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GENERAL BATHYMETRIC CHARTS OF THE OCEAN PROJECT

(GEBCO)

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND RULES OF PROCEDURE
FOR
JOINT IHO-10C GEBCO GUIDING COMMITTEE

PREAMBLE

GEBCO was proposed in 1899 and became a reality in April 1903 when HSH Prince Albert I of
Monaco offered to organize and finance the production of a new chart series designated: “The
General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans” (GEBCO), under the Prince’s Scientific Cabinet. In 1922 the
responsibility for GEBCO was passed to the Director of the Oceanographic Museum of Monaco and
in 1929 was transferred to the International Hydrographic Bureau (today the IHO). Since 1973,
GEBCO has been a joint Project of the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO.

The goals of the IHO-IOC GEBCO Project are to:
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Act as the designated international authorlty for undersea feature names;

Advance the development and application of sea floor mapping technology;

bathymetric data and associated metadata;

Foster collaboration among individuals and organizations with established and
developing expertise so as to assist local and regional mapping efforts to attain a global
standard of quality;

the IHO and the IOC.
GEBCO is led by the Joint IHO-IOC GEBCO Guiding Committee.
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Terms of Reference

The GEBCO Guiding Committee shall:
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economic purposes in the broadest sense.
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Take all practical opportunities to advocate the scientific and societal benefits of mapping the
seafloor.

15. Report annually to the IHO, through the Inter Regional Coordination Committee (IRCC), and

10C, through its governing bodies,

16. Prepare an annual GEBCO Work Plan and budget and propose it to each meeting of the IHO

IRCC and IOC jhrough its governing bodies. The Guiding Committee should consider and

submit proposals for new work items under the GEBCO Work Plan, taking into account the °
financial, administrative and wider stakeholder consequences.

N

17. Monitor the execution of the GEBCO Work Plan and receive reports from its Subordinate

Bodies, including an evaluation of performance and progress achieved against agreed
objectives.

Rules of Procedure
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1.10

The Minutes of meetings and decisions of the Committee and Sub-Committees and other

2.

21

22

3. Meetings

relevant documents shall be posted on the GEBCO web site linked to the IHO and IOC web
sites.
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Committee. The Chair and Vice
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7. The Committee shall appoint a Secretary for a five-year term which can be renewed by
the Committee. At the Committee’s request secretarial support would be considered to
be provided by IHB/IOC Secretariat. The Secretary shall be responsible for ensuring that
the necessary GEBCO Project coordination is made in accordance with the decisions of
the Committee, and that meeting arrangements, invitations, documentation and agenda
are prepared. The Secretary shall act as Rapporteur and prepare the draft Summary
Report of the meeting which shall be distributed to the Members of the Committee,
preferably within one month of the meeting. Member’s comments should be returned
within one month of distribution of the draft report. The final Summary Report shall be
forwarded to the IHO and IOC. The Secretary shall act as secretary between meetings.
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