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Maximising access to marine data through the use of highly advanced technology and systems

Advisory Board

Confirmed Speakers

KEY THEMES TO BE DISCUSSED

1.	  
Dr Nicolas Jarry 
Senior Coastal Engineer  
and Project Manager,  
Sogreah Gulf
 

2.	  
Prof. Abderrazak Bannari 
Eng, PhD Professor of Remote Sensing 
and GIS Head of Geoinformatics 
Department, Arabian Gulf University

3.	  
Hendrik Jan Atsma 
Fleet Manager,  
Emirates Ship  
Investment  
Company LLC

Dr. Nicolas Jarry 
Senior Coastal Engineer and  
Project Manager, Sogreah Gulf
 
Prof. Abderrazak Bannari 
Eng, PhD Professor of Remote 
Sensing and GIS Head of 
Geoinformatics Department,  
Arabian Gulf University
 
Peter Pissierssens 
Head, UNESCO / IOC Project Office 
for International Oceanographic Data 
and Information Exchange (IODE)
 
Dr. Hassan B. AWAD 
Expert in Data Management,  
Regional Organisation for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment 
(ROPME)
 
Loay Gazaleh 
Portfolio Advisor – Major 
Infrastructure & PPP, 
Ministry of Works Bahrain
 

Haifa Ben Romdhane 
Research Assistant, Earth Observation 
and Hydro-Climatology Laboratory 
- Institute Center for Water and 
Environment, Masdar Institute of 
Science and Technology
 
Dr. Juan Recio 
Associate Director, Ports,  
Marine and Geotechnical,  
AECOM
 
Capt. Sukhdev Singh 
General Manager Marine,  
Port of Salalah
 
Faisal Boolayan 
Senior Chemist Water Pollution 
Department, Kuwait Environment 
Public Authority
 
Capt. Mayed Alameiry 
Deputy Harbour Master,  
Port of Fujairah
 
 

John Echlin
Planning Advisor, Transport Planning, 
Infrastructure Planning Department, 
Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council 
(UPC)
 
Hamad Al Awadhi 
Planning Professional, Transport 
Planning, Infrastructure Planning 
Department, Abu Dhabi Urban 
Planning Council 
 
Abdulaziz Alshkeili 
GIS Analyst, Spatial Data, 
Infrastructure Planning Department, 
Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council 
 
Dr. Nedal Al Hanbali 
GIS Manager, Spatial Data, 
Infrastructure Planning Department, 
Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council
 
Dr. Mootaz Khaled 
Coastal/Maritime Specialist &Senior 
Marine Engineer, Abu Dhabi National 
Oil Company (ADNOC)

•	 Creating GCC marine data infrastructure centres to be 
available to all stakeholders

•	 Building marine data systems that can survey and 
monitor the environment and to protect marine life

•	 Mapping and cartography for navigation, offshore 
projects and construction

•	 Utilisation of Hyperspectral and Multispectral Remote 
Sensing Data for Bathymetry Mapping

•	 GPS, GIS and Inertial Navigation System (INS) 
•	 Monitoring of climate change and sea level measures
•	 Technology to acquire accurate and updated water 

and Navigation safety data to ensure decision makers 
have adequate intelligence to ensure safety and 
operational efficiency

•	 Observation of the littoral, coastal evolution and 
development & erosion, coastal urbanization

Register  
before  

15 November  
and save up to  

 
$400!

VIP  
invitation 

passes 
available  
only for 

selected GCC 
Government 
Authorities

Organised by:
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Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) has awarded a contract for Phase 4 and 5 of the Dubai Water Canal Project.

Cost: Dh703 million
Completion date: by the end of September this year

This project demands extensive dredging and monitoring of the impact on the marine environment.

In January 2016, Abu Dhabi Ship Building (ADSB) and Drydocks World have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU). 
 
Objectives: 

- Create an industrial entity to strengthen  
   maritime projects in the UAE and across the  
   GCC involving the latest infrastructure.

