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Date 08 October 2015

Dear Colleagues

Subject: NCWG1 Actions affecting B-400 (follow-up to NCWG Letter 07/2015)
Thank you to the 17 Working Group members and ESRI who responded to NCWG Letter 07/2015. As you will see from the consolidated response form at Annex A there was general agreement with proposed clarifications. There were a few comments to which I (or the Secretary in regard to AU responses) have responded (in red in Annex A), including minor suggestions for improvements which I have approved. The consequent slightly amended versions are at Annex B, and will be included in S-4 at the next edition. If you disagree strongly with the revised wording, please inform the Secretary and me as soon as possible.
In response to a comment from Australia, a further question related to accommodation vessels has been raised.  Accordingly, please respond to this letter by 03 December 2015, using the response form at Annex C.

Yours sincerely,
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Re: International Fleet Review [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Chris and Lyn Roberts [chrisandlynr@bigpond.corm]
Tor_Vioatton, Jeff 1R

Thanks Jeff,

That s great news. If you could post a copy to my dad, Don Roberts at 4/120 Wright Street, HURSTVILLE NSW 2220, that would be great as he wil be out there on the
harbour on the review day.

Tll check out the website now.

Spoke to Ron Fumess this morning. He is now 70 and was saying it will be 20 years next year since we moved from North Sydney. Wow!1!! He is pretty well in health
‘and litle involvement with THO matters.

Chris

On 16/09/2013 10:19 AM, Wootton, Jeff MR wrote:
Gday Chris
I have had a chat with Goran and Jenny. and have the following information regarding the Intemational Fleet Review

There will be a chart (half chart) published hopefully this week indicating the positions of allthe warships participating in the Review. | have organised to get a copy of
the chart for you when it is published

No-one that | spoke to was aware of any publication/booklet containing information about the Review being published. The closest thing to such a publication that |
could find was the "offcial” website for the Review

hitp:/fwwnwnavy. gov.aulif
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Jeff Wootton,

Chair NCWG.

Annex A: 
Consolidated response to NCWG Letter 07/2015

Annex B: 
‘Final’ version of clarifications to S-4 (NCWG Secretary Actions 19 and 23 from NCWG1).

Annex C: 
Response form

Annex A to NCWG Letter 12/2015

Offshore Accommodation Vessels and Refuge Areas/Anchorages

Consolidated Responses to NCWG Letter 07/2015
	
	Question
	Yes
	No

	1
	a. Do you agree with the draft revised wording for B-445.5?  
	AU, BR, CA, ES, ESRI, DE, FI, FR, GR, ID, IT, JP, LV, NL, NO, UK, ZA
	US

	
	b. Do you agree this should be a ‘clarification’ 
(not requiring HSSC/IHO-MS approval)  
	BR, CA, ES, ESRI, DE, FR, GR, ID, IT, JP, LV, NL, NO, UK, ZA
	AU, FI, US

	2
	a. Do you agree with the draft revised wording for B-431.3?
	AU, BR, CA, ES, ESRI, DE, FI, FR, GR, ID, IT, JP, LV, NL, NO, UK, US, ZA
	

	
	b. Do you agree with the draft revised wording for B-493.4?
	AU, BR, CA, ES, ESRI, DE, FI, FR, GR, ID, IT, JP, LV, NL, NO, UK, US, ZA
	

	
	c. Do you agree these should be ‘clarifications’ 

(not requiring HSSC/IHO-MS approval)  
	BR, CA, ES, ESRI, DE, FR, GR, ID, IT, JP, LV, NL, NO, UK, US, ZA
	AU, FI


Further comments
AUSTRALIA
B-445.5:  Suggest some minor editorial changes to the new paragraph (d) as follows (changes in blue):
d. Accommodation (or Support) vessel: A vessel for accommodating personnel, temporarily moored and capable of maneuvering under its own power. They should usually only to be charted if moored (or ‘not under command’) for a considerable period, such as six months or more. For shorter periods, a temporary Notice to Mariners may be appropriate. For inshore accommodation vessels, for example house boats and decommissioned cruise vessels used as floating hotels, see B-330.

