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IHO Hydrographic Commission on Antarctica (HCA)

Proposal for a seminar on hydrography to be held in conjunction with ATCM-41 in Ecuador in 2018
To:
HCA Members and Observer Organizations
Reference:
A. HCA-14, Tromsø, Norway, 28 - 30 June 2016 – List of Decisions and Actions.
1. At HCA-14, the HCA Chair and the representatives from Chile and IAATO reported on the outcome of the 39th Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM-39) held in Santiago, Chile in May 2016.  Their reports included confirmation that the ATCM had decided to incorporate Hydrographic Surveying in Antarctica as a priority matter in the Multi Year Strategic Work Program for 2018 and for the ATCM to consider the issue in 2018.  At the meeting Chile and Ecuador supported an offer from the IHO representative for the IHO to deliver a supporting seminar in 2018 on the status of hydrography in the Antarctic, similar to the one organized by the IHO at the 31st meeting of the ATCM held in Ukraine in 2008.
2. The HCA Chair has subsequently discussed with the ATCM Executive Secretary on the best way to ensure that a seminar on the significance of hydrography is included in the programme for ATCM-41 which will be hosted by Ecuador.  A proposal should be submitted to the next ATCM, to be held in China, where it can be considered.  His advice is that a proposal should be presented as a working paper to the next meeting of the ATCM in China next year.  The proposal may be submitted by the IHO but would benefit from direct support from at least some States represented in the ATCM.
3. Accordingly, and in support of Action HCA14/05, a draft proposal is presented in the Annex to this letter for your consideration.  Any input or comments on the proposal should be forwarded to the HCA Secretariat no later than 30 October 2016.  The HCA Secretariat will subsequently prepare and forward a consolidated draft of the proposal to those ATCM delegations whose States are also represented in the HCA, seeking their support for the proposal.  The final submission will be transmitted by the IHO Secretariat to accompany the IHO report to ATCM-40 (2017) in early 2017 in accordance with the submission timetable for ATCM-40.

Yours sincerely,
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Robert WARD

President, IHB
Chair, HCA

Proposal for a seminar on

 the fundamental importance of hydrography in supporting all marine and scientific activities in Antarctica

Proposal for a seminar on the fundamental importance of hydrography in supporting all marine and scientific activities in Antarctica

Working Paper submitted by [other ATCM Member States], the International Hydrographic Organization ( as Chair of the IHO H…C…A…)
Background
1. As a result of its consideration of the report of the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) at the thirty-ninth Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting in Santiago, Chile, the ATCM decided to incorporate Hydrographic Surveying in Antarctica as a priority matter in the Multi Year Strategic Work Program for 2018 and to consider the issue in 2018.  See ATCM Final Report paragraph 161.

2. As part of the discussions, it was proposed by the IHO that it could deliver a supporting seminar in 2018 on the status of hydrography (particularly nautical charting and the underpinning role of bathymetric data) in the Antarctic, similar to the one organized by the IHO at the 31st meeting of the ATCM held in Ukraine in 2008.  Chile and Ecuador supported this proposal.

Proposal

3. It is proposed that the IHO delivers a seminar in 2018 on the status of hydrography in the Antarctic.  The Seminar will be led by the Secretary General of the IHO, who is also Chair of the IHO Hydrographic Commission on Antarctica (HCA), the IHO body charged with coordinating the delivery of hydrographic services in Antarctica.  The role of the HCA is specifically recognised in ATCM Resolution 5/2014 - Strengthening Cooperation in Hydrographic Surveying and Charting of Antarctic Waters.

4. The seminar will be supported by the national Hydrographers of many of the 24 Member States of the IHO, all of which are also States Parties to the Antarctic Treaty.  Other relevant supporting organizations that operate under the umbrella of the IHO, including the General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO) and the International Bathymetric Chart of the Southern Oceans (IBCSO) projects will contribute.  Collaborating and supporting Organizations including SCAR, COMNAP, CCAMLR and IAATO will be invited to provide their perspectives as part of the seminar.

5. The seminar will examine in detail the impact of the currently unacceptable state of hydrographic knowledge, nautical charting and bathymetric mapping covering Antarctic waters, particularly in relation to safety, operations, environmental protection, climate change, oceanographic modeling and research in the region.  The seminar will go on to identify several practical, low-cost solutions that States and other Organizations can implement to improve the current situation.

6. The outcome of the seminar will be a number of recommendations on a coordinated implementation plan for further consideration by the ATCM.
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