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Necessity of survey work outside territorial waters.
The First Conference of the North Sea Hydrographic Commission,

Being convinced that the safety of the navigation in the North Sea of ships with a draught of more than 10 metres is a matter that should be subject to serious investigation,

Being convinced furthermore that no one hydrographic office can be held responsible for surveying sea-areas lying far outside its country’s territorial waters,

Being seriously disturbed at the present incomplete, inadequate and unreliable state of the surveys in the greater part of the North Sea which is being traversed by deep-draught ships,

Realizing that it is essential that the North Sea must be comprehensibly surveyed as soon as possible,

Realizing further the necessity of co-ordinated action and international co-operation to survey, as a matter of urgency, certain ”recommended” tracks for deep-draught ships to navigate,

Welcomes the initiative of Great Britain to prepare a study of the present situation of the surveys in the North Sea outside territorial waters, of the urgent needs for future surveys and of the possibilities and necessary actions to improve the present situation,

Requests the hydrographic offices participating to give all possible assistance to Great Britain for the preparation of this study and eventually to do everything within their power to comply with all decisions and recommendations that might be contained in the approved final report of this study

Requests neighbouring hydrographic offices, for the benefit of successful co-operation, to agree bilaterally and informally on provisional limits between their intended survey areas and to inform each other as soon as possible of any such agreement reached, with the proviso that such agreements can be revised whenever one of the both parties to it expresses the wish to do so and with the negation of any legal character of such agreements,

Requests hydrographic offices participating to take every action to promote active assistance of their fishing fleet and merchant navy in collecting survey data.










