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13th Meeting of the South West Atlantic 
Hydrographic Commission (SWAtHC) 

Buenos	Aires,	25	and	26	April	
 

Contribution	to	the	IHO	Work	Programme	2019	

Task	
3.2.1.13	

Prepare	 for	 and	 report	meetings	 of	 the	 South	West	 Atlantic	
Hydrographic	Commission	(SWAtHC)	

	

The	13th	meeting	of	the	South	West	Atlantic	Hydrographic	Commission	(SWAtHC)	was	hosted	by	
the	Servicio	de	Hidrografía	Naval	 (SHN)	 (the	Argentinian	Hydrographic	Service),	on	25	and	26	
April	in	Buenos	Aires.	Twenty	delegates	attended	the	meeting,	chaired	by	Captain	Pablo	Tabarez	
(Uruguay).	All	three	IHO	Member	States	of	the	Commission,	Argentina,	Brazil	and	Uruguay,	were	
represented	 together	 with	 the	 Associate	 Member,	 Paraguay	 and	 the	 Observer	 State	 Bolivia.	
Three	industry	stakeholders	(Teledyne	CARIS,	Kongsberg	and	IIC	Technologies)	participated	in	
the	meeting	as	Observers.	The	 IHO	Secretariat	was	represented	by	Director	Mustafa	 Iptes	and	
Assistant	Director	Alberto	Costa	Neves.	

The	meeting	considered	measures	to	raise	the	hydrographic	awareness	of	Paraguay	and	Bolivia	
on	the	importance	of	becoming	IHO	Member	States	and	the	benefits	of	hydrography	as	part	of	
the	 national	 infrastructure.	 Both	 are	 already	 Members	 of	 the	 IMO	 and	 parties	 to	 the	 SOLAS	
Convention	and	Paraguay	was	an	IHO	Member	from	1967	to	1969.	

Argentina	 reported	 on	 the	 progress	 of	 hydrographic	 surveys	 and	 the	 new	 charts	 and	 new	
editions	 in	 paper	 and	 electronic	 charts	 for	 both	 the	 coastal	 and	 inland	 waters.	 A	 new	 chart	
scheme	for	the	Parana	River	was	established.	The	meeting	was	informed	on	the	contribution	to	
the	 national	 spatial	 data	 infrastructure	 and	 to	 the	 national	 research	 system.	 Progress	 was	
reported	 in	 the	 International	 Bathymetric	 Chart	 of	 the	 Southern	 Ocean	 (IBCSO)	 and	 in	 the	
national	water	 level	 framework.	An	MSI	 trainer	was	nominated	during	the	meeting	to	support	
the	provision	of	training	in	the	region.	

Brazil	 informed	 the	meeting	on	 the	recent	hydrographic	 surveys	 in	coastal	and	 inland	waters,	
including	 the	contribution	 to	 the	delimitation	of	 the	extension	of	 the	continental	 shelf	project.	
The	 incorporation	 of	 a	 new	 survey	 vessel	 was	 announced	 to	 the	meeting.	 The	 branch	 of	 the	
Paraguay‐Parana	Waterway	under	Brazilian	responsibility	was	100%	covered	by	inland	ENCs	(1	
840km).	Brazil	 announced	 the	new	 tools	 to	 use	 social	media	 for	promulgation	 of	 information	
and	 the	 current	 prediction	 system	 for	 ports.	 Brazil	 further	 informed	 the	 meeting	 that	 one	
student	 from	 Bolivia	 and	 one	 from	 Angola	 are	 currently	 enrolled	 at	 the	 Category	 "A"	
Hydrographic	Programme	on	a	scholarship	support.	

Uruguay	reported	progress	in	surveys	in	coastal	areas	and	in	inland	waters.	New	charts	and	new	
editions	were	issued	since	the	last	meeting.	Transition	from	offset	to	print‐on‐demand	continues		
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and	now	accounts	 for	2/3	of	 the	 total	production.	The	participation	 in	water	 level	monitoring	
and	other	environmental	projects	were	reported	to	the	meeting.		

Paraguay	 reported	 on	 the	 actions	 taken	 since	 the	 2014	 IHO	 Technical	 Visit	 and	 received	
indications	of	support	 from	Member	States	 to	sustain	progress.	Paraguay	has	 the	 third	 largest	
river	 fleet	 in	 the	world.	 Bolivia	 reported	 numerous	 hydrographic	 surveys	 in	 its	 nearly	 2	 900	
rivers	 and	 water	 bodies,	 including	 a	 survey	 in	 three	 reservoirs	 at	 5	 200	 m	 altitude.	 Bolivia	
informed	 the	 meeting	 on	 the	 preparation	 of	 a	 cartographic	 plan,	 the	 ongoing	 project	 of	 a	
hydrographic	act	and	the	support	of	capacity	building	from	neighbouring	countries	in	the	region.	
A	strong	interest	in	joining	the	IHO	was	manifested	during	the	meeting.	

