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ADVANCE \D 85.0P R E F A C E

The publication of the Fourth Edition of Special Publication No. 23 "Limits of Oceans and Seas" (S-23) was decided by the XIth International Hydrographic Conference (April 1977) which adopted the following Decision No. 17:


"The conference resolved that in view of the increasing use being made by cartographers, national institutions and commercial agencies of S-23, the International Hydrographic Bureau shall undertake a revision of this publication in order to update its content.


To accomplish this task the IHB should solicit representation on an ad hoc Working Group to carry out a review of this publication and to provide guidelines for its updating and revision".

The following Member States nominated representatives on the Working Group: Argentina, Chile, France, Germany (Federal Republic of), Japan, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, and United States of America.


In response to the action initiated by the Bureau, as convenor of the Working Group, the United Kingdom submitted guidelines for the work of the Group which were circulated to the Members for consideration and were adopted after minor amendments. The Working Group started the work of the revision of S-23 in November 1979 and worked closely with the other IHO Member States in their respective zone, by correspondence.


After having received all proposals from the members of the Working Group, the Bureau compiled a Draft Fourth Edition 1986 of S-23 which was submitted to the IHO Member States for comments and approval before its final publication as the Fourth Edition.


The proposed draft did not receive the requisite number of votes for acceptance. Since that date, various members of the Directing Committee have worked to amend the draft to satisfy the Member States. This edition is the result of that activity.


The names and limits used in the text and shown on the chartlets of the Fourth Edition have been drawn up solely for the convenience of national Hydrographic Offices when compiling their charts and preparing the nautical publications produced by them. The limits do not necessarily result from complete and exact geographical studies, but bathymetric data of various oceanographic expeditions, where available, has been taken into consideration so that the names and limits may be also acceptable to oceanographers and other users. In any case, it must be clearly stated that limits used in the S-23 have no legal or political significance whatsoever.


This new edition takes into account IHO Technical Resolution A 4.2, which is reproduced in Appendix C.

__________
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INTRODUCTION
A. The oceans and seas of the World have been divided for administrative purposes into the following ten main zones numbered 1 to 10. It may be noted that these zones do not necessarily coincide with the established ocean areas and that certain complex areas, such as the Mediterranean and Black Sea; and the South China and East Archipelagic Seas have been assigned their own zones.



1.
North Atlantic Ocean and its sub-divisions.



2.
Baltic Sea and its sub-divisions.



3.
Mediterranean Region and its sub-divisions.



4.
South Atlantic Ocean and its sub-division.



5.
Indian Ocean and its sub-division.



6.
South China and Eastern Archipelagic Seas and its sub-divisions.



7.
North Pacific Ocean and its sub-divisions.



8.
South Pacific Ocean and its sub-divisions.

9. Arctic Ocean and its sub-divisions.

10. Southern Ocean and its sub-divisions.

Each main zone and its sub-divisions constitute a chapter of the publication. Each sub-division is designated by the number of the main zone followed by another number designating the sub-division. A graphic depiction of the ten main zones appears with the Alphabetical Index, at the beginning of the publication.

B.
The following layout has been adopted:

· The texts describing the limits of each main zone and of each sub-division are printed on the right hand pages with a reference chartlet printed opposite.

· The chartlets are for illustrative purposes only and have no navigational or political significance.

· At the beginning of each chapter, a chartlet-index shows the location (by means of the corresponding numbers) of all the sub-divisions included in the main zone described in the chapter.

· The geographical positions given in the descriptions of limits are taken from national larger-scale charts published by the IHO Member States located in the area concerned and in the possession of the Bureau. When such national charts were not available or do not exist, the United Kingdom larger-scale charts, available at the Bureau, have been used. In this edition, positions have been given in degrees and minutes only as it has been felt that greater precision, through the use of seconds, was not required for the placement of nomenclature.

· For the generic naming of sea areas, with limited exceptions, English has been used for "Oceans" and "Seas" to conform with the title. For other areas, such as "Straights", "Bays", "Channels" and "Gulfs" English has been used when the areas is surrounded by more than one country and the national language has been used when the area is surrounded by only one country e.g. "Arnadyrskiy Zaliv". Exceptions to these rules may occur when common usage indicates otherwise. Footnotes are used to offer further explanation or options. 

· Generic terms (cape, point, island, etc.) used to describe reference points are expressed in the national  language, as appropriate, with translation in English in a footnote. Exception is made in Chapter 10 "Southern Ocean" where, due to the international nature of the Antarctic, English is used for the generic part of reference names.

· Only the geographical names cited in the descriptive texts are shown on the chartlets. 

· An "Alphabetical Index" of oceans, seas, straits and gulfs described in this publication has been added after the "Index of Main Zones", at the beginning of the publication. Also the French version of each of these names is shown in Appendix B, together with the corresponding English term.

C.
When contention exists in the use of names, an attempt has been made to reach unanimous agreement but in cases where this has not been possible, reference has been made to IHO Technical Resolution A4.2, paragraph 6 (See Appendix C).


When two or more names are indicated for a feature, cartographers may decide which name or names to use.

While the international practice of States for the naming of oceans and seas is indicated in this publication, in some instances national practices may differ. Reservations reflecting those national variances are contained in Appendix A.

