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Abstract

Indonesia is the world's largest archipelagic state, with approximately 17,500 islands and over 6.36 million square kilometres of sea. The collapse of Soeharto’s New Order regime in May 1998 ushered in the era of Reform, and precipitated regime change after 32 years of the centralized state’s domination over the society. In the Reform era, some significant changes in the Indonesian political and administrative system have taken place. One of them is the shift of policy from a highly centralized system to decentralized one. (Rasyid, 2002)

One of its features of the reform process is the introduction of new decentralization guidance in 1999 under the Law No. 22/1999 on Regional Governments and Law No. 25/1999 on Fiscal Balance between the Central and Regional Governments, which has been revised by Law No. 32/2004 and Law No. 33/2004, respectively in 2004. The Laws regulate ‘regional autonomy’ including the regulation for marine alocation and boundary delimitation between regional administrations which can be between Provinses, Districs (Kabupaten), and Cities.
In 1985, Indonesia ratified UNCLOS 1982, and it entered into force in November 1994. The UNCLOS 1982 does not only change the Indonesia maritime boundaries as an Archipelagic State, but it has inspired some Provinces, that have geographical character in nature, to a new discources for using UNCLOS in devining marine alocation and boundary delineation within the Indonesian archipellagic waters. This paper will discuss a perspective on how UNCLOS has driven a new discources on marine alocation and delimitation in the decentralization era in Indonesia. 

