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IMO APPROVES STANDARDS 

FOR RASTER CHART DISPLAY SYSTEM (RCDS)

On July 23 the IMO's Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation (NAV 44), by a vote of 38 in favor and 5 opposed, approved an amendment to the existing ECDIS performance standards which will allow ECDIS navigation systems to operate in a RCDS mode. 

Under the proposal, national maritime administrations may allow vessels the option of using the RCDS mode of operation until the vector Electronic Navigational Chart (ENC) coverage required for the normal mode of operation is available.  While operating in the RCDS mode, vessels will be required to use an appropriate folio of paper charts as determined by the national administrations.

Raster nautical charts already cover much of the world and the concept of ECDIS operating in an RCDS mode is seen as a way of letting mariners maximize the use of the system while ENC coverage expands.  This is commonly referred to as the "dual-fuel" mode of operations.  The important benefit of the dual-fuel approach is that electronic chart navigation based entirely on official and up-to-date charts is available for almost any voyage. 

If approved by the IMO’s Marine Safety Committee this December, manufacturers will have a set of criteria governing the performance and reliability of ECDIS systems operating in a RCDS mode.  This will give the mariner the full, legal benefit of electronic charting now with greater improvements to be achieved as ENC coverage increases. 