Australia also considers that the use of the word “vessel” in “Accommodation vessel” is inferred by the symbology and is therefore redundant (note that “vessel” is not included with FSU, FSO and FPSO).  Suggest “Accommodation” only is sufficient:
An appropriate legend or abbreviation, for example: ‘Storage Tanker ’; ‘Accommodation vessel’; ‘FSU’; ‘FSO’; ‘FPSO’ (or equivalent) may should be added adjacent to the symbol if scale allows.

Taking this a step further, consideration could be given to including a new abbreviation e.g. “Accom”.
Secretary: Agree to both suggestions. See also US comments below. We will need to get WG and then MS approval if we want to make ‘accom’ into an INT abbreviation.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Australia considers that the changes proposed in this letter constitute Revisions as defined in IHO Resolution 2/2007 (clause 5.1 – underline for emphasis only):  “Revisions are defined as …   ; introduce necessary changes that have become evident as a result of practical experience or changing circumstances; or add new specifications within an existing section. ….”.
Secretary: This could be argued either way. These are small expansions of existing specifications and could have been inferred by compilers anyway. Making it clear reduces the risk of compilers choosing a different way (very possible, as discovered in the original discussion at NCWG1) of achieving the same objective. NCWG1 definitely agreed that the first should be a clarification (stated in the report). IHB advice at NCWG1 was to ‘stretch’ the use of ‘clarifications’ as far as possible, which I propose we should do, at least until Res 2/2007 is reviewed. I was unsure, hence I asked the question, but most WG members appear to agree.
FINLAND
1b, 2c: The revised wordings introduce new additions to the existing specifications, and therefore these cannot be treated as 'clarifications' according to Resolution 2/2007.

Chairman: See Secretary’s comment above, which I am prepared to accept pending discussions on Resolution 2/2007 at HSSC7. 
GERMANY
The symbol at L17 in S-4 should be shown without the abbreviation FPSO. In the NEs of INT1 we have already included the accommodation vessel in the description for L17 as we decided this as a clarification. The INT1 symbol has no abbreviation.

Chairman: Agree.
INDONESIA

The revised wording “or within a maritime area such as an anchorage (N12)” in B-493.4 will bring implication that in those anchorage areas (N12 / B-431.3) might also be written  “Ref” necessarily.

Chairman: to avoid that possible misunderstanding, we will amend to “…, or (in magenta sloping text) within a maritime area such as an anchorage (N12)”.
US

B-445.5.a

The indefinite article before "SBM" should be "an" as the pronunciation of the "S" in the abbreviation starts with an "e" sound.

Chairman: I think there is no definite rule on this in written English, but modern practice seems to agree with you, so we will change to ‘an’. However, I am sure there are other examples in S-4.
The first sentence also appears to be missing a noun at the end. Would it be better to say, "… through an SBM or similar (pick one: "system," "facility," "device," "mechanism")."

Chairman: Agree it would read better to have a noun given rather than implied. We will use ‘system’.

B-445.5.d

Suggest changing the second sentence to "They should usually only be charted if moored (or ‘not under command’) for a considerable period, such as six months or more." The command status of the ship is irrelevant for charting purposes; what matters is that it's moored for a considerable period.

Since the use of "should" already provides flexibility, the "usually" isn't really needed. Also, since the cases where it would not be charted are not described, the word does not provide any additional direction.

Chairman: Agree.
Regarding the changes to B-445.5 being a clarification, adding a whole new type of ship to the list in this section may go a bit beyond a simple clarification, especially since this change results in a different symbol being used for the feature. Remember that this issue arose because an accommodation vessel operator objected to the previously understood guidance, which was to represent these vessels as "hulks." This could be considered a "substantive semantic change" by IHO Resolution 2/2007, "Principles and Procedures for Making Changes to IHO Technical Standards and Specifications,"
 which defines a clarification as:

Clarifications are non-substantive changes to a standard. Typically, clarifications: remove ambiguity; correct grammatical and spelling errors; amend or update cross references; insert improved graphics in spelling, punctuation and grammar. A clarification must not cause any substantive semantic change to a standard. Clarifications are the responsibility of the relevant subordinate body and may be delegated to the responsible editor.

