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Submarine Cables in  Fisheries Charts

The Fifth Conference of the North Sea Hydrographic Commission,

Having taken notice of the fact that generally no accurate information regarding the position of submarine cables is available and that in particular fishermen are likely to cause damage to such cables with their fishing gear;

Considering that submarine cables in some cases are not shown as prominently as is desirable in the NSHC fisheries charts, without wanting to change IHB Resolution B 167;

Having further taken notice of the reluctance of certain states members to show fishing limits in the fisheries charts under their responsibility because of frequent changes in the base lines from which these limits are measured;

Requests the Royal Danish Hydrographic Office, being the coordinator for the Cartographic Rules for Fisheries Charts,

1.  to suggest a new wording for Rule 10 to effect that the existing symbol for submarine cables shall 

be printed  in a bolder line on fisheries charts and that the word ”cable” be more frequently repeated;

2.  to suggest a new wording for Rule 11 making optional the charting of fishery limits on fisheries                   charts;

Requests the Directing Committee of the International Hydrographic Bureau to take up contact with the International Cable Protection Committee in order to acquire accurate positions of submarine cables from them, for dissemination amongst Member States in a form considering most suitable by the Bureau.

Remarks: F judges the status as ‘effective’ as there still is a need of accurate positioning of submarine cables. From SE and DK point of view the status can be ‘effective’ as long as conclusion 2 is effective. It could as well be ‘obsolete’ as all those old TRs are transferred into M-4 and INT 1 as the symbol and the demand for accuracy belongs to all types of charts. See IHO M-4: 443. 










