DETERMINATION OF THE FOOT OF THE CONTINENTANAL SLOPE AT ITS BASE: LESSONS LEARNED.
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FOS is an essential feature that serves as the basis for the entitlement to the outer continental shelf and the establishment of its outer limits. According to Article 76(4)(b) UNCLOS, "in the absence of evidence to the contrary, the foot of the continental slope shall be determined as the point of maximum change in the gradient at its base". The task of identifying the region defined as the base of the continental slope (BOS) is considered a geomorphological exercise based on bathymetric and geological data, whereas only bathymetric information should be applied to determine the point of maximum change in the gradient within that region. 

The Commission has made a number of summaries of recommendations where underlying information regarding its views on the determination of the FOS, can be examined. From these summaries of recommendations, in conjunction with Article 76 and the Guidelines, three categories of FOS points may be considered. The first category composes points that can be clearly determined on the basis of morphological and bathymetric evidence. The second category comprises points also based on the general rule, yet their determination has been supported by geological evidences. The third category embraces FOS slope points determined on the basis of evidence to the contrary.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Although not pointed out directly by the Commission, modern high quality data, such as swath bathymetry data, sub-bottom profiler and seismic data, are essential in the geomorphological analyses conducted to identify the BOS region and the determination of FOS points in category two.


