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Chair: 
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David Wyatt, IHB 
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Brazil, Japan, Republic of Korea, United Kingdom  

 
Canada, Chile, Denmark, Indonesia  
 
UN DOALOS and IHB 

Observers:  Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, India, United Kingdom 

 see Annex A for full details 

Meetings Held During Reporting Period 
ABLOS 19 and 7th ABLOS Conference 1 – 6 October 2012  Monaco 
 
Future Meetings 
ABLOS 20    28 – 29 October 2013  Muscat, Oman 

Work Program 
The 7th ABLOS Conference was held at the Princess Grace Theatre, Salle du Ponant, Monaco 3-5 October 2012 
with the theme “UNCLOS in a Changing World”.  The ABLOS 7 Conference was held in conjunction with GEBCO 
Science Day at the same venue, which was jointly opened by His Highness Prince Albert II.  The ABLOS 
Conference comprised a full programme with 30 papers delivered across 12 sessions in 3 days.  Professor 
Robert Beckman from Singapore, Director of the Centre for International Law and Associate Professor Faculty of 
Law at the National University of Singapore gave the Keynote Address. 
 
Under Work Plan Item C1 and as part of the IHO CB programme, a LoS workshop was conducted in Vietnam in 
November 2012 for the East Asia Regional Hydrographic Commission.  A request was also received from the 
Sultanate of Oman for a similar workshop for the ROPME Sea Area Regional Hydrographic Commission; it is 
planned to hold a seminar following the ABLOS 20 meeting in October 2013. 
 
The drafting of the 5th Edition of the TALOS Manual (C-51) has been undertaken as Work Item B2 with the final 
draft completed and available on the IHO website publications section.  The revised version is submitted to 
HSSC 5 for endorsement prior to circulation to IHO Member States for approval, on completion of which it will be 



 

 

circulated to IAG Members for their final approval and subsequent full publication via the IHO and IAG websites.  
The following significant amendments and changes have been included with respect to the current 4th Edition: 

a. Upon review of the old text, the Editorial Group determined that Chapter 2 (Geodesy) was 
most in need of substantial revision in order to better reflect current theory and practice in surveying and 
satellite-based positioning.  This has been achieved and that Chapter has been re-written in its entirety. 
b. Minor changes were recommended and implemented for Chapters 4 and 6 (Baselines and 
Bilateral Boundaries, respectively); recommended alterations to Chapters 3 and 5 (Nautical Charts and 
Outer Limits, respectively) were identified but in light of scheduling issues, their implementations were 
deferred to the 6th Edition. 
c. In a significant departure from previous editions, selected illustrations throughout the Manual 
have been rendered as animations by Andi Arsana (Gadjah Mada University) and Clive Schofield 
(Wollongong University), with a view to better explaining certain concepts and procedures.  Where 
appropriate, figure captions contain links to the website of the International Hydrographic Organization 
where the animations may be accessed. 

Progress on HSSC Action Items 
N/A 

Problems Encountered 
N/A 

 
Any Other Items of Note 
Professor Sunil Bisnath, Canada, assumed the position of Chair of ABLOS following the closure of the 7th 
ABLOS Conference in October 2012 and Mr John Brown, United Kingdom, was elected as Vice-Chair.  Both 
positions are for a 2 year period expiring at the closure of the 21st ABLOS Business Meeting in 2014.  Due to the 
programmed 5th Extraordinary International Hydrographic Conference taking place in Monaco 6-10 October 
2014, it was decided to postpone the 8th ABLOS Conference until October 2015. 

Conclusions and Recommended Actions 
N/A 

Justification and Impacts 

N/A 

Action Required of HSSC 
The HSSC is invited to: 

a. Note this report 

b. Approved the revised Terms of Reference for ABLOS at Annex C 

b. Endorse the continuation of ABLOS to pursue its work under its revised Terms of 
Reference 

c. Endorse the draft Edition 5.0.0 of the TALOS Manual, C-51 and circulate to IHO Member 
States for final approval 

d. Review and endorse the work program at Annex B 
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MEMBERS OF ABLOS 

 
IHO representatives: 
 

John Brown (Vice-Chair) {October 2012 – October 2014} 
Law of the Sea Division 
U.K. Hydrographic Office 
Ministry of Defence 
Taunton 
Somerset 
TA1 2DN 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Tel:   +44 1823 723 407; Fax:   + 44 1823 353 075 
E-mail:   John.Brown@ukho.gov.uk 
 