__________

Index of Main Areas
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ALPHABETICAL INDEX

of Oceans, Seas, Straits and Gulfs

described in this publication

_____________________

	Name
	Page
	Name
	Page

	Adriatic Sea
	3-15
	East China Sea
	7-11

	Aegean Sea
	3-19
	East Siberian Sea
	9-5

	Alboran Sea
	3-8
	English Channel
	1-11

	Amundsen Sea
	10-13
	Flores Sea
	6-22

	Anadyrskiy Zaliv
	7-22
	Golfe de Gascogne
	1-12

	Andaman Sea
	5-18
	Great Australian Bight
	5-23

	Arabian Sea
	5-10
	Great Barrier Reef
	8-11

	Arafura Sea
	5-22
	Greenland Sea
	9-14

	Arctic Ocean
	9-3
	Gulf of Aden
	5-8

	Aru Sea
	6-27
	Gulf of Alaska
	7-24

	Baffin Bay
	9-21
	Gulf of Aqaba
	5-6

	Balearic Sea
	3-10
	Gulf of Bothnia
	2-5

	Bali Sea
	6-20
	Gulf of California
	7-26

	Baltic Sea
	2-2
	Gulf of Carpentaria
	5-22

	Banda Sea
	6-30
	Gulf of Finland
	2-5

	Barents Sea
	9-11
	Gulf of Guinea
	1-13

	Bass Strait
	8-16
	Gulf of Mannar
	5-13

	Bay of Bengal
	5-16
	Gulf of Mexico
	1-16

	Bay of Biscay
	1-12
	Gulf of Oman
	5-10

	Bay of Bothnia
	2-5
	Gulf of Panama
	7-26

	Bay of Fundy
	1-19
	Gulf of Papua
	8-12

	Beaufort Sea
	9-26
	Gulf of Riga
	2-6

	Bellingshausen Sea
	10-14
	Gulf of St. Lawrence
	1-19

	Bering Sea
	7-22
	Gulf of Suez
	5-6

	Bering Strait
	7-22
	Gulf of Thailand
	6-10

	Bismarck Sea
	8-5
	Gulf of Tonkin
	6-10

	Black Sea
	3-21
	Halmahera Sea
	6-37

	Bo Hai
	7-13
	Hudson Bay
	9-19

	Bothnian Sea
	2-5
	Hudson Strait
	9-19

	Bransfield Strait
	10-16
	Iceland Sea
	9-15

	Bristol Channel
	1-9
	Indian Ocean
	5-2

	Caribbean Sea
	1-15
	Inner Seas off the West Coast of Scotland
	1-8

	Celebes Sea
	6-42
	Ionian Sea
	3-17

	Celtic Sea
	1-11
	Irish Sea
	1-8

	Central Baltic Sea
	2-3
	Jawa Sea
	6-18

	Ceram Sea
	6-34
	Joseph Bonaparte Gulf
	5-20

	Chukchi Sea
	9-26
	Kara Sea
	9-9

	Coastal Waters of Southest Alaska and British Colombia
	7-24
	Kattegat
	2-11

	Cooperation Sea
	10-8
	La Manche
	1-11

	Coral Sea
	8-8
	Labrador Sea
	1-20

	Cosmonauts Sea
	10-7
	Lakshadweep Sea
	5-13

	Davis Sea
	10-8
	Laptev Sea
	9-7

	Davis Strait
	9-17
	Lazarev Sea
	10-6

	Dover Strait
	1-12
	Liaodong Wan
	7-13

	Drake Passage
	4-6
	Ligurian Sea
	3-12

	Drake Passage
	10-15
	Lillebælt
	2-9

	Dumont d'Urville Sea
	10-11
	Lincoln Sea
	9-21


	Name
	Page
	Name
	Page

	Malacca Strait
	6-14
	Seto Naikai
	7-15

	Mawson Sea
	10-9
	Singapore Strait
	6-14

	McMurdo Sound
	10-12
	Skagerrak
	1-5

	Mediterranean Region
	3-3
	Solomon Sea
	8-6

	Mediterranean Sea
	3-5
	Somov Sea
	10-11

	Mediterranean Sea, Western Basin
	3-6
	Sound Sea
	2-6

	Mediterranean, Eastern Basin
	3-13
	South Atlantic Ocean
	4-3

	Molucca Sea
	6-38
	South China and Eastern Archipelagic Seas
	6-3

	Mozambique Channel
	5-5
	South China Sea
	6-7

	Natuna Sea
	6-12
	South Pacific Ocean
	8-3

	North Atlantic Ocean
	1-3
	Southern Ocean
	10-3

	North Pacific Ocean
	7-3
	Storebælt
	2-8

	North Sea
	1-5
	Strait of Gibraltar
	3-7

	Northwestern Passages
	9-23
	Strait of Hormuz
	5-10

	Norwegian Sea
	9-14
	Strait of Sicily
	3-15

	Palk Bay
	5-13
	Straits of Florida
	1-16

	Palk Strait
	5-13
	Sulu Sea
	6-45

	Pas de Calais
	1-12
	T'ai-Wan Strait
	7-9

	Persian Gulf
	5-10
	Tasman Sea
	8-14

	Philippine Sea
	7-5
	Tatarskiy Proliv
	7-18

	Red Sea
	5-8
	Teluk Berau 
	6-35

	Riiser-Larsen Sea
	10-7
	Teluk Bone
	6-32

	Rio de la Plata
	4-4
	Teluk Tomini
	6-40

	Ross Sea
	10-12
	The Sound
	2-8

	Sawu Sea
	6-26
	Timor Sea
	5-19

	Scotia Sea
	4-5
	Torres Strait
	8-11

	Sea of Azov
	3-21
	Tryoshnikova Gulf
	10-9

	Sea of Marmara
	3-21
	Tyrrhenian Sea
	3-12

	Sea of Okhotsk
	7-20
	Weddell Sea
	10-5

	Selat Makasar
	6-20
	White Sea
	9-12

	Selat Sumba
	6-23
	Yellow Sea
	7-12

	Selat Sunda
	6-16
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