Chairman: See Secretary’s comment above, which I am prepared to accept pending discussions on Resolution 2/2007 at HSSC7.
Annex B to NCWG Letter 12/2015

NCWG1 Actions affecting B-400

(Existing S-4 in black, with proposed changes in red)

1. Clarification relating to accommodation vessels (NCWG1 item 8.4, Action 19)

B-445.5 
Moored offshore production vessels associated with offshore production.

a. 
Floating Storage Unit (FSU): A simple hulk providing storage for fully-processed oil awaiting export, usually through an SBM or similar system. They It will normally be un-manned.

b. 
Floating Storage and Offloading (FSO): A vessel which stores fully-processed oil and provides facilities for loading export tankers. It will normally be moored in such a way as to allow it to swing to wind or stream. It is always manned.

c. 
Floating Production, Storage and Offloading (FPSO): FPSO are used to produce oil and gas from fields which are located in water that is too deep for fixed production platforms. These are highly specialized vessels which are part ship, part oil and gas processing plant, and part storage unit. The finished product is exported to shore by pipeline or tanker. Older versions of FPSO (usually converted tankers) may be moored to SPM or SBM. Modern versions incorporate a turret, through which pipelines connect to the sub surface facilities. The turret is anchored to the sea floor and incorporates a swivel which allows the vessels to rotate through 360° under the influence of wind and tidal stream. For safety zones around FPSO, see B-445.6.

d. 
Accommodation (or Support) vessel: A vessel for accommodating personnel, temporarily moored and capable of manoeuvring under its own power. They should only be charted if moored for a considerable period, such as six months or more. For shorter periods, a temporary Notice to Mariners may be appropriate. For inshore accommodation vessels, for example house boats and decommissioned cruise vessels used as floating hotels, see B-330.

FSU, FSO and FPSO All the above should be charted by the symbol for a moored storage tanker, L17:

 [image: image2.jpg]


 
L17
An appropriate legend or abbreviation, for example: ‘Storage Tanker ’; ‘Accommodation’; ‘FSU’; ‘FSO’; ‘FPSO’ (or equivalent) may should be added adjacent to the symbol if scale allows.

If the vessel is moored to a SPM or SBM, and the paper chart scale does not permit charting the mooring and the vessel, the legend should be placed adjacent to the symbol L12 or L16, as appropriate, and the symbol L17 omitted.

For Single Well Oil Production Systems (SWOPS), at which tankers are intermittently moored, see B-445.1.

2. Clarification relating to areas/anchorages (NCWG1 item 8.6, Action 23)

B-431.3
Anchorage areas with limits …[1st sub-paragraph unchanged]
Numbered or named anchorage areas, or anchorages for particular vessels, should be identified as in the following examples (sloping text, anchor symbol upright, all magenta) where possible. These symbols may be adapted for other purposes or types of vessels, for example refuge area (Ref), small craft. Size of text and associated anchor symbol may be adjusted to suit the size of the area.

B-493.4
A refuge for shipwrecked vessels and/or mariners should be charted by the international abbreviation 

Ref or Ref 
T14
The abbreviation should be inserted adjacent to an appropriate symbol, such as a building (D5) or a refuge beacon (Q124), or (in magenta sloping text) within a maritime area such as an anchorage (N12).

Annex C to NCWG Letter 12/2015

Offshore Accommodation Vessels

Response Form

(please return to CSPCWG Secretary by 3 December 2015)

andrew.coleman@ukho.gov.uk
	
	Question
	Yes
	No

	1
	a. Do you agree with the addition of a new international abbreviation “accom” at B-122.1 for the term “accommodation” (and subsequent clarification at B-445.5)?
	
	


Further comments:

Name:

Member State:

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








� IHO M-3, Resolutions of the International Hydrographic Organization, 2nd Edition, page 33 (PDF page 44) at � HYPERLINK "http://www.iho.int/iho_pubs/misc/M3-E-OCT14.pdf" �http://www.iho.int/iho_pubs/misc/M3-E-OCT14.pdf�.
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