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Coordinator (NAVAREA, NAVAREA Sub-Area, National coordinator) 
 
- Draft Navigational Warnings: the coordinator collects the original urgent nautical information from various providers and drafts warnings in the 

appropriate period of time according to the criticality. He operates within his area of responsibility. The navigational warnings are defined by IHO S-53 
paragraphs 4, 5, 6 and 7. Often, the Navigational Warnings are related to fixed sub-areas. 

 
- Manage Warnings:  the coordinator manages the status of the warnings in force and broadcasted. A warning can be cancelled and/or updated via a 

new warning. This happens when the situation has changed according to new information collected or according to forecasts already known or when 
the information has been relayed by another mean, e.g a temporary notice or a permanent notice issued by the HO. 

 
- Send Warnings to broadcasting systems or to broadcasters:  the coordinator sends the warning to the broadcasting system(s) (automatic system) or to 

broadcaster(s) (system including human operation) whose radio-equipment and services are able to broadcast the information in areas in which 
mariners should be warned. The coordinator also sends the warning to onshore users concerned.  The coordinator indicates if the warning must be 
broadcasted immediately (vital or important warning) or via the next scheduled broadcast. 

 
- Liaise with other coordinators and producers of nautical products:  the coordinator transmits the nautical information to the others coordinators if 

their area of responsibility could be concerned. They also transmit the information/the warning to the producer(s) of nautical products when it is 
possibly relevant for updating the nautical products. In some cases, the nautical products updates relay a warning, then the coordinator and the 
producer of nautical products have to coordinate their respective productions.   

 
 

Nautical products producer (HO) 
 
- Manage Nautical Products: the nautical products producer collects the original information from various providers and sources. According to the 

impact on the safety of the navigation, the nature of the information, the feasibility and the completion time, the producer choices the appropriate 
mode(s) of updating described in S-4 B600 and in S-57 UOC (Temporary Notice, Preliminary Notice, Permanente Notice, New Edition, EN, ER).  Some 
updating actions relays some other (e.g a new edition and a preliminary Notice and). 



 
- Liaise with coordinators as with others producers of nautical products: the producer of nautical products transmits to the coordinator(s) the urgent 

nautical information if such information is collected by the producer. If the nautical products updates relay a warning then the producer informs the 
coordinator who will cancel the warning. Then the coordinator and the producer of nautical products have to coordinate their respective productions. 
The producer of nautical products must know and process the updates issued by a foreign producer when he reproduces a nautical product issued by 
this foreign producer. The producer receiving data which might give rise to a chart update should pass it to the original producer. 

 
- Distribute updates:  the producer distributes his nautical products and their updates to the users, on board and onshore via different means and actors 

(distributors). 
 

- Promulgate updates:  with the data collected, the producer promulgates the updates of the nautical products according to the updating mode he chose 
(see “manage Nautical Products”).  

 
Broadcaster (NAVTEX coordinator, Coast Earth Station) 
 
- Receive warnings: the broadcaster receives from the coordinator the warnings he has to broadcast via his equipment (NAVTEX...). 
 
- Manage Warnings: the broadcaster manages the warnings for the appropriate broadcast: for a new warning, immediately or via the next scheduled 

broadcast according to the indication provide by the producer ; for warnings already in force, next scheduled broadcast. Cancelled warnings must be 
deleted for next scheduled broadcasts.  

 
- Broadcast warnings: the broadcaster, thanks to his equipment, must broadcast the warnings to the vessels that are located in his radio service coverage 

area. 
 

Shipboard user 
 
- Receive warnings: the nautical information relevant to the voyage planned must be available for the shipboard user. In this way, the shipboard user has 

to be capable to receive all the relevant nautical information in the appropriate period of time. Navigational warnings are a part of this information. 
 

- Receive updates: the nautical information relevant to the voyage planned must be available for the shipboard user. In this way, the shipboard user has 
to be capable to receive all the relevant nautical information in the appropriate period of time. Nautical products updates are a part of this information. 
 



- To know the information needed for the safety of navigation: aboard systems present to the shipboard user the nautical information he is concerned 
with, according to his navigation and operations and his voyage planned.  The nautical information is used by systems and displayed to ease the decision 
making process. 

 
Other Onshore User 
 
- Receive warnings: the nautical information relevant to the function of the onshore user must be available. In this way, the onshore Users have to be 

capable to receive all the relevant nautical information in the appropriate period of time. Navigational warnings are a part of this information. 
 

Receive updates: the nautical information relevant to the function of the onshore user must be available. In this way, the onshore Users have to be capable 
to receive all the relevant nautical information in the appropriate period of time. Nautical products updates are a part of this information. 
- To take into account of the nautical information: onshore systems present to the onshore user the nautical information he is concerned with, according 

to his function-operations.  The nautical information is used by systems and displayed to ease the decision making process. 

 

 