Shin Tani {October 2010 – October 2014} 
Chief Hydrographer 
Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department Japan Coast Guard 
2-5-18 Aomi 
Koto-ku 
Tokyo 
135-0064 
JAPAN 
Tel:   +81 3 5500 7124; Fax:   +81 3 5500 7142 
E-mail:   soarhigh@mac.com; ico@jodc.go.jp 
 
Commander Izabel King Jeck {July 2013 – July 2017} 
Brazilian Navy Hydrographic Centre 
Rua Barão de Jaceguay S/N 
Ponta da Armação 
Niterói – RJ 
CEP 24048-900 
BRAZIL 
Tel:   +55 21 2189 3026; Fax:   +55 21 2189 3237 
E-mail:   izabel@dhn.mar.mil.br, izabelkj@terra.com.br 
 
Professor Hyunsoo Kim {July 2013 – July 2017} 
School of Law 
INHA University 
253 Yonghyun-dong 
Nam-gu 
INCHEON, 402-751 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Tel:   82-32-860-7924(o) 
Fax:   82-32-860-7914(o) 
E-mail:   Kimhsoo@inha.ac.kr 
 

IAG representatives: 
 
Dr. Ir. Sobar Sutisna, M.Surv.Sc. {July 2011 – July 2015} 
Director of Center for Defense-Boundary Research 
Defense University of Indonesia (IDU) 
Jl. Salemba Raya 14 
Jakarta 
INDONESIA 
E-mail:   cdbr.idu@gmail.com 

mailto:ico@jodc.go.jp
mailto:izabel@dhn.mar.mil.br
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Dr Niels Andersen {January 2012 – January 2016} 
Deputy Director DTU Space 
Technical University of Denmark 
National Space Institute 
Elektrovej 
Building 327 
2800 Kgs. Lyngby 
DENMARK 
Tel:   +45 4525 9783 
E-mail:   na@space.dtu.dk 
 
Prof. Sunil Bisnath (Chair) {October 2012 – October 2016} 
Associate Professor - Geomatics Engineering 
Department of Earth and Space Science and Engineering 
Petrie Science and Engineering Bldg. 129 
York University 
4700 Keele Street 
Toronto 
Ontario 
M3J 1P3 
CANADA 
Tel:   +1 416 736 2100 ext 20556;   Fax:   +1 416 736 5817 
E-mail:   sbisnath@yorku.ca 
 
Dr Juan Carlos Báez Soto {May 2013 – May 2016} 
Associate Professor 
Director of Department of Geodesy and Geomatics 
Universidad de Concepción 
Campus Los Angeles 
CHILE 
Tel :   +56 43 405246 ;   Fax :   +56 43 405223 
E-mail:   jbaez@udec.cl 
 

DOALOS ex officio representative: 
 
Mr. Vladimir Jares 
Secretary, Commission of the Limits of the Continental Shelf 
Division of Ocean Affairs & the Law of the Sea (DOALOS), United Nations 
New York 
NY 10017 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Tel:   +1 212 963 1234; Fax:   +1 212 963 4879 
E-mail:   jares@un.org or doalos@un.org  
 

IHB ex officio representative: 
 
David Wyatt (Secretary) 
Assistant Director 
IHB 
4B Quai Antoine 1er 
BP 445,  
MC98011 Monaco Cedex 
Principauté de MONACO 
Tel :   +377 93108100; Fax:   +377 93108140 
E-mail:   adso@iho.int 

mailto:sbisnath@yorku.ca
mailto:jbaez@udec.cl
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IHO Observers: 
 
Commodore Ravi Nautiyal 
Director (International Affairs) 
For the Chief Hydrographer 
National Hydrographic Office 
107-A, Rajpur Road 
Dehradun 
Uttarakhand 248 001 
INDIA 
Tel:   +91 135 2747365; Fax:   +91 135 2748373 
E-mail:   nhoia@rediffmail.com, ia-inho-navy@nic.in, inho@dataone.in 
 
Taisei Morishita 
Deputy Director of Hydrographic Surveys Division Hydrographic and Oceanographic 
Department Japan Coast Guard 
2-5-18 Aomi 
Koto-ku 
Tokyo 
135-0064 
JAPAN 
Tel:   +81 3 5500 7124; Fax:   +81 3 5500 7142 
E-mail:   ico@jodc.go.jp 
 
