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Abstract
In comparison with previous cases on maritime delimitation, it is noteworthy that there were some peculiarities in the 2012 Bangladesh/Myanmar case before ITLOS. Firstly, ITLOS stuck to the application of equidistance method, though the coastline in the northern Bay of Bengal was deeply indented and cut into, which was strikingly similar to that in the North Sea case. Secondly, the magnitude and degree of the adjustment made to the provisional line were excessive and unprecedented. Finally, it is the first time for international judicial institutions to directly determine entitlements to a continental shelf extending beyond 200 nm. However, are those peculiarities justified? Currently, the research on this issues is very limited. This study seeks to make some progress on them by analyzing the declarations, dissenting opinions and separate opinions of judges in this case, other international decisions, state practices and authoritative works. It is concluded that the determination of application of equidistance method, the substantial adjustment and entitlements to a continental shelf extending beyond 200 nm, are farfetched, arbitrary and unreasonable. Although it is probable that this decision, as the first one on maritime delimitation before ITLOS, would have far-reaching effects over the subsequent practices, it is not binding on  Sino-Japanese maritime delimitation.

