Worldwide ENC Database Committee (WEND), 11th Meeting
4th ECDIS Stakeholders’ Forum,
Tokyo, Japan, 2-5 September 2008
LOGISTICAL INFORMATION
(revised 14 August 2008)
General

The 11th Meeting of the Worldwide ENC Database Committee (WEND-11) and the 4th ECDIS Stakeholders’ Forum (ESF-4) will be held in Tokyo, Japan, from 2 to 5 September 2008, organized by the Japan Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department (JHOD). See Meetings arrangements. The meetings will take place at the Mita Kaigisho Conference Hall which is located 2-1-8, Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo. WEND-11 and ESF-4 will be held in the Auditorium and Conference Room 4 of Mita Kaiguisho, respectively. See location map and Tokyo Subway Network. The nearest subway station from Mita Kaigisho is Azabu-Juban Station. It takes about five minutes to walk from the Exit No. 2 of the station to Mita Kaigisho. That time of the year, the weather should be fairly humid and the average temperature should be around 25° C degrees. 
Registration

A Registration Form is provided separately on the IHO website. It should be completed as soon as possible and sent back to the following e-mail addresses by 20 July 2008: Mr Hiroki Yajima  wend-11@jodc.go.jp ,  copy to Michel Huet mhuet@ihb.mc.

Hotel Information
JHOD has made arrangements with several hotels located in the vicinity of Mita Kaigisho. See List of Hotels, with prices provided. As of 16 May 2008, the exchange rate was 103.6 JPY for 1 USD. All proposed hotels are within walking distance of the meeting place, i.e. ~ 5 min for Tokyo Sanuki Club, ~ 3 min for Hotel Olympic Inn, ~ 14 min for Celestine Hotel, ~ 19 min for Grand Hyatt Tokyo, and ~ 15 min for The Prince Park Tower Tokyo. Each participant is responsible for his/her own hotel reservation. Participants are advised to make a hotel reservation well in advance.

From Narita Airport, the easiest way to get to the hotels is to take a limousine bus. The bus runs every hour in the daytime, and will take you directly to your hotel or within easy reach of your hotel. However, not all hotel stops are on the limousine bus route, and a taxi may be required to reach the hotel. Another option is to take the Narita Express (N’EX) train which runs from Narita Airport roughly every 30 minutes in the daytime, and takes about an hour to reach Tokyo Station. Then a taxi can be taken to go to the hotel.
Visa Requirements

Some WEND members / observers may require a visa depending on the type of passport held. See list of tourist visa exemptions to enter Japan. If you need any assistance please contact JHOD well in advance for guidance and to request an invitation letter, if one is required. In addition to the information contained in the Registration Form, those requiring a visa will need to provide JHOD with their passport number, date/place of birth and sex, plus the address of the Japanese embassy/consulate delivering the visa in their country. See also New Immigration Procedures at http://www.moj.go.jp/ENGLISH/IB/ip.html. Support on this matter can be provided on request addressed to: Mr Hiroki Yajima  wend-11@jodc.go.jp .
