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London, 1988
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Underkeel allowance for deep draught vessels in the Dover Strait and approaches

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 17th Conference in London in May 1988;

Recognising the role of its Members as publishers, in Sailing Directions, Mariners’ Routeing Guides and Deep Draught Planning Guides, of official recommendations for underkeel allowances (UKAs);

Having noted the April 1988 statement by the IMO Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) that recent studies have shown the present recommended UKA of 4 metres to be inadequate;

Having further noted that these recent studies, undertaken independently by different national Departments of Transport, recommend a range of UKAs varying between 5.7 metres and 9.5 metres, and contain some degree of conflict;

Being aware that at least one additional national study of UKAs is at present in progress;

Being further aware of the IMO MSC invitation, to Administrations which publish advice on UKAs in the Dover Strait and approaches, to ensure that the information provided by their Hydrographic Offices is harmonised, so as to avoid confusing the mariner;

accordingly

Recommends that all appropriate Departments of Transport should urgently provide, for publication by the respective national Hydrographic Officers, agreed values for UKAs throughout this important area.

Remarks 1997: F: Proposed status: In force? Comment: if the issue is considered still outstanding, the ‘urgency’ is doubtful, more than 8 years later!

NL: The recommendation has not lead to agreed underkeel values. It is noted (in the NL) that the UK values are rather conventional and also based upon conventional assumptions.      However, no agreement has been reached as to what the recommendation should be to shipping.       The subject will undoubtedly  come on the agenda again during the new discussions on survey-frequency in that area, which will be initiated by France (following item B-1 at the 22nd NSHC).    Now the Conclusion is still to be carried into effect.






