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Leisure craft charts for the Baltic Sea 
 

The issue was broad up by 
Germany during 14th BSHC. The commission considered the importance of that 
topic and decided to set up a questionnaire. The questionnaire was drafted by 
Germany/Denmark and disseminated to MS to reply their national position. All MS 
except Russia replied.  
 
The aggregation of all replies shows the following trends: 
 
- small crafts are exempted from full compliance with SOLAS carriage 

requirements including nautical publications as permitted per SOLAS V, 
Regulation 1 and 3 by the majority of MS. Instead, the national administrations 
set national regulations in force based on the criteria “dimensions” and “size” for 
nautical equipment. 

 
- With one exception, no MS requires the use official nautical publications. 

Consequently, the majority of HO is not legally required to provide official nautical 
publications customised to the specific needs of small crafts. 

 
- It appears that the information policy about the specific national requirements for 

carriage requirements diverges considerably between MS and more specifically, 
the requirements for nautical publications might not be transparent enough for the 
public. 

 
- nevertheless, the majority of MS is producing official nautical charts including 

update service customized for small crafts but only in analogue form. Four of the 
HOs complement their offer with official sailing directions.  

 
- the market for digital small craft charts is fed by almost all MS by the licensing of 

vector chart data, in particular ENCs or S-57 datasets and raster chart data. Each 
HO runs its own license/royalty system, some market data via PRIMAR RENC in 
addition. License conditions are mostly available for the public but on specific 
request. 

 
- The majority of HO have nominated contact persons/e-mail addressees who 

individually respond on request regarding licensing and re-use of HO owned 
data. 

 
The full synopsis about the received answers is given in Annex 1 of this document. 
 
 
The committee is invited to note the results of the questionnaire and discuss possible 
options towards a harmonised policy in the field of small craft charts with special 
regard to the licensing policy. 
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