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RNC Availability and Usage

1. The entire folio of 376 Australian charts is commercially available in HCRF form on one CD-ROM.   The charts are marketed as Seafarer( charts and have been available for about 18 months.   In addition, GeoTIFF charts are available for use in GIS.

2. Official raster charts have been introduced into the Navy ahead of ECDIS for use in submarines, ships, and aircraft.   They are also be used by, amongst others, the Army, Customs, Water Police, Port Authorities, Government Authorities, Maritime training institutions, Maritime Museums, the Australian National Library, The Sydney Olympics Organising Committee and The Department of Environmental Protection.

Seafarer( Viewer Software

3. Demand for a raster chart viewer for non-navigation and reference uses ashore has resulted in the development of Seafarer( Viewer.   This desktop software package has had the pleasing effect of increasing public and government service awareness of the availability and utility of official charts.

RNC Systems

4. There are currently five manufacturers licensed to incorporate Seafarer( charts into ECSs.   They represent both Australian and world manufacturers.   Another four licences are pending.

Chart Production Benefits

5. The use of raster as the basis for paper chart maintenance has continued to provide savings in manpower and materials.   Repromat is now routinely produced from print ready negatives generated directly from raster files.
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