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From S-32 (Accessed web version 15.03.2013)

The hull of a wrecked or condemned ship, from which the fittings and superstructure have usually been removed, which is moored in a permanent position or grounded.

This definition has been noted during the S-101 DCEG review. It is considered that the current definition is insufficient and does not reflect the varying types of Hulk which exist.

The key characteristics of a Hulk in order of importance to the mariner are;

a) A vessel which does not move (under its own propulsion) - A vessel which is permanently moored or aground. 

b) Often wrecked or condemned but not always - It may be wrecked, condemned or put to some other use, training, storage etc Examples, HMS Bristol, Brecon, Victory UK, USS Intrepid, New York.

An FPSO could also be considered a Hulk under this definition but is considered a specific type and therefore has its own definition. An FPSO should reflect the hulk definition as it is just a hulk put to a specific purpose.
c) Often fittings and superstructure are removed but not always - The fittings and superstructure may have been removed. Examples HMS Victory, UK, US Intrepid, New York.

Therefore the following enhanced definition is proposed;

A vessel which is permanently moored or aground. It may be abandoned or put to some other use. Its fittings and superstructure may have been removed.

Other definitions;

IHO S-4 B-330
A hulk may be defined as the hull of an old vessel from which fittings and superstructure have been removed. It may be abandoned or put to some non-navigable use.

This is consistent with the S-32 definition to some extent but reflects that Hulks may be used for other purposes this is reflected at (b) above.

DGIWG FDD (has been used for non-hydrographic definitions for S-101)

A vessel, either stranded aground or permanently moored, that is no longer seaworthy due to an inoperable propulsion plant or compromised vessel integrity.
First part is consistent with proposed definition although stranded is avoided to avoid confusion with Wrecks. Latter part is not consistent with proposed definition which allows for hulks whicha re seaworthy but do not put to sea.
Miriam Webster Online 

a: a heavy clumsy ship 

b (1): the body of an old ship unfit for service (2): a ship used as a prison —usually used in plural <every prisoner sent to the hulks— Kenneth Roberts> 

c: an abandoned wreck or shell (as of a building or automobile) 

Analysis

a – not applicable in the context of marine navigation.

b -(1) consistent with a) above.

b -(2) consistent with b) above

c – consistent with b) above

Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary (Online accessed 15.03.2013)

the main part of an old vehicle, especially a ship, that is no longer used the hulk of a wrecked ship 
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