2016, 2017 and 2018

Port of Duqm (Oman) plans massive development in next 3 years in view of the multiple activities in progress  
to complete the final development work at the port.
- for commencing fully-fledged operations 	 - the last construction packages for completing the work 

Terminal will be implemented in 2 stages:
- Dredging	 - Construction

Overview of the GCC Projects concerning marina data infrastructures

DP World is to expand its flagship Jebel Ali Port  
with the construction of 

 

Terminal 4 
costing $1.6bn. 

The planned construction work will see the port’s capacity increase by 3.1-million  
twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU) by 2018, taking its overall capacity to 22.1-million.

30-31 January 2017 
Dubai, UAE 

3.1-million

TEU / 2018

22.1 
million

That means increased need for costal, water, current,  
tide data during the construction process.

That means needs for monitoring data  
to complete the work efficiently and safely.

- Enhance knowledge and marine data  
   transfer and capabilities exchange  
   between the two companies.
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Conference Day One: 
Monday 30th January 2017

	D r. Nicolas Jarry, PhD Senior Coastal Engineer / Project Manager, 
Sogreah Gulf 

12:00	 Bahrain Case study: Monitoring and control technologies to 
assess climate change and rising sea level
•	 Integrate IT and observation satellites to check rising sea 

level impact on the coastal area- special focus on small 
island states like Bahrain

•	 Integrated management of coastal zone and evolution to 
help the decisions makers and useful future generations

•	 Observatory of the littoral, climate, current, coats erosion,  
coastal urbanization

	 Loay Gazaleh, Portfolio Advisor – Major Infrastructure & PPP, 
Ministry of Works Bahrain 

	I nvestment in Marine Data Projects

12:30	 Oman Case Study: Phase 3 expansion of Port of Salalah
•	 Water data on density used for the new project including 

expanded breakwater arms
•	 Marine data needed to protect berths against waves into the port
•	 Technology and services used, like undersea cables and 

monitoring tide
	 Capt. Sukhdev Singh, General Manager Marine, Port of Salalah 

13:00	 Fujairah Case Study: How to use marine data for development 
and safety
•	 Marine data to ensure the dafety and security of the port
•	 Marine data use to control port and ship activities
•	 New projects to be developed

	 Capt. Mayed Alameiry, Deputy Harbour Master, Port of Fujairah 

13:30	 Case Study: Canal and Port extension and development 
•	 Dredging and marine structure
•	 New construction projects, water canal, port facilities
•	 Marine data use in ports and coastal engineering 

infrastructure projects
•	 Marine that should be used according to projects

14:00	D ubai case study: Jebel Ali Terminal 4 expansion
•	 Needs for costal and water data like waves, tide, current to 

expend the port’s capacity
•	 Using symmetric survey technology, sonar, radar to collect 

marine data
•	 Marine data important for port management, construction, 

quay walls & onshore structures (containers, lift machines, 
pontoons) 

14:30	 Chairman closing comments

14:40	N etworking lunch and end of conference day one

08:00	 Coffee, registration and welcome refreshment

08:50	 Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks

	I nternational marine database center

09:00	 Keynote Presentation: Importance of establishing national 
oceanographic data centres
•	 Advantages of joining International Oceanographic Data and 

Information Exchange (IODE)
•	 Importance of joining Ocean Biogeographic Information 

System (OBIS)
•	 UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

(IOC) and its other programmes
	P eter Pissierssens, Head, UNESCO/IOC Project Office for IODE 

	M onitoring and Protecting the marine environment

09:30	 Keynote Presentation: Implementation of the Regional 
Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
(ROPME) Convention and its Protocols
•	 Status of marine data in the ROPME Sea Area: challenges 

and opportunities 
•	 Role of ROPME in upgrading National capacity for producing 

good quality marine data
•	 Marine data and assessment of the Regional SDG-14 indicators

