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As outlined by IHO, the Department has accorded priority to the production of ENCs for our area of responsibility. The Department has off-loaded the task of digitizing the updated navigational charts to a private firm working in collaboration with CARIS to accelerate the production of ENCs in S-57 Ed. 3 format by the Department. In the first phase, the Department has taken up the production of ENCs of coastal charts, approach charts and harbour charts simultaneously. At present, 25 ENC data sets submitted by the firm are ready for validation by the Department. The first ENC for Bombay Harbour is presently undergoing sea trials. It is expected that about 20 ENCs will be ready for sea trials by end 1998/early 1999, which are being organized and on receipt of the sea trial reports, ENCs would be made available to the marine community."







