12.20

10th CHRIS MEETING

Singapore, 30 October – 1 November 1998

UK REPORT ON PROGRESS IN ENC PRODUCTION

1. The UKHO has developed an ENC production capability based on software produced by the British company LaserScan. To date, UKHO has produced over 100 cells of ENC based on a similar number of large and medium scale paper charts. The current rate of production is 15 cells per month, working two shifts per day for the initial data capture and attribution. Many of the ENCs produced are being used at sea in various trials and demonstrations.

2. S-57ed3 data was first produced at the end of 1996 for the original SHARED demonstration. Since then, there has been a continuous development of the system in order to improve both the quality of the ENC data and to improve the efficiency of the production system itself. This is an ongoing process with various software upgrades at present being both implemented and undergoing testing prior to implementation. This process necessitated some rework of some of the early ENC cells. The update production system is also being refined in a similar way.

3. The consequence of the above point is that the UKHO will not release all currently produced cells of ENC for issue. These will only be released when the quality of data is fully satisfactory and the associated updates can be provided on a regular and timely basis (ie weekly and in step with the issue of the equivalent paper chart Notices to Mariners). It is expected that some 48 cells will be released in December 1998 to the Northern European RENC for distribution. It should be noted that as a member of this RENC, together with nine other HOs, all UKHO produced ENCs will be distributed through this RENC.

4. The geographical cover of UKHO production is mainly in UK waters, together with some other areas where UK provides the original charting, for example in parts of the Red Sea and Gulf. ENCs in Netherlands waters, providing large scale cover of Europoort and approaches, have also been produced on behalf of the Netherlands HO. The content of UKHO ENCs is essentially similar to that of the equivalent paper chart, together with some additional information, such as from the List of Lights.

5. The total number of UK charts required to be converted into ENCs is close to 1000. Serious consideration is therefore being given to increasing the rate of ENC production by means of contracting out such work. An invitation for “expression of interest” was published in the European Journal and 17 responses were received by the close date in August 1998. Evaluation of these responses in now in hand, and it is planned to invite a short list of companies to tender for future production work. It is likely that several companies will be selected for this work. Final quality control work will be undertaken by the UKHO, as will the ongoing database management and update generation.

6. Some work is being carried out to specify training courses in ENC familiarization and production for external students, for example from other HOs.
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