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Oslo-Paris Commission request.

	The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 25th conference in Gothenburg, September 2002;

Noting that the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM) of the Baltic Sea has entered obligations in its Convention to harmonize surveying amongst its signatories, to complete ENC coverage in the Baltic Sea and to further the use of ECDIS for deep draught and dangerous-cargo vessels, in order to improve safety of navigation,

Noting further the expected increase in oil tanker traffic out of the Baltic Sea affecting the North Sea and adjacent areas,

Noting further that the North Sea and adjacent areas are known for heavy maritime traffic and demanding hydrographic conditions so that it is necessary to do the utmost to prevent maritime accidents potentially hazardous to the marine environment, 

Resolves that the Hydrographic Offices of the Member States request their relevant national authorities to support an initiative in the OSLO-PARIS Commission (OSPAR), on the occasion of the joint ministerial meeting of OSPAR and HELCOM planned for June 2003, to incorporate obligations for adequate hydrographic surveying, completing ENC coverage of the North Sea and adjacent areas and promoting the use of ECDIS, as already adopted in the Helsinki Convention.


