Conclusions of the North Sea Hydrographic Commission
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32
London 1975
Obsolete 2000

DW Routes

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its Ninth Session in London 1975,

Reaffirming the opinion stated in Conclusion No. 13, ”that the alignment of the routes for deep-draught ships in the North Sea should be brought to the knowledge of the mariner after adequate survey and wreck searching activities have been carried out”;

Recalling that the decision recorded in Conclusion No. 24 to use ”a color other than magenta” was based on the need ”to distinguish surveyed routes from IMCO Traffic Separation schemes and routes”;

Observing that the amended version of TR B 172 (Annex C to IHB Circular Letter 15/1974) which deals with terminology, definitions and symbols for ship routeing purposes, recommends that the symbol for a DW Route shall ”be printed in colour, preferably magenta”;

Further observing that the IMCO publication ”Ships Routeing” (Third Edition 1973) displays the recommended symbols for depicting DW Routes on charts and indicates that the use of magenta is appropriate;

Desiring to avoid the charting of surveyed areas as ”DW Routes” until they have been formally adopted by IMCO;

Further desiring to avoid duplication of chart work by inserting the information on the charts in one style prior to formal adoption of the DW Route by IMCO, and then having to amend it to the recommended style following IMCO approval;

Recommends that, until IMCO has approved the survey areas as ”DW Routes”, they should be depicted on charts as areas, bounded by the IHB symbol defined in TR B 176.I; that symbol should be shown in colour, preferably magenta; that references ”see Note” should be inserted within the areas; that a Note on the chart should state that the areas have been closely surveyed for deep draught traffic and quote the date of the survey;

Further recommends that, following IMCO adoption, the letters DW should be inserted within the limits of the surveyed areas to indicate that they are approved deep water routes.

Remark 1997: F: ”Status: effected. Comment: see IHO M-4: 415 and 435 and IMO Guide on Ship’s Routeing, section 9”