	D r. Hassan B. AWAD, Expert in data management, ROPME 

10:00	 Keynote Presentation: Data and infrastructure in marine 
environment for an efficient management and sustainability
•	 Marine data used to manage decision making process for  

a sustainable environment
•	 Relevant data needed regarding coast lines, water, tide, 

bathymetry, hydrography
•	 Latest technology and innovation available on the market to 

get the relevant data
	 Haifa Ben Romdhane, Research Assistant at the Earth 

Observation and Hydro-Climatology Laboratory - 
 Institute Center for Water and Environment (iWATER),  
Masdar Institute of Science and Technology 

10:30	 Presentation: Establishing a marine database for multi users
•	 Create marine navigation intelligence charts and data for 

those using the waterways 
•	 Building marine data systems that can survey and monitor 

the environment
•	 Collecting multi information data include scanning data, 

manometer data 

11:00	N etworking and coffee break

11:30	D ubai Case study: Coastal Engineering and climate change
•	 Understand new coastal developments and reclaimed areas
•	 Know how climate change is linked to sea level rise impacts, 

coastal erosion and waves climate
•	 Protect coastal erosion’s especially soft solutions including 

artificial submerged reef in geotextile
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Conference Day Two: 
Tuesday 31st January 2017

•	 How multi information data include scanning data, 
manometer data (using magnets), sub bottom profiling and 
multi sensor data can help to get continuous data?

	D r. Mootaz Khaled, Coastal/Maritime Specialist  
(Senior Marine Engineer), ADNOC 

12:10	 Case study: Comparison and validation of CARIS-HIPS, 
Hyperspectral and Multispectral Remote Sensing Data for 
Bathymetry Mapping
•	 Knowledge of water depth to estimate bottom albedo, 

improve habitat mapping, sediment budgets estimation 
to maintain the man-made channel depth for smooth 
navigation,

•	 Using SONAR, GPS, GIS and Inertial Navigation System 
(INS) to understand seafloor

•	 How multi information data can help to get continuous 
data?	

	P rof. Abderrazak Bannari, Eng, PhD Professor of Remote 
Sensing and GIS Head of Geoinformatics Department, Arabian 
Gulf University 

12:40	N etworking & refreshment break

13:10	 Panel discussion: Infrastructures and data access systems 
regarding water
•	 How to acquire data on water to help decision-makers to 

establish their working development strategies?
•	 Water data needed by the professional staff
•	 Manage water quality for the safety of the navigation and 

the water protection
	D r. Juan Recio, Associate Director, Ports, Marine and 

Geotechnical, AECOM 
	F aisal Boolayan, Senior Chemist Water Pollution Department, 

Kuwait Environment Public Authority 
	 Dr. Mootaz Khaled, Coastal/Maritime Specialist (Senior Marine 

Engineer), ADNOC 

13:40	 Case study: S-WiNG - 3D application
•	 E navigation, app on cellphone or ipad software developed 

by the port
•	 3d and real time to check & see all ships present in the port 

by all staff of the port
•	 Useful for safety, management, planning & operational 

monitoring
	 Jérôme Besancenot, Head of the Information System 

Development department, HAROPA - Port of Le Havre 

14:10	 Chairman closing comments

14:20	N etworking lunch and end of conference

08:00	 Coffee, registration and welcome refreshment

09:00	 Chairman welcome and opening remarks

	Ma rine data infrastructure in the GCC

09:10	 Presentation: Newly web developed maritime spatial portal 
“Digital Map Atlas”

	 Abdulaziz Alshkeili, GIS Analyst, Spatial Data, Infrastructure Planning 
Department, Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council (Confirmed) 

09:40	 Keynote Presentation: Establishment of the Gulf Marine Center 
for the GCC
•	 Provide maritime bulletins, alerts, accurate marine data, 

impact of marine security
•	 Collect weather forecast-data from partners, process and 

analyse
•	 Integrate information to set up a framework for marine data 

available to all stakeholders

10:10	 Case Study: Marine project 2030 – Strategic and sustainable 
development plan for the Emirates costal and marine resources 
•	 Ensure a balance of maritime activities within internal 

waterways and coastlines 
•	 Federate policies on coastal and marine area to facilitate 

integration of various interests 
•	 Climate change adaptation, marine water quality, transport, 

security maritime utilities
	 Hamad Al Awadhi, Planning Professional, Transport Planning, 

