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Main Milestones

• 2006 – EU Marine and Maritime Policies WG (a subgroup of
NSHC)

• 2008 – Meeting with the Head of the EU Task Force (“Blue
Book”)
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The relationship between 

the European Union institutions

and

National Hydrographic Offices
through the

International Hydrographic Organisation
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- To raise awareness on HO capabilities, missions and 

responsibilities and existing networks 

- To give an insight on IHO organisation and activities

- To provide an overview of IHO contribution to the 

establishment of the EU Maritime Integrated Policy

- To improve EU institutions/agencies-EC-IHO partnership

- To identify any actions that could benefit from initiatives of the  

French presidency of the EU Council

 In summary: to demonstrate the ability of HOs to become key 

enablers in the development of EU maritime policies using the 

existing framework provided by IHO without duplication and 

making the best use of the most efficient resources

Meeting objectives
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1. HOs capabilities : who are we?
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* Refer to IHO presentation
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Responsibilities (varies from country to country):

 Operation of hydrographic services (surveying, charting, tidal and water level 

forecasting, nautical warning services) as mandated under international law by 

the SOLAS Convention

- Includes electronic charting, marine GIS

 Administration of national EEZ

 Marine spatial planning

 Marine meteorology (cooperation with WMO)

 Oceanography, National Oceanographic Data Centre (cooperation with IOC)

 Marine environmental monitoring

 Aids to navigation (cooperation with IALA)

 Search and Rescue, Coast Guard

 Maritime security

 Capacity building
Core competence of HOs is collecting  data about the sea, and providing related data services to shipping 

(merchant and Navy) and all sorts of other clients, e.g. for coastal zone administration, commerce and 

marine industry

1. HOs capabilities: what are they?
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Infrastructure (assets):

 Fleet of survey and research vessels

 Large marine databases

 Hydrographic schools and training institutions

 Compliance with international standards (set by IHO)

 Imbedded in the IHO global network of hydrographic government 
agencies

 International distribution network for electronic navigational chart data 
(PRIMAR, IC-ENC) 

 Involvement in international marine monitoring programmes (Oslo-Paris, 
Helsinki Conventions)

 Cooperation with international  marine research projects

But

 Poor visibility

 Limited resources vs increasing commitments

 Different economical (trading-fund vs govt funded) and organisation 
models (Navy, civilian institutes)

 Poor track records in lobbying and capturing European fundings

1. HOs capabilities: what are they?

HOs have an acknowledged involvement in policy making

and a long operational experience 



Memorandum of understanding, April 2012, 

between the IHO and the European

Commission

Network of EU IHO Hydrographic Offices have offered their

support to DG Mare / Atlantic, Outermost Regions and Arctic in

response to the call for tender on Coastal Mapping No 2014/10
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Main Milestones

• 2006 – EU Marine and Maritime Policies WG (a subgroup of
NSHC)

• 2008 – Meeting with the Head of the EU Task Force (“Blue
Book”)

• 2012 – MoU EC – IHO

• 2013 – Establishment of the IENWG
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Outstanding achievements

• IHO (and EU IHO MS) profile raised at the appropriate level
within the EC

• Coastal Mapping, contribution to EMODNet, EU Horizon 2020
(EfficienSea2, Atlantic Seabed Mapping…)

IENWG-8, Brussels, Belgium, 27-28 February 2018
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Global Initial Assessment (based on TORs, from IHO Secretariat’s point 

of view)

• Identify EU activities and processes on matters of interest to Hydrographic Offices (HOs) 
pretty good, could be improved

• Establish a common understanding of the issues when possible to be improved

• Consider and propose the ways and channels to interface with EU policies, activities and
processes (mechanisms) through Regional Hydrographic Commissions (RHCs) initiatives,
through the IRCC or through the IHO in general to be improved

• Facilitate common actions of HOs related to EU programmes very good

• Liaise with relevant Hydrographic Services and Standards Committee (HSSC) WGs for
technical matters (e.g. standardization) not really achieved/appropriate?

• Advise IRCC on the impact of EU policies, activities and processes in the maritime domain on
the IHO programme of work to be improved

IENWG-8, Brussels, Belgium, 27-28 February 2018
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Actions to be considered (from IHO Secretariat’s point of view)

• First of all, to consider reinvigorating the network, or supersede the network
concept by a WG or any other option including discontinue activities (proposals
to be made to IRCC)

• To collect national top priorities of the [EU] IHO Member States and compare
these priorities against EC DG programmes (Research, Mare, CPRM…)

• To define top priorities and allocate ad hoc resources

• To improve information sharing and analysis of EU programmes and maritime
policies among EU IHO MS (task to be handled on rotational basis for instance)

• To improve communication (upstream and downstream) and IENWG
management, create an operational network for reacting to call for tenders

• To make proposals, if any, to amend the IHO Work Programme, Strategic Plan,
etc.


