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Introduction

Why the “Strait” is important? 

The name of ‘Korea strait’ is 

recognized internationally but 

is not listed in the S-23.

Historical toponyms should 

be regarded as a Geoheritage.

Traditional 

toponyms( geographical names) 

versus official names 

Korea Strait hardly found in modern 

atlases or websites 

Discussion of boundary, 

strait’s in international law, 

listing toponym

Consistent data generation and 

dissemination of names of seas, 

undersea features, coast

What is the definition of 
strait in S-23.
Check the possibility of 
making the name official sea 
names 



Introduction

Brief History of Sea Naming in East Asia

• Portuguese (Very few maps)
• Dutch merchant (Dejima Japan): abstract map in 

which Korea is island. Distance between Korea/Japan 
too wide (probable cause for the absence of strait 
between two countries) 

• Jesuits missionaries had interest mostly in land not 
sea

• French 
• No direct surveys are done in Korea Strait or East 

Sea until the latter part of 18th century (1787 La 
Perouse survey).

• James Cook (1768-1776) didn’t go to the East Asian 
Seas.



Bass Strait in SP 23 documents

Growth of river 
island

Body



Makassar  Strait in SP 23 documents

Body

Growth of river 
island

Body



Singapore Strait in SP 23 documents

Body



Malacca Strait in SP 23 documents

Growth of river 
island

Body



Gibraltar Strait in SP 23 documents
Body

Even though limits of the seas were already decided in meeting in 
London in 1919. Tangier maintained that this strait does not belong to 
the Mediterranean Sea, so Gibraltar strait gained its name in the first 
edition of “Limits of oceans and seas” published 1928. 



Hudson Strait in SP 23 documents
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http://www.edmaps.com/html/japan.htl

 Early 20th century map sites 

2. 2. 다. 대한해협 관련 경계좌표 설정을 위한 연구
2. When the name of ‘Korea Strait’ Disappeared form the World 
maps

Hierarchical Regional Systems of Early Meiji Japan
Chinese Empire and Japan, 1871 (Gall & Inglis)
The Sino-Japanese War, 1894-1895
China and Japan, 1899
The Japanese Empire: The Russo-Japanese War, 1904-
1905 (Cambridge Modern History Atlas, 1912)
Johnstons Russo-Japanese War Map (a)
Johnstons Russo-Japanese War Map (b)
Tucks Russo-Japanese War Map
The Russo-Japanese War
The Russo-Japanese War
Japan and Korea: Detailed Map of the Railway Network, 1927
Japan Invades Manchuria, 1931 (Holt, Rinehart and Winston)
Manchuria: The Topographical Map of Manchukuo
Japan and China, 1932 (League of Nations)
Manchuria: A Political Map, 1932 (League of Nations)
Manchuria: A Railway Map, 1932 (League of Nations)
Manchuria: The Railways System Map
Manchuria: The Railways System Map
Manchuria: A Political Map
The Second Sino-Japanese War
Imperial Japan at its fullest extent during World War II (Wikipedia)
Japanese Expansion before Pearl Harbor
Japan, the Target: An American WII Propaganda Map
Map of the Japanese Army Ground Forces in Japan, August 1945
Japan, 1945
Japan and Korea in 1945 (National Geographic)

