Third meeting of the International Hydrographic Organization - European Union Network Working Group

The third meeting of the International Hydrographic Organization - European Union Network Working Group (IHO-EU Network WG - IENWG) took place in Paris (Saint-Mandé) France, on 9 and 10 June 2015.
Participants:

· Paul Canham, United Kingdom Hydrographic Office (United Kingdom)
· Suzanne Dael, Danish Geodata Agency, Geodatastyrelsen (Denmark)

· Thomas Dehling
, Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt und Hydrographie (Germany)

· Panagiotis Gkionis, Hellenic Navy Hydrographic Service (Greece)
· Yves Guillam (International Hydrographic Bureau)

· Gerhard Heggebø, Norwegian Hydrographic Service  (Norway)
· Laurent Kerleguer, Service Hydrographique et Océanographique de la Marine (France)
· Corine Lochet, Service Hydrographique et Océanographique de la Marine (France)
· Gaël Morvan, Service Hydrographique et Océanographique de la Marine (France)

· Yves-Henri Renhas, Service Hydrographique et Océanographique de la Marine (France)
· Magnus Wallhagen, Hydrographic Office, Swedish Maritime Administration (Sweden)
Summary report and decisions:
1. Welcome and approbation of agenda 
Michel Even has been chairman since the first meeting, 2 September 2014. Within SHOM, he has been replaced by Laurent Kerleguer, who welcomes the participants. 
In compliance with ToR 4c, the IENWG elect a chair. Laurent Kerleguer is the only candidate. No objection is raised. Laurent Kerleguer is elected.
The draft agenda is adopted. (pdf as attached file 1).
The chairman proposes the aims of the meeting (file 2).
2.  Participation in EMODnet programme  
Gaël Morvan presents the feedback from EMODnet II, bathymetry (file 3).
The bathymetric layer plays a role of a base layer. Links with other layers should be clarified by DG Mare. We discuss the question of who are the final users and how their needs are taken into account by DG Mare.

Thomas Dehling presents the state of North Sea Bathymetric Database (file 4).

Most of Member States agreed to join the North Sea Bathymetric Data Base. This Data Base could be one of the providers of EMODnet III. 

We agree that it should be emphasised that the data provided by HOs are authoritatives.

All participants discuss the specifications EMODnet III bathymetry should meet (file 5).
We discuss the way to make the DG Mare aware of our position regarding the specifications as well as how to build the best response to a call for tender which could be published.
3. Participation in Horizon 2020 programme
Yves-Henri Renhas presents the process of Horizon programming: the framework programme and the two year work programmes (file 6).

Magnus Wallhagen presents the project EfficienSea 2, (file 7) which is 85 % funded by European Commission in the frame of Horizon 2020 programme (call for proposals MG4.2 2014).
Gaël Morvan briefly presents SeaDataNet I and II as well as GeoSeas, marine knowledge projects, which were funded by Framework Programme for Research 6 and 7 which have been followed by Horizon 2020.
Yves Guillam reports on the Brussels conference 16-17 April 2015, “The Atlantic-Our shared resource. Making the vision reality.” on the implementation of the Galway statement:

(http://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/news-events/news/20150430_1_en.htm)
During the Irish presidency, Galway, 24 May 2013, representatives from Canada, the United States and the European Union, agreed to join forces on Atlantic Ocean Research. Yves Guillam represented IHO at the conference and made a presentation on the need for hydrography.
He draws our attention specially on the Atlantos project which gather 63 partners whith a budget of 21 M€.
The following project is in straight line with hydrographic issues:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/pdf/20141121_17_pilot_initiative_mapping_the_atlantic_seafloor_en.pdf
4. Rules regarding updates on ECDIS devices 
As it is explained in the paper written by IHB (file 8), Electronic Navigational Charts comply with the standards which may be updated. The ECDIS which read those charts should be updated accordingly. However, SOLAS regulations which IMO maintain, do not take into account this need to update ECDIS. The European Union set out the directive 2014/90 relevant to marine equipment. The IHO suggests that the implementation of this directive take into account the need for updating ECDIS.

In order to promote such an implementation and to improve relevant regulation, the IENWG invites all Hydrographic Offices of member States of IHO of European Union and European Economic Area to call the attention on this issue to the Maritime Administration of the State to which they belong  (action D2.1 in the Work Programme).
5. Maritime spatial planning updates from HOs; update from MSDI WG
Suzanne Dael presents (file 9) some views on the Danish Maritime Spatial Data Infrastructure (MSDI), on Baltic Sea MSDI WG and Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP). Each member of the group gives the status of MSP implementation in the State to which he belongs. It seems that the principles of the MSP implementation are not yet fully established.
6. Policy towards the European Commission and Parliament
The tender submitted by the consortium which gathers lots of HOs has been deemed by the European Commission as the best they have received. We are awaiting the subsequent service contract.

A meeting with members of the European Parliament-Intergroup Seas Rivers Islands and Costal Areas has been arranged by the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of  Europe on 2 July 2015.

The MODEG (Maritime Observations and Data Expert Group) should be superseded by another organisation during the EMODnet jamboree in Ostende 20-21 October 2015. The IHO should be represented in this organisation.
7. Work programme and agenda of IENWG
In order to update the IENWG file in the web site of IHB, Yves Guillam demands that the file of members of the group should be updated, (file 10).
The work programme has been updated just after the meeting (file 11).

8. Next meeting and list of actions
As the group has now been well established, the periodicity of the meetings could be eased. We plan to meet twice a year. Next meeting is planned 16-17 November 2015 in Saint-Mandé. 
We should propose an agenda at least four weeks before the meeting. We should post the documents in the IHO website in due time, so as to allow the HOs of EU/EEA member States who do not belong to the IEN WG to be aware of the issues to be addressed.

List of actions is in file 12.

�Delegated by Mathias Jonas.  Only 9 June. By phone conference, from Rostock 





