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Proposal to the last SCUFN meeting – to remodel the SCUFN undersea 
feature names database. 

SCUFN – have set a Project Team to undertake this work. 

The Project Teams main work includes; 



To Move / Harmonise the Concepts in the SCUFN portal into the IHO Registry 



Improve the Geometries Describing Undersea Features 







Proposal to change the data model for GEBCO Undersea Feature Names 

feature 

+ type  
+ name 
+ proposed By 
+ discovered By 
- last Updated 
- associated Meeting 
- origin of Name 
+ minimum Depth (m) 
+ maximum Depth (m) 
+ total Relief (m) 
+ geom  

Abyssal Plain 
Apron 
Bank 
Basin 
Caldera* 
Canyon 
Deep 
Escarpment 
Fan 
Fracture Zone* 
Gap 
Guyot 
Hill 
Hole 
Knoll 
Levee 
Moat 
Mound* 
Mud Volcano* 
Passage 
..... 

type <enum> 

Current GEBCO usfn model Sea Area (SEAARE) 

CATSEA (type) 
OBJNAM (name) 
NOBJNM (nat name)  
INFORM (infor) 
NINFOM (nat inform) 
NTXTDS  
TXTDSC 
RECDAT  
RECIND  
SORDAT  
SORIND 
SCAMAX  
SCAMIN  

Category of sea area 
(CATSEA)  <enum list> 

 

1 : sea area in general 
2 : gat 
3 : bank 
4 : deep 
5 : bay 
6 : trench 
7 : basin 
8 : mud flats 
9 : reef 
10 : ledge 
11 : canyon 
12 : narrows 
13 : shoal 
14 : knoll 
15 : ridge 
16 : seamount 
17 : pinnacle 
18 : abyssal plain 
19 : plateau 
20 : spur 
21 : shelf 
22 : trough 
23 : saddle 
24 : abyssal hills 
25 : apron 
…….. 

S-57 model 



Trough - A long depression generally wide and flat bottomed with symmetrical 
and parallel sides. 

Seamount - A distinct generally equidimensional elevation greater than 1000m above the 
surrounding relief as measured from the deepest isobath that surrounds most of the 
feature. 

Abyssal Plain - An extensive, flat or gently sloping region, usually found at 
depths greater than 4000 m. 



Thanks 