The	 meeting	 considered	 the	 way	 ahead	 for	 cooperation	 and	 capacity	 building,	 the	 close	
cooperation	 with	 the	 Intergovernmental	 Committee	 of	 the	 Paraguay‐Parana	 Waterway,	 the	
contribution	to	the	GEBCO	Seabed	2030	project,	the	developments	of	inland	ENCs	in	cooperation	
with	 the	 Inland	 ENC	Harmonization	 Group	 (IEHG)	 and	 the	 coordination	 of	Member	 States	 to	
participate	in	all	bodies	of	the	IHO.	

Participants	celebrated	the	fact	that	there	are	no	significant	overlaps	in	the	region	and	that	work	
is	 in	 progress	 to	 eliminate	 the	 existing	 ones.	 A	 gap	 between	 Brazil	 and	 Uruguay	 ENCs	 was	
recently	 identified	 and	 eliminated,	 in	 accordance	 with	 the	 IHO	 Resolutions	 and	 WEND	
Principles.	Additionally,	all	ENCs	have	their	CATZOCs	assessed,	an	 indication	of	 the	good	work	
and	 cooperation	 that	 exists	 in	 the	 region.	 The	 region	 developed	 its	 ENC	 scheme	 that	 was	
presented	to	the	WENDWG9	meeting	and	will	be	input	to	the	INT2GIS	II	system.	

Receptions	were	held	on	the	Brazilian	Oceanographic	Vessel	Antares	that	had	called	in	the	port	
of	Buenos	Aires	and	at	the	Corvette	Uruguay,	a	maritime	museum	of	the	Argentinean	Navy.	

The	 next	 Conference	 will	 take	 place	 on	 5	 and	 6	 March	 2020	 in	 Brazil,	 the	 exact	 date	 to	 be	
confirmed.		

	
Participants	of	the	SWAtHC13	meeting.	
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63rd Meeting of  

the Nordic Hydrographic Commission 
Helsinki,	Finland,	10	to	11	April		

	

	

Contribution	to	the	IHO	Work	Programme	2019

Task	3.2.1.7 Prepare	 for	 and	 report	 meetings	 of	 the	 Regional	
Hydrographic	Commissions	(RHC)	/	NHC	

	

The	63rd	Meeting	of	the	Nordic	Hydrographic	Commission	(NHC)	was	held	in	Helsinki,	Finland,	
under	 the	 chairmanship	 of	 Rainer	 Mustaniemi,	 National	 Hydrographer	 of	 Finland.		
Representatives	 from	all	NHC	Member	 States,	 namely	 Sweden,	Denmark,	 Finland,	 Iceland	 and	
Norway	attended	the	meeting.	The	IHO	Secretariat	was	represented	by	Director	Abri	Kampfer.	

The	NHC63	agenda	covered	a	wide	range	of	topics	of	mutual	 interest	with	the	Member	States’	
reports	 and	 the	 additional	 briefs	 on	 the	 activities	 of	 the	 International	 Hydrographic	
Organization	 (IHO),	 Inter‐regional	 Coordination	 Committee,	WEND	Working	 Group,	Maritime	
Spatial	 Data	 Infrastructure	 Working	 Group,	 Crowd‐Sourced	 Bathymetry	 Working	 Group	 and	
IHO/IOC	GEBCO	Project.		Director	Kampfer	briefed	the	Commission	on	current	IHO	activities	and	
the	 preparations	 for	 the	 forthcoming	 3rd	 Council	 meeting	 and	 second	 session	 of	 the	 IHO	
Assembly.	 	 Feedback	 was	 received	 on	 the	 activities	 of	 the	 IHO‐European	 Union	 Network	
Working	 Group	 (IENWG).	 	 The	 two	 Regional	 ENC	 Coordinating	 Centres,	 Primar	 and	 IC‐ENC,	
reported	on	their	activities	

Some	of	the	topics	provoking	in‐depth	discussions	included:	

‐	Report	from	the	Nordic	Strategic	Workshop;	

‐	Crowdsource	bathymetry	data	policies	

‐	New	concepts	for	the	provision	of	S‐100	based	data	products;	

‐	 The	 ADAPT	 project	 in	 Sweden	 in	 optimizing	 seagoing	 public	 transport	 in	 an	
archipelagic	environment.	
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The	participants	of	the	NHC63	meeting.	

