Funding Request submitted to the IHO Capacity Building Committee

Course Budget and Rationale for Fiji Hydrographic and SOPAC’s Attendance 

Multibeam Sonar Training Course

Cairns, Australia, 26th Nov – 1st Dec 2007

Jens Kruger, Physical Oceanographer, SOPAC, jkruger@sopac.org
 Felix Maharaj, Chief Hydrographer, Fiji Hydrographic Service, felix.maharaj@govnet.gov.fj
August 2007
Introduction

This funding request seeks to strengthen SOPAC’s capacity to support ongoing and future survey work, within the Pacific Region involving the use of multibeam echosounder systems.

	Attendee
	Affiliation

	Soko Veikauyaki, Hydrographer
	Fiji Hydrographic Office

	Salesh Kumar, Technical Officer
	SOPAC

	Ashishika Sharma, Technical Officer
	SOPAC


	Budget Item
	Approximate Cost (FJD)

	Per Diem (8 days)
	2,640

	Flights (Suva- Cairns)
	2,500

	Course Fee
	5086

	Subtotal, one person
	10,226

	Total for four participants (FJD)
	30,678

	Total for four participants (approx. in AUD)
	24,000


Rationale

The Fiji Hydrographic Service and SOPAC have jointly carried out hydrographic surveys within Fijian waters using Reson Seabat multibeam systems to update Fiji’s nautical charts. This arrangement has been has been utilised for the past two years and is dependent on Fiji government funding, which is primarily used in the charter of a suitable vessel. When not on joint surveys with Fiji, SOPAC utilises the equipment in the acquisition of bathymetry for the sole purpose of geophysical studies in SOPAC member countries. It is on these occasions, in areas which are very remote or have no capability to acquire data, that data collected contributes to populating the sparse soundings on nautical charts. Unfortunately neither SOPAC nor FHS staff have had any formal training in multibeam systems, and it is considered necessary that proper training takes place at this time to ensure that the multibeam data acquired is of the best possible quality.

Presently SOPAC have four staff members that work directly with the multibeam systems on a daily basis in areas of acquisition, post processing and reporting, unfortunately none have any hydrographic training. The FHS has four operators and one person whom carries out processing and quality control, all have category B qualifications and, like SOPAC staff, they lack formal multibeam training.

There can be no doubt that the opportunities for data collection, available to SOPAC, can contribute significantly to nautical charting in the South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission, and that with attendance at a specialist training course in multibeam, quality data will become a possibility. Presently SOPAC has limited funding for training opportunities of this kind, and is only able to send a total of two staff members to the training course. Given the importance of the skills to FHS´s and SOPAC´s functions, it is thus requested if the funds tabled above could be provided for the attendance of the three mentioned persons through the IHO Capacity Building Committee.