Russo-Japanese War Map site

http://www.edmaps.com/html/japan.htl
http://content.lib.washington.edu/cgi-bin/getimage.exe?CISOROOT=/skinner&CISOPTR=1030&DMSCALE=13.37614&DMWIDTH=1000&DMHEIGHT=465.89085072231&DMX=0&DMY=0&DMTEXT=&REC=1&DMTHUMB=0&DMROTATE=0
http://www.philatelicdatabase.com/asia/chinese-empire-and-japan-map-gall-and-inglis-1871/
http://www.cityofart.net/bship/sino-jap_map.gif
http://www.philatelicdatabase.com/asia/china-and-japan-map-1899/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/ward_1912/japanese_empire_1904.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/uconnlibrariesmagic/5433173501/sizes/o/in/photostream/
http://zoom.mfa.org/fif=sc7/SC79717.fpx&obj=iip,1.0&wid=1000&cell=1000,1000&cvt=jpeg
http://zoom.mfa.org/fif=sc7/SC75582.fpx&obj=iip,1.0&wid=1000&cell=1000,1000&cvt=jpeg
http://pages.uoregon.edu/kimball/images/frn.MPR.1905.RUS.JPN.wrx.Ctq31.jpg
http://ncvpsapwh.pbworks.com/f/russo-japanese_war.jpg
http://maps.library.utoronto.ca/datapub/digital/G_7960_2340_1927_front.jpg
http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/gohrw_rls1/pKeywordResults?keyword=st9 japan 1931
http://maps.bpl.org/id/12183
http://kjc-fs2.kjc.uni-heidelberg.de/evaluation/lytton/Map_01_appeal_web.jpg
http://kjc-fs2.kjc.uni-heidelberg.de/evaluation/lytton/Map_02_appeal_web.jpg
http://kjc-fs2.kjc.uni-heidelberg.de/evaluation/lytton/Map_03_appeal_web.jpg
http://www.manchukuostamps.com/images/RailwayPostcard1.jpg
http://www.manchukuostamps.com/images/Asia-goPostcard.jpg
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/manchukuo/images/map-manchukuo-2.jpg
http://www.geschichteinchronologie.ch/as/china/China-03/005-karte-China-1937-1945-nazi-Japans-besetzungen-Burmastrasse.gif
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Japanese_Empire2.png
http://tiefenbrun10a.wikispaces.com/file/view/japan_imperial.jpg/124340091/japan_imperial.jpg
http://mapdesign.icaci.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/MapCarte271_japan_large.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Map_of_Japanese_Army_Ground_Forces_in_the_home_islands_August_18_1945.jpg
http://i.ebayimg.com/06/!CFCiEK!EWk~$(KGrHqJ,!hoE0hmc6BEvBNT0OWlerg~~0_3.JPG
http://www.drben.net/publishImages/Koreas_Report~Sources~Korea_Maps~Historic~1945~Map-Japan-Korea-1945-01~~element1972.jpg
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http://library.ispu.ru:8001/history/1/10tema10/karti10/rus_japan_voina1905_files/image001.jpg

- Russia made this maps 
during the war. 

- Korea Straits is marked as 
Корейский 
пролив (Koreyskiy proliv) 

– Korea strait extends to 
Matsue city, Japan. 

2. 2. 다. 대한해협 관련 경계좌표 설정을 위한 연구Korea Strait in Russo-Japanese War Maps

Russia
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Another Russian map

한국어 러시아어

해협 Проливы (prolivy)

바다 Море (more)

대양 Океан (okean)

대한민국
Республика Корея (Respublika

Koreya) 

황해 Желтое море (Zheltoye more) 

일본 Япония (Yaponiya)

울릉도 Уллындо (Ullyndo)

대한해협
Корейский пролив (Koreyskiy

proliv)

일본해 Японское море (Yaponskoye more)

2. 2. 다. 대한해협 관련 경계좌표 설정을 위한 연구Korea Strait in Russo-Japanese War Maps

Russia
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Korea Strait in Russo-Japanese War Maps
Map published in 1904 by the War Department, USA
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In 1904, Scottish cartographer Johnston published this Russo-
Japanese war map, which was distributed worldwide. 

Koreas strait is Channel of Korea, western channel is Broughton 
Strait, eastern channel is Krusenstern Strait.

2. 2. 다. 대한해협 관련 경계좌표 설정을 위한 연구Korea Strait in Russo-Japanese War Maps

Johnston, 1904 

 Channel of 
Korea(대한해협) 
extends to 
Matsuye(松江), Japan. 
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 Russo-Japanese war in Post 
card published in Germany
in 1904. 

