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RASTER NAUTICAL CHART DEVELOPMENT

IN THE UNITED STATES

Raster Nautical Charts (RNC) of the United States have been commercially available since 1995.  These RNCs have been produced by Maptech, Inc. under the authority of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) which is the national hydrographic office.  The RNCs have become very popular with mariners.  They now outsell the paper charts by 50 percent.  Paper chart sales have not been affected by these sales of raster charts.  Sea trials of a weekly update service for the RNCs will start in October 1998.  

Approximately 80 companies have licensed the raster chart format used for NOAA charts.  At least 24 software companies make navigation software that uses the U.S. raster charts.  One major chart production system now provides raster chart output in the NOAA format as a standard feature.  Licensing of the format to national hydrographic offices is provided free through NOAA.

Experience at sea with raster charts supports their use for SOLAS vessels.  In 3 separate surveys, the U.S. has gathered information from mariners using RCDS at sea in real-world, everyday navigation situations. This work was done to assess the safety and operational effectiveness of RCDS.  The trials provide important information that confirms the suitability of RCDS for SOLAS compliance. The results of the trials are available on the World Wide Web at http://chartmaker.ncd.noaa.gov/ocs/rnc/raster1.htm.