Infrastructure Planning Department, Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council 

10:40	 Panel discussion: Marine information and data management
•	 Exchange and interact with marine data sets from highly 

heterogeneous sources
•	 Implement a federated marine data for a good regional 

cooperation and safety in the GCC
•	 What are the network services and technologies used for that?
•	 GIS & software to have mapping and cartography for 

navigation and offshore projects
•	 Navigation safety technology 

	 John Echlin, Planning Advisor, Transport Planning, Infrastructure 
Planning Department, Abu Dhabi Urban Plannning Council

	 Dr Nedal Al Hanbali, GIS Manager, Spatial Data, Infrastructure 
Planning Department, Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council 

11:10	N etworking and coffee break

	Ma rine data acquisition technology

11:40	 Panel discussion: Technologies and innovations to get marine data
•	 What are the tools to obtain accurate and updated marine 

data?
•	 What are the hydrographic surveys (taking measures, 

navigation data, dredging, marine construction such as 
quay) necessary to develop marine projects?
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•	 Expand your network of contacts and potential clients 
•	 Build brand credibility 
•	 Generate new leads and build quality new business 

relationships 
•	 Position your brand as a thought leader 

•	 Demonstrate your commitment to the local market 
•	 Gain a competitive edge 
•	 Interact with major industry players and engage key 

decision makers 
•	 Launch new products and services 

Technology and Software Providers 
including:

•	 Dredging and salvage 
•	 Acoustic imaging
•	 Radars, sensors, sonars
•	 Geophysical and geotechnical 

equipment, 
•	 Positioning equipment and GPS
•	 Navigation tools
•	 Buoys
•	 Meteorological and hydrological 

stations
•	 Cartography and mapping
•	 3D modelling
•	 Photogrammetry

•	 Marine survey services and 
equipment

•	 Vibration monitoring systems
•	 Electro-optics
•	 Meters
•	 Compasses
•	 Marine GIS software
•	 Maritime applications
•	 Data archive centres
•	 Underwater cables
•	 Video monitors
•	 Multibeam echosounder 

solutions
•	 Autonomous Surface Vehicles
•	 Unmanned Surface Vehicles
•	 Seismic Data Acquisition

•	 Environmental impact 
assessment, compliance, 
certifications

•	 Offshore technology for 
exploitation of natural resources

•	 Conteners
•	 Communication solutions, radios
•	 Ship equipments and spares
•	 Automatization & remote control 

monitoring
•	 Antivirus and security solutions
•	 Observation satellites
•	 GIS and Inertial Navigation 

System (INS)
•	 Machines /equipment for port

Attendee profile
 

•	 GCC Government Authorities
•	 Developers
•	 Project Owners
•	 Contactors
•	 Consultants and experts
•	 Survey companies

•	 Port authorities
•	 Navy
•	 Marine constructions companies
•	 International organisations
•	 NGOs and associations
•	 Research institutions
•	 Telecommunications 

organizations

•	 Shipping and transport 
companies

•	 Oil and gas operators
•	 Fishery companies
•	 Hydrographic and Oceanographic 

organisations
•	 Meteorology Department

Why Sponsor  

Who should sponsor  

Who will you meet 

There are a limited number of sponsorship opportunities available at,  
2nd Annual Marine Data Infrastructure GCC 2017 contact  
opportunities@acm-events.com or +971 4 361 4001 
to find out how we can help you.