• Korea strait stretches from 
Jeju Island to Matsue, 
Shimane Prefecture

.

Korea Strait in Russo-Japanese War Maps

Maps published in Germany
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Russo-Japanese War in Australian Newspapers
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-http://ports.com/sea/korea-strait/map/

- Korea Strait is marked with major ports in 
both sides of the strait.

2. 2. 다. 대한해협 관련 경계좌표 설정을 위한 연구Korea strait marked in the portal site

• Korea strait is clearly marked in the map below.

http://ports.com/sea/korea-strait/map/
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 대한해협을 일본해의 일부로 지정한 내용

2. 2. 다. 대한해협 관련 경계좌표 설정을 위한 연구Problems with disappeared sea name

- In the 1st edition of “Limits 
of oceans and seas” 
Tangier’s objection to the 
inclusion of Gibraltar strait 
to the Mediterranean Sea 
enables the enrollment of 
its name in S23.

- According to present 
boundary maps. many 
Korean major ports belong 
to the Sea of Japan, which 
may cause confusion to the 
seafarers.  
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Geospatial Information 
Authority of Japan, 2010
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 Korea strait becomes a part of Sea of Japan after decision of International 

Hydrographic Conference, London 1919. One of the decision was challenged by the 

government of Tangier, and the name of Gibraltar strait is included in the 1st edition of 
S-23. 

 The sea name “Korea Strait first appeared in Danet Gulliaume’s 1732 map and Tirion
Isaak(1744)’s map. 

 . Cecile Michoudet previously said that La Perouse (1787) map was the first 
map in which Korea Strait was described.

 News papers of Russia, Scotland, Australia, Germany during the Russo-Japanese War 
published maps in which Korea Strait was marked  as Корейский пролив (Koreyskiy
proliv), detrot de Coree, Korea Strasse, or Korea Strait.

 Bathymetric data of continental shelf shows that it extends to the coastal area of 
Matsue city, Japan. 

2. 2. 다. 대한해협 관련 경계좌표 설정을 위한 연구Disappeared sea name (Korea Strait): 

Historical Background of Korea Strait
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Danet Gulliaume, 1732 Mer de Coree 
and Detroit de Coree

China e dei Paesi circonvicini (Nieuwe
kaart van t Keizerryk China en de 
aangrensende Landen) East Asia in 
Tirion Isaak(1744)’s map
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Korea Strait area in this map 
published in Japan in 1903 is 
called as Korea Sea (高麗海). 
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Korea Strait area in this map 
published in Japan in 1903 is 
called as Korea Sea (高麗海). 



Korea Strait 
in Japanese 

Map

24



Discussions

Similar Terminology: Strait, Channel, Passage are used in S-23.

It is hard to differentiate these three terminologies and uses. 

Boundary points are found within the land mass, also no concrete 

principles to set the limits of straits.



Discussions

Similar Terminology: Strait, Channel, Passage

Passage: Wide area with many islands 
Only one example in IHO S-23 (Northeastern Passage)



기타사항

Similar Terminology: Strait, Channel, Passage

Four Channels in S-23 documents



Bathymetric Chart

Agreement on the continental shelf between Korea and 

Japan 

Bathymetric data of continental shelf shows that it 
extends to the coastal area of Matsue city, Japan. 



Conclusions



Conclusions

- The sea name “Korea Strait” has been used widely at least until 

1905.

- Historical sea names such as Korea Straits should be regarded as 

a Geoheritage.

- The sea name disappeared almost suddenly after the Russo-

Japanese War in 1905. However many Japanese maps recognize  

this area as Korea Strait. 

- The Strait becomes a part of “sea of Japan” after the publication 

of 1st edition of S-23 “ Limits of Oceans and Seas” in 1928. 

Thank you for your attention


