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Re: Actions SCUFN 23/57 & 23/58 (on the Ogasawara Plateau and its associated 

features) 

 

Yasuhiko Ohara 

 

August 11, 2011 

 

The confusion of the naming of this region begun at SCUFN-14 (2001, Tokyo). At 

SCUFN-14, JCUFN proposed the Hanzawa and Katayama Seamounts, while Dr. Fisher 

proposed the Ogasawara Rise, Yabe Plateau, Suda Ridge and Uda Spur. Then, SCUFN-14 

accredited the Hanzawa and Katayama Seamounts. The four features proposed by Dr. Fisher 

were put as “pending Japanese national approval”. As the reserve section review work for 

SCUFN-23 (2010, Lima), JCUFN approved the Ogasawara Rise, Yabe Seamount (instead of 

plateau), Suda Ridge, and Uda Spur, and then formally proposed these four names to 

SCUFN-23. However, SCUFN-23 only accredited the Uda Spur. SCUFN-23 considered, as 

actions 23/56 & 23/58, that the coordinates for the Ogasawara Rise needed to be redefined, 

while the names Yabe Seamount and Suda Ridge needed to be reconsidered.  

 

Following the SCUFN-23’s suggestion, JCFUN examined the bathymetry of the region 

around the Ogasawara Plateau and its associated features, and redefined the coordinates of the 

Ogasawara Plateau and its associated features. JCUFN also made a review on the naming 

history of the concerned area.  

 

The name “Ogasawara Plateau” first appeared in the literature in Tayama (1952). Then it was 

accredited by JCUFN in 1974 (Ishino, 1975). However, JCUFN recognized that the works by 

Christian N. Smoot (Smoot, 1983a, b) on the first detailed bathymetry of the region are the 

landmarks that have to be acknowledged. Based on the first detailed multibeam bathymetry, 

Smoot (1983a, b) gave the names Michelson Ridge, Smoot Guyot, Castor Guyot and Pollux 

Guyot to the features in the region.  
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Following these review works, JCUFN has reached a conclusion that the region be given the 

following six names:  

 

(1) Ogasawara Plateau  the northwestern part of the region 

(2) Ogasawara Rise  the southwestern part of the region 

(3) Michelson Ridge  the middle to the eastern part of the region, replacing the Suda Ridge 

(4) Smoot Guyot  replacing the Yabe Plateau 

(5) Castor Guyot  replacing the Hanzawa Seamount 

(6) Pollux Guyot  replacing the Katayama Seamount 
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Proposals for each feature are presented on the separate documents.  

 

It should be however noted that the remark that reads “the entire feature encompassing the 

Ogasawara Plateau, Ogasawara Rise, and Michelson Ridge is called the Ogasawara Plateau in 

the many science literatures” be put for these three names. Furthermore, the following 

remarks should be put for the three features: 

Smoot Guyot: JCUFN domestically calls the “Yabe Seamount”. 

Castor Guyot: JCUFN domestically calls the “Hanzawa Seamount”. 

Pollux Guyot: JCUFN domestically calls the “Katayama Seamount”. 
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