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MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION
& GUIDELINES

All whales, dolphins, porpoises, and seals in the North-
east region are federally protected by the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). Most large whales
in the area are also protected by the Endangered Spe-
cies Act (ESA). Under these laws, it is illegal to harass
any marine mammal. Harassment is defined as any act
of pursuit, torment, or annoyance which has the poten-
tial to injure or disturb a marine mammal by interrupting/
changing behavioral patterns such as migration, breath-
ing, nursing, and feeding.

Even if you have good intentions, the operation of
vessels around whales has the potential to harass
them. Guidelines have been developed to help
boaters (commercial & recreational) avoid harassing
marine mammals, inadvertently violating the law, and
potentially injuring the whales. Violations of these laws
can result in penalties such as fines and imprisonment.
Adhering to NOAA's whale watching guidelines not
only helps protect whales, but also helps keep boaters
and their passengers safe.

*RIGHT WHALE REGULATIONS*

North Atlantic right whales
are especially vulnerable to
ship strikes and therefore
additional regulations are in
place to provide extra protection to this species. North
Atlantic right whales are protected by regulations that
prohibit approach within 500 yards (1500 ft.). Any
vessel finding itself within the 500 yard (1500 ft.) buffer
zone created by a surfacing right whale must depart
immediately at a safe and slow speed. Only vessels with
appropriate research permits, commercial fishing vessels
in the act of hauling back or towing gear, or any vessel
given prior approval by NOAA Fisheries Service to
investigate a potential entanglement may remain within
500 yards of a right whale. If you cannot identify the
species of whale you are watching, assume it
is a right whale and maintain a 500 yard buffer.
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Additionally, mandatory vessel speed restrictions of 10
knots or less also apply to vessels, 65 feet in length or
greater, in certain areas and times along the US east
coast. For more information:
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/shipstrike

or the Endangered Species Act may
result in civil or criminal penalties (up
10 $50,000). To report potential illegal
activities, call the NOAA Office of
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| MILE - 1/2 MILE AWAY FROM WHALES

Reduce speed to |3 knots. *  Reduce speed to 10 knots.

Post a dedicated lookout to assist the vessel
operator in monitoring the location of all marine
mammals.

Avoid sudden changes in speed and direction.
AIRCRAFT: maintain a minimum altitude of 1,000 ft.
over water.

1/2 MILE OR LESS FROM WHALES other than
Right Whales*

*  Reduce speed to 7 knots.

* Maneuver to avoid head-on approach.

CLOSE APPROACH PROCEDURE

The following procedures apply to both the

Stand-By & Close Approach Zones for all

whales except right whales.*

e Always parallel the course and speed of moving
whales up to the designated speed limit within
that distance.

*  Never attempt a head-on approach to the whale.
*  Approach and leave stationary whales at no more
than idle or “no wake” speed, not to exceed 7

knots.

* Do not intentionally drift down on whales.

*  Vessels in multi-vessel approaches should maintain
communication with each other (via channels 9,
I3, or 16 for hailing) to coordinate viewing.

* Take into account the presence of obstacles
(vessels, structures, fishing gear, or the shoreline).
All vessels in close approach must stay to the side
or behind the whales so they do not box in the
whales or cut off their path

STAND-BY ZONE

300 feet - 600 feet away from whales:

*  Two vessel limit within the 300- to 600- ft Stand-
By- Zone at any one time.

CLOSE APPROACH ZONE

100 feet - 300 feet away from whales:

*  One vessel limit.

*  Other vessels stand off (up to two vessels in
Stand-By Zone - others outside 600 feet).

¢ |f more than one vessel is within 600 feet, the
vessel within 300 feet should limit its time to 15
minutes in close approach to whales.

NO INTENTIONAL APPROACH
WITHIN 100 FEET OF WHALES
If whales approach within 100 feet of your vessel, put
engines in neutral and do not re-engage propulsion
until whales are observed clear of harm’s way from
your vessel.

DEPARTURE PROCEDURES

All vessels should leave the whales following the same
speed and distance procedures described above. In
order for vessels to be clear of whales before dark,
vessels should cease whale watching and begin their
return to port |5 minutes before sunset.



