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The data quality indicators that DQWG develops for S-101 should not include the 
uncertainty of generalizations to a smaller scale, as the largest scale chart should be used 

during the execution of a voyage. Smaller scale charts are intended to be used to plan a 
voyage. This makes the generalization process of the small scale chart irrelevant.  

 
One could take this idea one step further, by claiming that the cartographic generalization 

should not be included in the indicator at all. The depicted quality should be the quality of 

the data1, the generalization process only serves to make the data depiction more functional 
for the navigator. (A minimum depth of X meter still has the same uncertainty if it is moved 

for optimal visibility.) This way, the indicator becomes a description of a physical maritime 
area, which is not necessarily a charted maritime area: the indicator could be assigned to a 

surveyed area that is not visible in any chart. 
  

The aspect of scale/generalization should be discussed in detail by DQWG. If DQWG does 
not provide guidelines about this, there could be a similar issue as with temporal 

degradation for CATZOC: a lack of consistency between HOs, leading to reduced trust in the 

quality indicators. 
 

There are three options: 
1. the effect of generalization to any scale should be included in data quality indicators; 

2. the effect of generalization to the largest-scale chart of the area should be included in 
data quality indicators; 

3. the effect of generalization should not be included in data quality indicators. 
 

Ravi Peters of Delft University of Technology (NL) gives a well-formulated view, partly based 

on the view of the authors of a cartography book. I have included the relevant text as an 
appendix. 

 
The DQWG is invited to discuss this topic, to select the most appropriate option, and to 

promote this option for use in future nautical charting.

                                                 
1 Following the outcome of the CATZOC-discussion of agenda item 5a of the 4th meeting, this quality of data 

includes digitization errors, errors due to continuous changes in the seabed, datum transformation errors, and effects 

of events.  



Appendix: quote from MSc thesis Ravi Peters, “A Voronoi- and surface-based approach for 

the automatic generation of depth-contours for hydrographic charts”. Delft University of 
Technology, December 2012, page 88: 

 
The question remains on how (…) information on uncertainty is used and affected by the 

hydrographer that draws the hydrographic chart; the process of generalization. To my best 
knowledge the IHO does not state anything on this, other than referring to hydrographic 

practices such as mentioning the geographic extent, quality description (using so-called 

Zone Of Confidence (ZOC)) and datedness of the surveys that were used to draw the map 
(sometimes that is also done for individual navigation-critical features). Still, the process of 

generalization (…) inevitably causes displacements in boundaries of map features. Does that 
affect the error in the modeled surface? Kimerling and Muehrcke (2009) argue that saying 

that positional displacement caused by cartographic generalization is error, misses the 
whole point of generalization, i.e. to perform meaningful alterations of feature geometry to 

improve the overall legibility and usefulness of the map. Hydrographic chart products (…) 
also state in capital letters “Always use the largest scale chart appropriate”. Evidently, less 

generalization is applied to large scale charts, these are thus closer to reality, than to 

smaller scale charts, which primarily serve to provide a more simplified and clutterless 
overview of a large area. 

 
This document is available at: 

http://www.gdmc.nl/publications/2012/Automatic_generation_depth-contours.pdf.  
 

The details of the reference are: 
A. J. Kimerling and P. Muehrcke, “Map use: reading and analysis”. ESRI Press Academic, 

2009. (Does anyone have a copy of this book?) 

http://www.gdmc.nl/publications/2012/Automatic_generation_depth-contours.pdf