Professor Clive Schofield 
Director of Research & ARC Future Fellow 
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS) 
University of Wollongong 
NSW 2522 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel:   +61 2 4221 4446 
Fax:   +61 2 4221 5544 
E-mail:   clives@uow.edu.au 
 
Commander Sheikh Firoz Ahmed, (H1), psc, BN 
Operations Branch 
Directorate of Hydrography 
Naval Headquarters 
Banai 
Dhaka-1213 
BANGLADESH 
Tel:   +880 1822444827; Fax:   +880 28754270 
E-mail: firoz1006@yahoo.com, dhydro@bangladeshnavy.org 
 

ABLOS appointed Observers: 
 
Chris M. Carleton 
Tangelwood 
Darite 
Liskeard 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Tel:   +44 1579 345 042; 
E-mail:   christopher.carleton@sky.com 
 
Captain (Ret.) Luiz Carlos Torres 

mailto:ico@jodc.go.jp
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Fundação de Estudos do Mar 
Rua Marques de Olinda 18 
Botafogo 
Rio de Janeiro, RJ 
22251-040 
BRAZIL 
Tel:   +55 21 93111793 
E-mail:   torres.luizcarlos@gmail.com 
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12. ABLOS WORK PLAN 2013-14 
 
12.1 ABLOS Tasks 
 

A Organise the 8th ABLOS Conference in 2015 (IHO Task 2.12.2) 

B Maintain IHO Publication C-51 “Technical Aspects of the Law of the Sea (TALOS) Manual” (IHO Task 2.12.3) 

C Deliver a standard training program on the hydrographic aspects of maritime delimitation (IHO Task 3.5.2) 

E Provide advice and guidance on the technical aspect of the Law of the Sea to relevant organizations, bodies and Member States (IHO Task 2.12.3) 

F Organise and prepare ABLOS business meetings in 2013 and 2014 (IHO Task 2.12.1) 

 

Task  Work item Priority 
H-high 
M-medium 
L-low 

Next milestone Start 

Date 

End 

Date 

Status 
P-planned 
O-ongoing 
C-completed 

Contact Person(s) 

* indicates leader 

Related 
Pubs / 
Standard 

Remarks 

A1 Organise 8th ABLOS 

Conference 

H Finalize title by BM 20 

Organizing committee formed 

by BM 20 

Dates confirmed by BM 20 

Begin advertising 

2013 

2013 

 

2013 

2013 

2015 O 

P 

 

P 

P 

All members of ABLOS 

through Niels Andersen* 

N/A  

B1 Prepare draft 5th Edition 

of C-51 (TALOS Manual) 

for adoption by Member 

States 

H Review chapters 3 & 5 by 15 

Nov 2012 

Review full draft edition by 31 

Dec 2012 

Complete all amendments by 

31 Jan 2013 

Pass to HSSC for 

endorsement by 15 Feb 2013 

CL to MS for approval 1 May 

2013 

Circulate to IAG 1Jul 2013 

2011 

 

2012 

 

2013 

 

2013 

 

2013 

 

2013 

2012 2013 

 

2013 

 

2013 

 

2013 

 

2013 

 

2014 

C 

 

C 

 

C 

 

O 

 

P 

 

P 

Chris Carleton*, Sunil 

Bisnath, John Brown, Shin 

Tani and I Made Andi 

Arsana  

IHO 

Publication 

C-51 
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Task  Work item Priority 
H-high 
M-medium 
L-low 

Next milestone Start 

Date 

End 

Date 

Status 
P-planned 
O-ongoing 
C-completed 

Contact Person(s) 

* indicates leader 

Related 
Pubs / 
Standard 

Remarks 

B2 Review C-51 5th Edition 

for any necessary 

updating. 

H Identify areas requiring 

updating by BM 20 

2013 2015 P Chris Carleton*, Sunil 

Bisnath, John Brown, David 

Wyatt 

IHO 

Publication 

C-51 

 

B3 Prepare draft 6th Edition 

of C-51 (TALOS Manual) 

for adoption by Member 

States 

M  2013 2015 P Chris Carleton*, Sunil 

Bisnath, John Brown 

IHO 

Publication 

C-51 

 

C1 Deliver standard 

training programmes 

for the CBSC 

H  2011 Continuous O John Brown*  Workshops planned 

in 2013, 2014, 2016 

and 2017 in the 

CBSC Work Plan. 