	

Feedback	was	 provided	 by	 the	 two	NHC	 expert	 groups,	 the	Nordic	 Surveys	 Expert	 Group	
(NSEG)	 and	 the	 Nordic	 Chart	 Production	 Expert	 Group	 (NCPEG).	 	 Experience	 where	 also	
shared	 on	 national	 projects	 and	 organisational	 restructuring	 of	 national	 hydrographic	
services.	

	

An	Open	Session	was	 convened	as	a	post	meeting	event	and	 two	 industry	presentations	were	
delivered	 “Introduction	 to	Fugro’s	Rapid	Airborne	Multibeam	Mapping	System	(RAMMS)’’	 and	
“Shallow	Area	Hydrographic	Survey	Project	in	the	Baltic	Sea	Using	a	Combination	of	MBES	and	
Bathymetric	LiDAR’’.		Both	presentations	were	well	received	and	generated	some	discussion.	

	

On	 completion	 of	 the	 meeting	 Iceland	 assumed	 the	 responsibility	 as	 Chair	 and	 Vice‐Chair	 in	
accordance	 with	 the	 prescripts	 of	 the	 NHC	 Statutes.	 	 The	 64th	 NHC	 meeting	 will	 be	 held	 in	
Iceland	in	March	2020.	
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Monaco Exhibition on "Historical Nautical Charts 
and Mediterranean” 

Monaco	Yacht	Club,	Monaco,	1‐14	April	
 

Contribution	to	the	IHO	Work	Programme	2019

Task	1.3.1	 Promote	the	IHO	through	publicity	and	public	relations	
initiatives.	

 
The	 years	 2019	 and	 2021	 are	 important	 in	 the	 history	 of	 the	 International	 Hydrographic	
Organization	 (IHO).	 	 The	 year	 2019	 will	 mark	 the	 centenary	 of	 the	 1st	 International	
Hydrographic	 Conference,	which	was	 held	 in	 London	 in	 1919	 and	 the	 year	 2021	will	 be	 the	
centenary	of	 the	establishment	of	 the	 International	Hydrographic	Bureau	(IHB)	 in	Monaco	as	
precursor	of	the	modern	IHO.	The	IHO	Secretariat	has	undertaken	the	centenary	celebrations	of	
the	International	Hydrographic	Organization	as	important	milestones	of	the	IHO.	In	this	regard,	
it	has	been	planned	to	organize	exhibitions,	symposiums,	outreach	events	and	similar	activities	
over	the	next	three	years..	

As	the	first	event	under	the	IHO	Centenary	Celebrations,	the	Secretariat	of	the	IHO	organized	an	
Exhibition	on	"Historical	Nautical	Charts	and	Mediterranean”	from	1	to	14	April	2019	which	was	
held	at	the	Monaco	Yacht	Club.	The	Curator	of	the	exhibition	was	Mr	Ali	Riza	Isipek	(Turkey).	

	

Opening	Ceremony	of	Monaco	Exhibition	honoured	by	HSH	Prince	Albert	II	of	Monaco.	

	
The	 exhibition,	 presenting	 a	 stunning	 collection	 of	 historic	 sea	 charts,	 ship	models	 and	 other	
artefacts,	was	opened	by	HSH	Prince	Albert	 II	 of	Monaco	on	1	April	 2019	and	appreciated	by	
numerous	distinguished	guests.	The	exhibition	also	attracted	numerous	local	and	international	
visitors,	exposing	them	to	the	historic	art	of	nautical	charting	during	the	two	weeks.	
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Visitors	had	 thus	 the	opportunity	 to	 learn	about	 famous	cartographers,	 the	maritime	world	of	
the	 Mediterranean,	 types	 of	 old	 ships,	 historic	 navigation	 methods,	 old	 nautical	 charts	 from	
different	 countries	 and	 tools	 used	 for	 navigation.	 This	 immense	 heritage	 was	 displayed	 by	
means	of	oil	paintings,	wooden	ship	models,	tiles	(maps	and	miniatures	on	ceramic),	portolans	
(world´s	first	nautical	charts),	flags,	navigational	tools	and	informative	roll‐up	banners.	A	section	
dedicated	to	Prince	Albert	I	of	Monaco	was	also	displayed	at	the	exhibition.	

 

 

HSH Prince Albert II of Monaco and the IHO Secretary-General Dr Mathias Jonas during the  
Inauguration Tour of the Exhibition. 

 

	

	


