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BA NP 100 (2015 edition)

Submarine Cables
9.43

Submarine cables, many carrying
high voltage electric currents, are
faid across rivers and harbours,
offshore to islands and structures
and between them, and across
the oceans

Caution:

Mariners should note that seabed mobillty may leave cables spanning undulations of the
seabed, increasing the likelihood offishing or other gear becoming irecoverably snagged,
and potentially putting the vessel in severe danger.

Modern fong-distance telephone cables are fitted with submarine repeaters at frequent
intervals to improve clarity; the repeaters contain components designed to function
unattended for 25 years at depths of 3 miles or more. Damage to telecommunication
cables can lead to extensive distuption of international communications, whilst damage to
power cables willinterrupt electricily supplies, and could endanger ffe.

Where cables are known to be power transmission cables, charts are noted accordingly.
Submarine cables without such anote, however, must notbe assumedto be of lowvoltage;
many countries do not distinguish between cables of different voltages. Also, high voltages
are fed into certain submarine cables other than power transmission cables.

Submarine cables may conduct high valtages and contact with (or proximity o) them
poses an extreme danger. Every care should therefore be taken to avoid anchoring,
trawling, fishing, dredging, dilling, or carrying out any other activity in the vicinity of
submarine cables which might damage them. Damage to a submarine cable can lead to
prosecution where it can be shown to be done wilfully or through neglect.

Itavessel fouls a submarine cable whilst anchoring, fishing or trawling, every effort shoutd
be made to clear the anchor gear by normal methods, taking care to avoid any risk of
damaging the cable. If these efforts fai, the anchor/gearftraw! should be slipped and
abandoned, anddeally, a marking buoy should be deployed, to aid possiblefuturesalvage
operations. Partioular care should be exercised should a vessel's trawlffishing gear foula
cable and raise it from the sea floor. This may lead o a capsize situation due to the
excessive load. Before any attempt to slip or cut gear from the cable is made, the cable
sshould first be lowered to the seabed.

In all cases care should be taken to avoid damaging the cable. It s obligatory that gear
should be sacrificed rather than risk such damage.

Submarine cables should NEVER be cut. As all power cables and most
telecommunications cables carry dangerous voltages, cutling them s likely to endanger
life or cause serious injury. Furthermore, no claim in respect of injury or damage sustained
through such interference with a submarine cable s likely to be entertained.
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Belgium Annual Notice No. 1/20-2016

> 1/30 UNDERWATER CABLES AND
PIPELINES

BaZ 1/30 - 2015 cancelled

1. Warning against anchoring and trawling close to or in the
vicinity of submarine cables and pipelines

In connection with the serious disturbances in connection or supply, which

might result in case of damage, the very high repair costs, and in some

case potential danger of life, all precautions must be taken so as to avoid

anchoring and trawling at or close to submarine pipelines, even when there

is no specific ban on the chart.

In order to avoid the risk of damaging submarine electricity cables as much
as possible, a 250 meter protected area is created; this area is located at
both sides of the cable. It is not allowed to drop any anchor in that area, even
when there is no specific prohibition on the chart. Other activities, except
for the installation of another cable in accordance with the stipulations of the
Royal Decree dated 12 March, 2002, such as trawling, can only take place if
these activities do not create any risks for the electricity cable.

2. Potential dangers resulting of rupturing cables or pipelines in
order to clear anchors or fishing gear

Certain cables are high voltage cables, and can create a serious danger

of life or as a minimum the risk of serious burns in case such cables are

ruptured.

When a vessel breaks down because of a submarine cable, the anchor or

the fishing gear must be let slip and sacrificed without doing the slightest

attempt to chop the submarine cable while taking all

precautions and avoiding any risk of damaging the cable.

Exaggerated force exercised on a pipeline can result in rupturing or tearing

the line. In the case of a gas line, the gas escaping at high pressure all of

a sudden might resemble an explosion, and can cause not only serious

damage but also result in immediate and serious danger of fire or even loss

of the vessel and human lives.
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Belgium Annual Notice No. 1/30-2016 (Continued)
When a vessel breaks down due to a pipeline, the anchor or the fishing gear
must immediately be let slip and sacrificed without undertaking any attempt
to clear the anchor or fishing gear.