E1 Provide advice and 

guidance on the 

technical aspect of the 

Law of the Sea 

H  Continuous  O All members of ABLOS 

through the Chair 

  

 
 
12.2 ABLOS Meetings (Tasks A & D) 
 

Date Location Activity 

1 & 6 October 2012 IHB, Monaco ABLOS 19 and 7th ABLOS Conference 

28-29 October 2013 Muscat, Oman ABLOS 20  

October 2014  ABLOS 21 

2015 IHB, Monaco ABLOS 22 and 8th ABLOS Conference 

 
Chair: Sunil Bisnath  Email: sbisnath@yorku.ca  
Vice-Chair: John Brown  Email: john.brown@ukho.gov.uk 
Secretary: David Wyatt   Email: adso@iho.int

mailto:sbisnath@yorku.ca
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 TERMS OF REFERENCE 

For the Advisory Board on the Law of the Sea (ABLOS) 
of the 

International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and 
the International Association of Geodesy (IAG)  

(as amended  28 October 2013) 

 

 
 
Ref: 5th HSSC Meeting (Shanghai, China, 2009) 
 
OBJECTIVE: 

 
To provide advice on technical aspects of the Law of the Sea. 
 
1. Terms of Reference 

 
1.1. To provide advice, guidance and, where applicable, offer expert interpretation of the 

technical aspects of the Law of the Sea to the parent Organizations (IHO/IAG), their 
Member States or to other organizations on request. 

 
1.2. To review State practice and jurisprudence on Law of the Sea matters which are relevant 

to the work of ABLOS so as to be in a position to provide expert advice when needed. 
 
1.3. To study, promote and encourage the development of appropriate techniques in the 

application of the technical provisions contained within the UN Convention on the Law of 
the Sea. 

 
1.4. To review and update IHO Special Publication C-51 "A Manual on Technical Aspects of 

the United Nations' Convention on the Law of the Sea - 1982" (TALOS Manual). 
 

1.5. To prepare, review and update other ABLOS publications as required by the parent 
organizations (IHO/IAG). 

 
2. Rules of Procedure 

 

2.1. ABLOS shall be composed of eight full members, preferably chosen with wide geographic 
representation. Each parent Organization (IHO/IAG) shall appoint four members. The 
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the UN Office of Legal Affairs 
(DOALOS), and the International Hydrographic Bureau (IHB) (“the International 

Hydrographic Bureau (IHB)” to be replaced by “the IHO Secretariat” when the Secretariat is 

established) shall have representatives in an ex-officio capacity without voting rights. 
  

2.2. ABLOS should normally take decisions by consensus. Should a vote be necessary then a 
simple majority of those present and voting is required, subject to a minimum of 4 voting 
members being present. In the case of a tied vote the Chair shall have a casting vote. 
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2.3. The Member States of the IHO, the IAG and ABLOS through its Chair may nominate 
additional observers to ABLOS. Observers may participate in correspondence and attend 
meetings but may not vote.  

 
2.4. The term of office of a full member is four years, after which he/she may be re-appointed 

or replaced by his/her parent organization (IHO/IAG).  Appointed Members shall serve 
for a term of four years, renewable by a recommendation of the Board for one additional 
four-year term and with the approval of the corresponding parent organization.   The 
Chair shall inform the relevant parent organization of any foreseeable vacancy in a timely 
manner.  Members and Observers are expected to attend every meeting of ABLOS. Where 
a Member fails to attend two consecutive meetings the Chair should raise the matter with 
the parent Organization (IHO/IAG) with a view to rectifying the situation. 
 

2.5. Whilst members of ABLOS are appointed by their parent Organizations (IHO/IAG), to 
whom they are accountable, members are expected to serve as individual experts in their 
own right. No statements or publications may be issued in the name of ABLOS without 
ABLOS’s prior approval. 

 
2.6. The Chair and Vice-Chair shall be elected by ABLOS and should normally come from 

different parent Organizations (IHO/IAG) on a rotational basis. They will serve for a two-
year period, after which the Vice-Chair becomes Chair and a new Vice-Chair is elected. If 
the Chair is not present or available, the Vice-Chair shall act in this capacity until the next 
meeting. Should the Vice-Chair not be available to take office as Chair when required, a 
new Chair and Vice-Chair should be elected. 
 

