ANNEX C 

Follow-on of the conclusions of the 7th EAtHC, Lisbon, OCT 2002

At the 7th EAtHC, Lisbon, October, 2002 twelve conclusions were obtained in relation with:

1. Hydrographic training

2. State of hydrographic surveys in West Africa

3. Implementation of WEND principles

4. Public relations

5. The IHO Strategic Planning Working Group

6. The IHO Basic Documents

7. IHO working plan

8. SOLAS Convention

9. Copywright issues.

10. Small scale Electronic Nautical Charts.

11. RENC cooperation, and

12. Dissemination of nautical information

CONCLUSION N° 1 


All the countries within the EAtHC Area not having trained personnel in hydrography, were invited to apply for hydrographic courses offered internationally, especially those offered by several HOs of IHO Member States and by the International Maritime Academy.

Some countries have applied to several courses offered. Details will be available in the WAAT and national reports.

CONCLUSION N° 2


The Members, the Associate Members and the IHB were invited to support and participate in the activities of the Western Africa Action Team.

Some Members of the EAtHC participated in the activities of the WAAT team, whose visits were well received by the local authorities. Details will be available in the WAAT and national reports.

CONCLUSION N° 3


Members and Associate Members were invited to foster ENC production and services and, if they have not already done so, to join one of the existing RENCs in order to distribute their products.

Some EAtHC Members continued their ENC production and distribution through one of the existing RENCs. Other Members have progressed in the goal of ENC production. Details will be available in the national reports.

CONCLUSION N° 4


Given the importance of public relations and the impact of the new technologies, was recommended the use of Internet and other Information Technologies, whenever possible.

Some EAtHC Members already have services provided through the INTERNET. Details will be available in the national reports.

CONCLUSION N° 5
Members and Associate Members were invited to participate actively in the works of the IHO Strategic Planning Working Group, through the EAtHC representative in that Working Group.

Several Members of the EAtHC participated actively in the works of the Strategic Planning Working Group. Details will be available in a specific topic of the agenda.

CONCLUSION N° 6


Noting the problems that some definitions and wording in English present for translation into other languages, was decided to transmit, through the EAtHC representative in the Strategic Planning Working Group, that any changes to the Basic Documents of the IHO, or any new documents that may complement or substitute them, should have in mind that their initial wording in English has to be translated within each IHO Member State language, in order to reach governmental approval.

Due to the agenda itens this subject was not discussed.
CONCLUSION N° 7

Members and Associate Members were invited to provide data, products and services other than those related to the safety of maritime navigation, for instance, products and services related to environmental protection, coastal management and economical activities.

Some EAtHC Members already have these types of services. Details will be available in the national reports.

CONCLUSION N° 8
Noting the importance of paragraph 21 of the United Nations Resolution A/53/32/1998 and the Chapter V of the revised SOLAS Convention, countries not having hydrographic capabilities were invited to establish formal arrangements with countries currently producing charts and nautical documents.

Several arrangements have been established in order to provide new hydrographic surveys and chart updates. Details will be available in the national reports.

CONCLUSION N° 9
Considering the need to protect Member States copyright Members and Associate Members were invited to provide the Chairman of the EAtHC with a list of the companies with whom they have reached some kind of agreement and a list of companies that use their data without any agreement. Also was requested the Chairman of the EAtHC to circulate the available information, among the Members and Associate Members of the EAtHC.

Informal reports have circulated among the EAtHC Members.

CONCLUSION N° 10 


Noting the lack of small scale ENC cells in the EAtHC Area and taking into consideration previous studies about this issue, carried out within the WEND Committee and the former European RENC-PRIMAR, was decided to task France, the INTCHART Coordinator for Area G, to carry out a project to establish the production of ENC cells for Navigational Purposes 1 and 2 in accordance with the existing INTCHART Scheme.

Action was taken by France. This issue is a topic of the agenda.

CONCLUSION N° 11


Noting  the existence of two RENCs in the EAtHC Area, was decided to mandate the Members of the EAtHC to promote the need for the cooperation of the existing RENCs, namely, through their representatives in the decision and consultative bodies of those RENCs.

Action was taken by France, Spain and Portugal within both PRIMAR-Stavanger and IC-ENC, namely through the work in their Technical Experts Working Groups.

CONCLUSION N° 12


Noting the urgent need to improve the dissemination of nautical information within the EAtHC Area, was decided to urge the Members and Associate Members to cooperate with the NAVAREA II Coordinator and to set up the necessary means to manage and disseminate nautical information, whenever possible within the framework of GMDSS.

Details are available in the WAAT reports and in the results of the previous Workshop.

