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Negative Tidal Surges Warning Service

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 14th session in the Hague, June 1983,

Being aware of the Negative Tidal Surges Warning Service which has been provided by UK since 1973,

Recognizing that safety of navigation at sea depends on maintaining adequate underkeel clearance at all times and that circumstances and economic pressures may sometimes result in decisions to operate with minimum underkeel clearance,

Bearing in mind that, in December 1982, a record negative surge took place (2.35 m at Sheerness) and that such an occurrence will put at risk ships operating with small  underkeel clearance,

Taking into account the recent developments of shipping in the North Sea at Europort which will increase the number of deep-draught vessels navigating in the Dover Strait and southern North Sea.

Records the opinion that the Negative Tidal Surges Warning Service is a significant element in the prevention of ship groundings with associated risk of pollution,

Calls upon UK to ensure the continuance of the Negative Tidal Surges Warning Service.








