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1. IEC 61174 Now an International Standard 

Following a formal voting process that was completed in June 1998, IEC 61174 was officially published by IEC as an International Standard on 24 August 1998.  In terms of scope and content, there were no changes from the Committee Draft for Voting (CDV) version issued in November 1997.  IEC Publication 61174 may be ordered (in printed form) from the IEC website address:

www.iec.ch/cgi-bin/procigi.pl/www...61174

2. Transas Marine NAVI SAILOR 2400 ECDIS is the First Type-Approved ECDIS

On 29 March 1998, the Russian Department of Maritime Transport and the Russian Maritime Register of Shipping issued a Type Approval Certificate for the Transas Marine NAVI SAILOR 2400 ECDIS.  This certification was based on Draft International Standard (DIS) version of IEC 61174 issued in March 1998.  The ENC Test Dataset used was produced by the Head Department of Navigation and Oceanography of the Russian Federation, and conformed to the specifications contained in Annex F of IEC 61174.  

3. ENC Test Data Set for IEC 61174

a) Prior to the formal publication of IEC 61174 as an international standard, there were concerns within IEC Secretariat about the merit of issuing IEC 61174 before the ENC Test Dataset had actually been issued IHO.  Fortunately, the two ENC Test Datasets prepared by the UK HO and CHS on behalf of IHO were “completed” in April 1998. The ENC Test Dataset prepared by the UK HO was then turned over to the IHB and made available on the IHB Website.


b) 
Since the ENC Test Dataset represents a tangible and functional example of ENC Product Specification contained in IHO S-57 Ed3, any “official” ENC Test Dataset should ideally undergo a proper validation process (i.e., objectively tested to make sure it is valid and can be used for testing purposes).   One means to confirm that two HOs could produce a uniform and consistent ENC would be to conduct, an independent evaluation of the two ENC Test Datasets produced by the UK HO and CHS using tools QC/QA tools developed by SevenCs and Hydrographic Sciences Australia.  If no significant differences were found between the two ENCs tested using two different QC/QA tools (i.e., a 2 X 2 test matrix validation process), then the ENC Test Dataset prepared by the UK HO could be objectively confirmed as valid, and declared the “official” IHO ENC Test Dataset.

4. Concerns about the IHO S-52 C&S Specifications

A number of concerns have been expressed by manufacturers and type-approval authorities about the IHO S-52 Colour and Symbols Specifications.  The recent announcement of 46 pages of proposed amendments to S-52, App. 2 was not well received.  Criticism has been made about ECDIS Chart I, colour calibration tables, night display colours, introduction of complex linestyles for curved lines, an up-to-date C&S Presentation Library, and arbitrary measures related to SCAMIN.  As stated in the 14 Sep 98 e-mail from the Chairman of the C&SMWG, these problems are caused in part due to the fact that C&S specifications received limited at-sea testing and that they have become quite “extensive and complex.” The fact that the C&S specifications are perhaps too extensive and complex (i.e., over-specified?), indicates the need to clarify and simplify.  Over the next few months, an effort will be made to compile a list of problem areas that warrant attention.  These will be brought to the attention of the C&SMWG and TSMAD.

5. Status of IEC TC80/WG7

Now that IEC 61174 has been formally published by IEC, IEC TC80/WG7 is currently inactive. However, beginning in early 1999, it is expected that TC80/WG7 will be reconvened to begin work on a second edition of IEC 61174.  The work program will likely include:


Back-up Arrangements 


IHO S-52 Colours and Symbols (e.g., colour calibration)

Navigation Symbols (e.g., harmonizing radar/ARPA, AIS, and VTS navigation symbols)


RCDS (if approved by IMO in December 1998)

It is also anticipated that some modifications to IEC 61174 will be required as a result of experience gained from:  manufacturers trying to achieve what is called for;   type-approval authorities in testing/validating;  and, mariners actually using the various IHO specifications that have been developed.  

6. Second Edition of IEC 61174

It is hoped that the next edition of IEC 61174 can be completed within two years after IEC TC80/WG7 is reconvened. 
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