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Working Group on Copyright and Pricing related Matters

	The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 24th conference in Reykjavik, September 2000;

Accepts the report of the Copyright Working Group, dated July 2000, and following the recommendations of the Group concludes as follows :

1. The work of the Group is completed. However its members are considered an expert pool of collective know-how on copyright matters that can be called upon to advise NSHC members on an ad hoc basis.


2. The Custodianship Scheme should be retained as an ongoing working model. It should be implemented within the bilateral process.


3. The Standard Copyright Licensing Agreement – version 6.0. – should be used as the basis of future national licences and bilateral arrangements.


4. NSHC members involved with PRIMAR should give consideration to whether PRIMAR will eventually be in a position to take on a central role for service provider licensing.


5. NSHC members licensing S-57 data should carefully consider their policies on the following subjects :

· How best use can be made of HO and PRIMAR logos as a means of identifying official ENC data.

· At what level and on what basis fees should be set when licensing S-57 data to service providers.

6. Future decisions on Service Provider Licensing should take into account that a standard arrangement may lead to exposure to challenge under competition legislation.


7. The series of company matrices should be completed and maintained up to date and that the DK Mapinfo solution should be considered as an alternative way of speeding up the calculation of royalties.
The Swedish list of companies with which NSHC nations have made contact should continue to be maintained up to date.


8. In order to detect and combat infringement :

a. Positive relations should be maintained between HOs and licensees.

b. HOs should remain vigilant as to the activities of the commercial sector, even where good relations appear to exist.

c. HOs should actively seek to discover incidences of infringement. The importance of implementing discovery procedures can not be stressed too highly.

d. Where infringement is detected action should be taken quickly so as to avoid the suggestion that HOs acquiesce in the activities of the infringer.

e. HOs should be determined and forceful in pursuing their claims and give consideration to a more pro-active, litigious approach to infringement.

f. HOs should give consideration to including ‘footprints’ within their products.


9. The publication of a list of licensees and the maintenance of such a list should be a matter for the individual HO to decide.