2.7. ABLOS may establish Working Groups to carry out specific tasks. 
 

2.8. ABLOS will have its permanent Secretariat at the IHB (“the IHB” to be replaced by “the IHO 

Secretariat” when the Secretariat is established), Monaco. The Secretariat will publish the 
documents and publications produced by the Board as required. 

 
2.9. Members and Observers of ABLOS are expected to be supported by their own host 

organizations or governments for travel expenses and work.  Exceptionally an ABLOS 
appointed observer may be supported by ABLOS for a specific task. 

 
2.10. ABLOS will normally meet once a year at a venue and time that minimizes cost and 

conduct business by correspondence between meetings. 
 

2.11. ABLOS may organise conferences and seminars. A biennial technical conference will 
normally be held in Monaco in conjunction with an ABLOS Meeting. ABLOS may operate 
a fund to cover the receipts and expenses of running such a conference. Guidelines for the 
operation of this fund are appended to these terms of reference. 
 

2.12. The Chair shall report on the activities of the Board to the annual meeting of the IHO 
Hydrographic Services and Standards Committee (HSSC) and to each ordinary session of 
the International Hydrographic Conference (“each ordinary session of the International 
Hydrographic Conference” to be replaced by “each ordinary session of the Assembly through the 
Council” when the Council and Assembly are established).  The Chair shall also provide an 
annual report on ABLOS’s activities to the IAG and a report covering the inter-sessional 
period to the General Assembly of the IAG. 

 
2.13. These TOR should be reviewed by ABLOS as required and not less frequently than every 4 

years. Amendments, recommended by ABLOS, are to be submitted to the parent 
Organizations (IHO/IAG) for approval. 
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ABLOS CONFERENCE FUND GUIDELINES 
(As amended 15 October 2008) 

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The Advisory Board on the Law of the Sea (ABLOS) is formed by four representatives from 
each of the following bodies: The International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and the 
International Association of Geodesy (IAG). Secretarial support for ABLOS is provided by the 
International Hydrographic Bureau (IHB) (“the International Hydrographic Bureau (IHB)” to be replaced 

by “the IHO Secretariat” when the Secretariat is established). The parent organizations (IHO/IAG) 
approve the Terms of Reference (TOR) for ABLOS. The UN Division of Ocean Affairs and Law of the 
Sea (DOALOS) and the IHB (“the IHB” to be replaced by “the IHO Secretariat” when the Secretariat is 

established) attend ABLOS meetings in an ex-Officio capacity. 

2. Biennial Conference 

 
2.1 The TOR invite ABLOS to organise seminars and technical conferences and permit the 
operation of a fund to support such activities.  

3. Income 

 
3.1 The primary source of income for the fund will be from the registration fees of delegates 
attending such seminars / conferences. ABLOS should set the level of registrations fees in order to 
provide a modest excess of income over expenditure given an estimated attendance. 

4. Expenditure 
 
4.1 The primary expenditure for the fund will be to cover the costs of running the seminars / 
conferences. Expenditure may include but is not limited to: assistance to speakers / tutorial leaders, 
conference equipment, documentation, proceedings, staff overtime, reception and tea breaks. 
 
4.2 ABLOS may use any funds in excess of 3000 Euros remaining after all expenses for a seminar 
/ conference have been settled, to fund other activities conducted by ABLOS. Limited support for 
travel / subsistence in connection with production of a new edition of C-51 ‘A Manual on Technical 
Aspects of the Law of the Sea’ might be considered such an activity. Such expenditure must be 
approved by a simple majority of the ABLOS Membership. 

 
4.3 Routine expenditure in support of a seminar / conference may be transacted by the IHB (“the 

IHB” to be replaced by “the IHO Secretariat” when the Secretariat is established) and reported in the fund 
accounts.  

5. Operation 

 
5.1 The fund will be operated by the IHB (“the IHB” to be replaced by “the IHO Secretariat” when the 

Secretariat is established) on behalf of ABLOS. A copy of the fund accounts will be provided to the 
Annual Business Meeting of ABLOS and immediately after finalising the accounts following a 
seminar / conference.  
 
6. Review 
 
6.1 This guidance should be reviewed, and amended as necessary, by ABLOS at intervals not 
exceeding 4 years. 

 

 


