
 

 

HYDROGRAPHIC and OCEANOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT 
JAPAN COAST GUARD 

 
3-1-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8932, Japan 

Phone: +81-3-3595-3605  Fax:+81-3-3595-3627  E-mail: ico@jodc.go.jp 
  

H.O.D. 28/17 
24 November 2017 

 
The Secretariat of the International Hydrographic Organization 
4 quai Antonie 1er 
B.P. 445 
MC98011 Monaco Cedex 
 
Reference:  CL49/2017 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
In regard to the draft of guidance document of the Crowd-Sourced Bathymetry, 
the Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department, Japan Coast Guard has the 
honor to express its sincere respect to the efforts of the Secretariat and the 
working group members. 
 
The technical aspects of the guidance document should be appreciated and the 
general concept of the Crowd Sourced Bathymetry should be strived in the 
future of the hydrographic services. However, as shown in the Chapter 5, the 
concept may contain certain uncertainties in regard to the already established 
legal framework. The text in the Chapter is therefore to be regarded as offered 
without prejudice to, or limitation on, any view or position that may be taken by 
the Member States. It would be better to clarify the disclaimer in the Chapter. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
Yukihiro KATO, 
Director, Technology Planning and International Affairs Division, 
Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department,  
Japan Coast Guard 
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