With the goal of striving for greater protection of submarine cables and
pipelines, and in order to avoid very expensive repair works, interruption
of connections or of supply, the mariners’, and especially the fishermen’s,
special attention is drawn to Article 7 of the Law dated 18 April, 1885, on
the approval of the International Convention on the protection of submarine
telegraph cables, and to the procedure provided in it concerning obtaining
indemnity for loss or sacrifice of anchors or fishing gear. Article 29 of the
International Convention on the High Sea, realized in 1958 in Geneva, has
expanded the bearing of Article VIl of the 1884 Convention (telegraph cables)
to all submarine cables and pipelines. The 1982 Law of the Sea Convention,
as ratified by the Law dated 18 June, 1998, adopted these provisions, and
lays down that:
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Italy Annual Notice No. 8 of 2016 (English translation)
SUBMARINE CABLES AND PIPELINES

In compliance with the International Convention on the protection of submarine cables dated March 14 1884,
Legislative Decree No. 259 dated August 1 2003, “Electronic Communication Code”, states that anchoring
‘within one quarter of a nautical mile from a submarine cable whose position is indicated by signals or
otherwise is a punishable offence, except in case of force majeure. Sanctions are higher if the cable is
damaged as a result, even if not operating at the time, and if the damage is not promptly notified at the first
port of call within 24 hours from arrival.

This applies to fishing equipment, as well as anchors.

When anchors or fishing equipment impact a submarine pipeline, they must be dropped immediately, without
trying to disentangle them, as any attempt to free them may break the pipeline and result in gas leaks,
explosions and fires and cause hazards to the ship herself.

The International Convention 1958, ratified with Law No 1658 dated December 8 1961 extends the
regulations for telegraphic and telephonic cables to submarine power cables.

The 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, ratified with Law No n. 689 dated December 2 1994, in
art.113 (Breaking or injury of a submarine cable or pipeline) states that “Every State shall adopt the laws and
regulations necessary to provide that the breaking or injury by a ship flying its flag or by a person subject to
its jurisdiction of a submarine cable beneath the high seas done wilfully or through culpable negligence [...]
and similarly the breaking or injury of a submarine pipeline or high-voltage power cable, shall be a
punishable offence.

In order to indicate the exact position of submarine cables — telegraphic, telephonic, power and optic fiber —
and pipelines and to avoid damage resulting from anchors and trawling equipment, such features must be
indicated in nautical charts whenever the scale allows it.

In Italy, it is the Maritime Authority’s responsibility to determine those restricted areas where anchoring,
trawling and any other activity on the sea bottom are prohibited.

For further details, and for the indication of cable landings on the Italian coasts, see Portolano Generalita -
Part |, as well as the relevant nautical charts and sailing directions.

In view of the potential hazards they may cause when impacted — including variations of magnetic
declination - submarine power cables are indicated in charts using the relevant symbol.
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fpan Pub. 304 2016 editiongubmnrinc Cables

Notification of work attendant to the laying of submarine cables or changing of existing cables is made
through general Notices to Mariners and Regional Const Guard Headquarters Notices to Mariners, Care
should be taken fo aveid rawling and anchoring in the vicinity of submarine cables, which may carry high
valtage and therefore be very dangeraus,
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SOUTH AFRICAN NOTICE TO MARINERS
NO 23 OF 2016

Former Notice No 23/2015 is cancelled.
SUBMARINE CABLES AND PIPELINES - Avoidance of and Associated Dangers

1. Mariners should be aware of the need to avoid anchoring, trawling, fishing, dredging, drilling or carcying out any activity close to subma-
rine cables and pipelines, Damage to telecommunication cables can lead fo extensive distuption of intemational comnunications, whilst dam-
age to power cables willinterrupt clectricity supply. Pipelincs may contain flammable oilor gas under pressure; a vesscl causing damage foa
pipeline could face an immediatc hazard cifler by loss ofbuoyancy duc to gas acrated water or by firc/explosion, and resultinan environmen-
tal hazard. Such damage o a submarine cable or pipelinc can fead to prosccution.