Sponsorship opportunities 

30-31 January 2017 
Dubai, UAE 
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The Conference  Fee includes the following:

•	 Access to all presentations and seminar  networking breaks
•	 All food and refreshments during the seminar sessions (excludes evening meals and only applies to 	 	 	
     refreshments served in the dedicated conference  networking area)
•	 Access to international subject matter experts

Dubai, UAE

VENUE DETAILS

Take advantage of our corporate group rates. To know more about our special group discounts for registering 3 or more delegates from your 
company, contact us at opportunities@acm-events.com 

CORPORATE GROUP RATES

METHOD OF PAYMENT

Payment by Bank Transfer to be made in favor of: 

ADVANCED CONFERENCES & MEETINGS FZ-LLC
AED Account #: 01306-457101	 IBAN: AE06 0120 0000 0130 6457 101
USD Account #: 02306-457101	 IBAN: AE58 0120 0000 0230 6457 101
Bank:   Bank Of Sharjah
Branch: Dubai Internet City Branch, Dubai, UAE
Swift Code: SHARAEAS

I will be making a bank transfer to Advanced Conferences & Meetings FZ-LLC

I will be sending a bank cheque made payable to Advanced Conferences & Meetings FZ-LLC to P.O.Box: 478842, Dubai, UAE

Date: Signature:

Title: 

Position:

Name:

Family Name:

Company: 

Address: 

Phone: Mobile: 

PO Box: 

Fax: Email: 

Website:

DELEGATE DETAILS Please print a copy for each delegate

Industry: Country: 

PAYMENTS TERMS

Full payment is due at the time of your registration. Your registration will not officially be confirmed until full payment has been received. Attendance 
to the event on-site is only permitted once full payment has been confirmed.

If your registration is received 14 days or under prior to the event date or if full payment has not yet been received, a credit card number will be 
requested to confirm your place.

All registrations that include the “Early Bird” discount must be paid in full before the Early Bird deadline, otherwise the full rate will be applied and 
charged. 

All tailored or team discounts offered by Advanced Conferences & Meetings also require full payment at the time of registration.

One discount offer cannot be combined with another.

All agenda details, including timings, speakers and topics were 
confirmed in writing at the time of publication. Should circumstances 
beyond the control of the organisers necessitate any alterations, 
Advanced Conferences & Meetings reserve the right to modify the 
advertised agenda and format where required. Any such alterations will 
be communicated directly or updated on the event website as soon as 
possible.

PROGRAM CHANGES

For any requested changes to your details, or if you would like to suggest 
a colleague to receive this or future event information, please email us at 
mailing@acm-events.com

YOUR DETAILS

Cancellations of delegate bookings require written notice. If the written 
notice is received more than seven days prior to the event date, a credit 
note worth 85% of the delegate contract fee will be issued for use at 
another Advanced Conferences & Meetings event to take place within a 
12 month period from the date of issuance. The remaining 15% will be 
retained by Advanced Conferences & Meetings as an administration fee. 
If the written notice is received seven days or less from the event date, 
no credit will be issued.
 
Substitutions between colleagues of paid delegate places are permitted 
at any time prior to the event date, provided that Advanced Conferences 
& Meetings has been given reasonable notice.
 
If Advanced Conferences & Meetings are required to cancel an event, a 
full refund of the delegate contract fee will be issued.
 
If Advanced Conferences & Meetings are required to postpone an event 
for any reason and a paid delegate is unable to attend on the new 
scheduled date, a credit note for 100% of the delegate contract fee will 
be issued for use at another Advanced Conferences & Meetings event to 
take place within a 12 month period from the date of issuance.
 
Advanced Conferences & Meetings shall not assume any responsibility or 
liability whatsoever for any loss or damage by reason of any cancellation, 
rescheduling, postponement or alteration of an event.

Force Majeure:
Advanced Conferences & Meetings will not be responsible for any 
loss, damage, injury, claims costs or expenses of any kind whatsoever 
if the event is cancelled, postponed or altered due to a Force 
Majeure.    Force Majeure is defined as any unforeseen occurrence that 
renders performance of the event impossible, inadvisable, illegal or 
impracticable. Force Majeure includes, but is not limited to: casualty, 
fire, explosion, flood, earthquake or other natural disasters, an act of 
God, governmental restrictions or regulations, war or apparent acts of 
war, terrorism or apparent acts of terrorism, civil disturbances or riots, 
strikes, curtailment, suspension or restriction on transportation facilities 
and means of transportation or any other emergency.

