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CHRIS/10/8A

10th CHRIS MEETING

Singapore, 30 October – 1 November 1998

3rd WEND MEETING

Goa, India , 14-16 January 1998

The 3rd WEND meeting was held at the Cidade de Goa Beach Resort in Goa India. The Resort has conference facilities and ample and very adequate accommodation was available for the delegates. The Indian Naval Hydrographic School in Goa was responsible for the meeting arrangements which were very competently undertaken. For delegates traveling long distances it was a very welcome sight to see a colourful banner and table at Goa Airport to greet them manned by well dressed, polite and knowledgeable members from the School.

The meeting was officially opened by Mr S.Y. Narain, Minister of Surface Transport in the Indian Government .  The Indian Naval Chief Hydrographer, RAdm K. Srinivasan , after having introduced the delegates, made a welcoming address and presented the first Indian produced ENC of the area.

The Dr Peter Ehlers was the Chairman, the IHB, as the Secretariate of WEND was represented by Cdre Neil Guy and Dr Lee Alexander offered to be the Meeting Rapporteur. 

Cdre Guy reported on the results of the 9th CHRIS meeting held in Monaco during November 1997, as well as the progress of the Strategic Planning Working Group. The Interim Report of the SPWG, which was scheduled to be reviewed during this meeting, was presented by him.  Cdre Guy also reported on the progress and state of the various publications relating to ECDIS.

Many national reports on the progress by Member States in the production of S-57 Ed.3.0  data had been reported to the CHRIS Meeting and these were updated  at the meeting. Those States that had not yet reported presented written reports.

The Northern European RENC was established in 1992 with 14 Hydrographic Offices participating.  Since then this RENC has progressed and 10 of these States have entered into a cooperative arrangement to investigate the issues related to revenue, operating costs and sales (see diagram in the centrefold). In addition it is the intention of the RENC to investigate data authentication, data consistency (QA procedures) and fair-trade practices. Database management of the NE RENC is being done at present by the Electronic Chart Centre (ECC) in Norway and by the UK Hydrographic Office in Taunton. Interest has been expressed by States outside of this RENC area to participate at some level as an interim measure until a RENC is formed in their area. Mr Gilles Bessero reported that the west Mediterranean and Black Sea States have decided to join the NE RENC. Portugal and southern Africa and eastern Atlantic countries could also consider participating in the NE RENC as either, an interim measure, or with specific agreements.

Dr Nishida of Japan reported on developments in the East Asian RENC which was being developed differently to the NE RENC. The idea for this RENC is that of a Virtual RENC where it would consist of a network of Hydrographic Offices in the Area. 

Adm. Komaritsyn reported that as a delegate from Estonia was not present it would be inappropriate to report on RENC developments in the Baltic Sea but he could report that consideration was being given to the establishment of a Virtual RENC for that area similar to that of the East Asian proposal. A paper was also read to the meeting by the Russian delegation objecting to a WEND document The Development of the WEND which they regarded as being an effort to coerce States outside of the NE RENC into joining it.

RENC areas under consideration included Canada and the United States of America, India, Australia and New Zealand, and the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico.

A number of Trial Projects were reported on such as :  The ECHO Project (Norway, the UK and Finland), the SHARED Project (Singapore and the UK) and the BAFEGIS Project (Germany and Sweden)

Financial policies, bilateral arrangements, proposals for the implementation of the WEND principle, quality assurance and control, RENC communications and interaction, data security, the responsibility for the integration of ENC data into the RENC system, and the situation in the interim period before world-wide RENC coverage could be achieved , were discussed.

The possible provision of raster data as an interim measure in the absence of S57 was also discussed. No decision was taken but the IHB affirmed its intention to poll Member States for their views on the matter of the use and role of raster data prior to the IMO NAV 44 meeting in July 1998.

The Terms of Reference of the WEND were considered in the light of Decision 1 of the XVth Conference and approved. Dr Peter Ehlers was reelected as Chairman and RAdm K.R.Srinivasan was elected Vice-Chairman.    
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