2. Ifa submarine cable is fouled whilst anchoring, fishing or trawling, every effort should be made to disengage from the cable by normal
methods, without causing damage. Ifthesc efforts fil, the anchor/gear/irav should be slipped and abandoned. Particular carc should be cxer-
cised shoulda vessels trawl/fishing gear foula cable and raisc it from the scabed. This may lead toa capsize situation due o the excessive load.
Before any attempt to slip o cul gear from the cable is made, the cable should first be lowered to the seabed.

3. SUBMARINE CABLES SHOULD NEVER BE CUT, as this s likely to endanger lfe or cause serious injury. All power cables and most
telecommunication cables carry high voltages.

4. Submarine pipelines are not always buried and their presence may cffectively reduce the charted depth by as much as 2 metres. Where
pipelines are close together, only one may be charted. Pipelines may span across seabed undulations; the size and positions of such spans are:
not constant and may vary due to tide and wave action. IUis possible for fishing gear to become snagged under a pipeline so tha itis irecover-
able, which could present a serious hazard to the fishing vessel. In the event that masters or skippers suspect they have fouled a pipeline with
gearoranchors, they should not place excessive weight on their gear, which could damage the pipeline and endanger their vessel and cre.

5. Incidents involving the fouling of submarine cables or pipelincs should be reported immediately to the approprinte authoritics. In niost
cases this will be the nearest Coastal Radio Station, who should be contacted and advised as to the nature of the problem and the position of the.
vessel.

6. Formore information on submarine cables and pipelines, including related regulations and charting policy, refer to South Afvican Sailing
Directions Voliume I (SAN HO-21).

Source : TELKOM
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US Special Paragraph No. 13 of 2016 (in NM 1/2016)

(13) WARNING-DANGER FROM SUBMARINE CAbLLy A 1D PIPELINES

Submarine cables or pipelines pass beneath various navigable waterways throughout the world. Installation of new
submarine cables and pipelines may be reported in the Notice to Mariners; their locations may or may not be charted. Where
feasible, waming signs are often erected to warn the mariners of their existence. In view of the serious consequences resulting
from damage to submarine cables and pipelines, vessel operators should take special care when anchoring, fishing or engaging
in underwater operations near areas where these cables or pipelines may exist or have been reported to exist.

Certain cables carry high voltages; many pipelines carry natural gas under high pressure or petroleum products.
Electrocution, fire or explosion with injury or loss of life or a serious pollution incident could oceur if they are penetrated.

Vessels fouling a submarine cable or pipeline should attempt to clear without undue strain. Anchors or gear that cannot be
cleared should be slipped; no attempt should be made to cut a cable or pipeline.

(Repetition NTM 1(13)15) (USCG)
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US Coast Pilot 1 (2016 edition)

(1200 Submarine Cables and Submerged Pipelines

(121) Submarine cables and submerged pipelines cross many waterways used by both large and small
vessels, but all of them may not be charted. For inshore areas, they usually are buried beneath the seabed,
but for offshore areas they may lie on the ocean floor. Warning signs are often posted to warn mariners of
their existence.

(122) The instaltation of submarine cables or pipelines in U.S. waters or the Continental Shelf of the United
States is under the jurisdiction of one or more Federal agencies, depending on the nature of the installation.
They are shown on the charts when the necessary information is reported to NOAA and they have been
recommended for charting by the responsible agency. The chart symbols for submarine cable and pipeline
areas are usually shown for inshore areas, whereas chart symbols for submarine cable and pipeline routes
may be shown for offshore areas. Submarine cables and pipelines are not described in the Coast Pilots.