CANCELLATION POLICY

+971 4 361 4001

+971 4 361 4554

www.marinedatainfrastructuregcc.com  

opportunities@acm-events.com

Advanced Conferences & Meetings 	
FZ-LLC, P.O.Box: 478842, UAE

5 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER

Provide promotional code 
to get your discount

PROMOTIONAL CODE: AMOUNT PAYABLE:

Marine Data 
Infrastructure GCC: 

Early Bird Discount
Register and pay before 15 

November to save 10% 
Standard Price Onsite Price

Manufacturers, Solution 
and Service Providers US$ 1799 US$ 1999 US$ 2199

A limited number of VIP places are available for qualifying UAE government officials and authorities.

27-28 February 2017 
Dubai, UAE

Sponsorship opportunities 



Advanced Conferences & Meetings FZ-LLC is a premium 
business-to-business events company focusing on the 
dynamic and ever changing requirements of the MENA 
region. Our events are highly efficient networking and learning 
opportunities, bringing senior decision makers together 
and providing up-to-the-minute information on industry 
trends, government initiatives, technological advances and 
developments in regulation. As such, they act not only as 
extremely effective tools for gaining competitive advantage, 
but also as high level platforms for change in the industries 
they serve.

 

With our headquarters in Dubai, UAE and with regional 
representation in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Egypt, and 
Iraq, Advanced Conferences & Meetings operates across the 
MENA region, combining our local knowledge and contacts 
with the latest international standards.

Whether you are looking to enter a new sector, source 
partnerships, connect with leading solution and service 
providers or gain knowledge of market trends, legislations and 
the latest technical developments, Advanced Conferences 
& Meetings give you access to expert decision makers and 
thought leaders alongside the means to network effectively 
amongst key business prospects.

         profile

Some of the subject areas we currently cover

BUILDING INFORMATION  
Modeling - BIM

Accessibility & Assistive 
Technology

SMART CITY  
INFRASTRUCTURE

SUSTAINABLE  
CONSTRUCTION

INTERIOR  
DESIGN

Weather & 
Meteorology

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY

DRAINAGE

TECHNOLOGY 
CONSTRUCTION

LIGHTINGHumanitarian 
Technology

LANDSCAPING &  
PUBLIC REALM

Information 
Technology

RETROFITTING & DEMAND  
SIDE MANAGEMENT
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Advanced Conferences & Meetings  
have partnered with some of the best and most established trade show providers in the region:

 Sports 
Technology



The ACM Interface+ conference format is designed to 
optimize the valuable and finite time our busy delegations 
can dedicate to being out of the office while also enhancing 
their enjoyment of the ACM on-site experience. Specifically 
tailored to our region of operations here in the Middle East, 
the Interface+ format maximizes networking opportunities, 
facilitating the building of profitable relationships within 
the context of a dynamic, efficient and relevant learning 
environment.  

ACM conference days, using the Interface+ format, have an 
earlier start than conventional agendas and conclude with a 
late lunch. The conference sessions are regularly punctuated 

by refreshment and networking breaks to allow for unhurried 
face-to-face interaction between peers, colleagues and 
business prospects. The mid-afternoon conclusion of 
our formal conference agenda allows for government 
representatives and busy executives to adjourn earlier in the 
day, having still enjoyed a full and rich program of content. 
Post-lunch, ACM will offer additional, optional learning and 
networking opportunities in the shape of workshops, product 
demonstrations, technology launches, site visits, pre-
arranged 1-2-1 business meetings and hosted receptions.

Interface+ makes timing sense for our delegates and 
business sense for our sponsors.

We are continually building our network of local and regional partners.  
If you would like to work with us, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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