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Welcome

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, good morning/afternoon/evening and welcome to the 9th IHO Meeting of the South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission.
I am Phil O’Neil, Regional Director – East/Kevin Smith, Regional Director – NZ of L-3 Communications Nautronix (formerly HSA Systems Ltd).
I have been given the opportunity to say a few words due to our companies long standing commitment to hydrography within the region. This commitment is a direct result of the ongoing support shown to us by the Australian Hydrographic Service and Land Information New Zealand.
So, on behalf of L-3 Nautronix, it is a pleasure to be here.
Company Background

For those of you who may not be familiar with our company I would like to give you a brief overview of our business.

L-3 Communications acquired HSA Systems, a company specialising in hydrographic products and services, in March 2008. The company now has offices located across Australia, and in Wellington, New Zealand.

The company has been providing hydrographic products and services to:

- Australian Hydrographic Service
- Land Information New Zealand

- UKHO

- PNG NMSA & Department of Transport
- Maritime Safety Queensland
- Maritime New Zealand
and other hydrographic or marine related agencies for over 17 years. 

Current projects of interest to the SWPHC include:
- The production of 39 nautical charts and 56 ENCs for the AHS.
- The production and printing of 12 nautical charts for LINZ
- The maintenance and distribution of the New Zealand chart folio for LINZ.

- The supply and refit of the Hydrographic Data Acquisition Systems for the Royal Australian Navy’s Small Motor Launches. This includes the next generation of hydrographic data acquisition, processing and tactical (REA) production systems. 
- AIS/radar/Inmarsat C Vessel monitoring for national agencies.
Capacity Building

As HSA Systems our company was a major contributor to the recently completed Hydrographic Modernisation Project in PNG sponsored by the Asian Development Bank. Under a subcontractor arrangement with the PNG Department of Transport, CPCMS Transcom and the Australian Hydrographic Office, HSA compiled 39 new Nautical Paper Charts and ENC’s. The project was showcased by the Hydrographer of Australia, Commodore Nairn, in Canberra on World Hydrography Day as an illustration of Capacity Building. 

The PNG Paper Chart & ENC modernisation project and the re establishment of maritime infrastructure has proved to be very successful and continues to provide PNG with social and economic benefits based on a sustainable hydrographic capability. This is a key project illustrates how Capacity Building in the South West Pacific can provide long term social and economic benefits to the region. 
Given our relationship with the PNG modernisation project, our hydrographic experience and a desire to assist hydrographic development within the South West Pacific, L-3 Nautronix is committed to promoting and providing regional assistance through the IHO member states with a view to establishing sustainable, long term, hydrographic capability within the region. 
Closing

In closing we would like to thank the South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission for the opportunity to participate in this valuable forum. We would also like to thank our generous hosts the National Maritime Safety Authority of Papua New Guinea.
Thank you.
For more information on L-3 Nautronix (HSA) please refer to http://www.hsa.com.au/index.html 

For more information on L-3 Nautronix please refer to http://www.l-3com.com/nautronix/
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