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Deep draught passage E of Indefatigable Banks





The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its Seventh Session in The Hague, February 1972,





Observing that the present trunk-route from North Hinder to S-2, as depicted in the NSHC progress charts to date, does not pass through the deepest water available west of Brown Ridge;





Considering the fact that VLCC (very large crude carriers) draughts are increasing faster and to a greater extent than at first assumed by the Commission;





Taking cognizance of the fact that recent U.K. surveys indicate the existence of deeper water some twenty-five miles to the westward;





Recommends that the feasibility of a deep draught passage through the southern North Sea close eastward of the Indefatigable Banks should be further investigated from a perusal of the latest surveys, and if proved, that a sonar search along such a route should be undertaken by the U.K. with the aim of establishing a deep draught trunk-route from the North Hinder traffic separation gap to a position about twenty-five miles west of S-2 buoy, and





Recommends further that the other member countries (as appropriate) should consider surveying a possible continuation of this route.
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