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Background

 Need for simple, easily accessible ECDIS/ENC 

symbology reference for mariners

 S-52 provides an "ECDIS Chart 1," which is 

required to be displayable in ECDIS

– Difficult to use

– Does not associate ECDIS symbols with paper chart 

counterparts

– Can’t display Chart 1 and ENC simultaneously



U.S. Chart No. 1, Edition 12 (15 April 2013)

 1st chart 1 to show paper chart (INT1) symbols side-

by-side with the corresponding ECDIS (S-52) symbols

 Download PDF for free at: 
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/chart1/ChartNo1.pdf

 Paper copies can be ordered from one of NOAA's four 

publishing partners listed at: 
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/chartno1.htm.

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/chart1/ChartNo1.pdf
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/chartno1.htm


Modified INT1 Page Format

INT1 (S-4) ECDIS (S-52)

US

National Symbols

Many-to-many correspondence among INT1 and ECDIS symbols
Need to account for variation in portrayal of some objects in ECDIS, such as:

display of magenta "screw head" isolated danger symbol for rocks shoaler than the safety contour



Special ECDIS Specific Content

 Additional pages added to describe:

– Isolated Danger Symbol

– Pick Reports

– Day, Dusk and Night Color Palettes

– Conspicuous and Non-Conspicuous Features

– ECDIS Portrayal of Depths

– Routing Measures in ECDIS

– Simplified and Traditional “Paper Chart” Symbols



Colour Palettes



Simplified and Traditional Symbols



Conclusions

 The model used in US Chart No.1 can be a 

valuable resource for ECDIS users

 Could provide the foundation for other countries 

wishing to incorporate ECDIS symbology into their 

own chart 1 documents

 Sub-Working Group to continually improve and 

standardize the presentation of ECDIS symbology 

in INT1s and other national chart 1s could be 

useful



Thanks & Sharing of Working Files

 Members of DIPWG (especially Australia) and 

the CSPCWG INT1 Sub-Working Group 

provided helpful critiques of early drafts

– Send comments, suggestions, accolades to:

USChart1@noaa.gov

 U.S. can provide copies of the Adobe InDesign 

files and graphics used to create its Chart 1

– Send requests to: USChart1@noaa.gov

 Copies have already been provided to each of 

the three INT1 Sub-Working Group members

mailto:USChart1@noaa.gov
mailto:USChart1@noaa.gov