(123 In view of the serious consequences resulting from damage to submarine cables and pipelines, vessel
operators should take special care when anchoring, fishing or engaging in underwater operations near areas
where these cables or pipelines may exist or have been reported to exist. Mariners are also warned that the
areas where cables and pipelines were originally buried may have changed and they may be exposed; extreme
caution should be used when operating vessels in depths of water comparable to the vessel’s draft.

(124) Certain cables carry high voltage, while many pipelines carry natural gas under high pressure or
petroleum products. Electrocution, fire or explosion with injury, loss of life or a serlous pollution incident could
occur if they are broached,

(125) Vessels fouling a submarine cable or pipeline should attempt to clear without undue strain. Anchors or
gear that cannot be cleared should be slipped, but no attempt should be made to cut a cable or a pipeline.
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__Australia Annual Notice No. 14 of 2015
14. SUBMARINE CABLES AND PIPELINES

Caution against Anchoring and Trawling in vicinity.

1. Mariners are warned that every care should be taken to avoid anchoring or trawling in the vicinity of submarine
cables or pipelines. Damaging or severing of an under-sea pipeline or cable could rate as a national disaster and very
severe criminal penallies may apply. In addition the vessel which has fouled such an under water infrastructure could

be exposed to extreme explosion or electrocution risks.

Symbols.
N Cables, cable areas, pipelines and pipeline areas are shown on charts in magenta using the appropriate symbol.

Mariners should note the Caution and ‘(see Note)' on charts which have these symbols.

y dashed T-shape lines interspersed with a short section of the wavy cable symbol. Disused cable is shown by an

g. Submarine cables are shown as wavy lines, submarine cable areas may be shown bounded by pecked lines or
interrupted wavy cable symbol.

M. Submarine pipelines are shown as a pecked line using a bulbous type symbol with an annofation such as gas,
hem, oil. Disused pipe-lines will be shown with an interrupted pecked line. Disused cables will be shown with an

interrupted wavy cable symbol.

anger Involved in Cutting to Clear Anchors or Fishing Gear.

3 In the event of any vessel fouling a submarine cable, every effort should be made to clear the anchor or gear by
ormal methods; should these efforts fail, the anchor or gear should be slipped and abandoned without attempting to
ut the cable. High voltages are fed into submarine cables as well as power transmission cables and serious risk exists
f loss of life or severe burns from electric shock if any attempt to cut the cable is made. No claim in respect of injury or
lamage sustained through such interference with a submarine cable will be entertained by the owner of the cable.

In the event of any vessel fouling a submarine pipeline the anchor or gear should be slipped and abandoned
ithout attempting to get it clear. Any excessive force applied to a pipeline could result in a rupture and, in the case of a
as pipeline, the consequential sudden release of gas at high pressure - somewhat like an explosion - could cause
erious damage or oss of the vessel. There would be an accompanying severe and immediate fire hazard. No claim in
fespect of injury or damage sustained through such interference with a submarine pipeline will be entertained by the
winer of the pipeline.

In order to afford greater protection to submarine cables and pipelines, and to avoid expensive repairs and
lisruption of communications or supplies, the attention of mariners and particularly fishermen, is drawn to Article VIl of
ihe Submarine Telegraphs Convention of 1884, and to the procedure for making claims for sacrifice of gear. The 1958
onvention on the High Seas Article 29, has the effect of exlending the provisions of Article VIi of the 1884 Convention
o cover Damage to Submarine Pipelines and High-voltage Power Cables.

Article VII provides that:

[a) Owners of ships o vessels who can prove that they have sacrificed an anchor, a net, or other fishing gear in order
to avoid injuring a submarine cable or pipeline, shall receive compensation from the owner of the cable or pipeline.
b). In order to establish a claim for such compensation, a statement which is supported by the evidence of the crew,

should be drawn up immedialely after the occurrence. The master must make a declaration to the proper authorities
within twenty-four hours after his return to port or next putting into port.
©) The lalter shall communicate the information to the consular authorities of the country to which the owner of the
cables belongs.




