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Dear Hydrographer, dear colleagues, 
 
I am pleased to inform you that France has taken over the chairmanship of the IHO 
South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission from New Zealand since January 2008. 
As chief executive of SHOM, it is a great honour for me to represent the hydrographic 
community interests in one of the largest area of responsibility of the IHO regional 
hydrographic commissions. 
First of all, I would like to thank New Zealand, and Mr John Spittal from Land 
Information New Zealand in particular, for the excellent job done during the last three 
years. As progress cannot be reached without a sustainable and collective effort, France 
hopes that all nations and international and regional maritime organisations will remain 
committed to raise the awareness of the importance of hydrography in this region. 
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In accordance with the decisions made at the 8th meeting of the SWPHC (Papeete, 19-20 
Sep. 2007)1, I believe that three main objectives should be considered with the highest 
priority: 
 

- assessment and clear understanding of the situation in this area in terms of 
hydrographic services to be provided in compliance with SOLAS, Chap V, Reg. 9 
against maritime requirements ; 

- development of hydrographic capabilities in the island States ; 
- implementation of an adequate ENC coverage.   

 
In order to progress with these objectives, my intentions are: 
 

- to liaise with PacMA and SOPAC authorities ; 
- to identify major maritime events in the region where IHO should be represented 

in order to draw the attention of decision makers ; 
- to participate actively in the IHO WEND and Capacity Building committees, as 

chair of the SWPHC ; 
- to meet and liaise as soon as possible with IMO islands States representatives in 

London, together with an IHB representative, prior to the IMO NAV54 meeting ; 
- then to investigate with SWPHC members and Australia, New Zealand, United 

Kingdom, and United States national hydrographers in particular, the most 
efficient way to develop hydrographic services in this region. 

  
I would be very grateful to you if you can provide me2 with your comments on these 
assesment and proposals, by the end of March.  
 
 

L’ingénieur général de l’armement Gilles Bessero 
directeur général du SHOM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 An update on the status of the action list will be provided by the end of June 2008. 
2 gilles.bessero@shom.fr, copy to : yves.guillam@shom.fr  
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Copie(s) extérieure(s) : SHOM's rep. in the Pacific (Head of the Pacific 
Oceanographic Group)  

Copie(s) intérieure(s) : Archives générales - 7048 
 

 



    

  

Mailing list 
 

Members 
 

Cook Islands 
 Maritime Division 

Ministry of Tourism 
P.O. Box 61 
RAROTONGA 

Fax : 00 682 28816 
 

Kiribati 
Ministry of Communication, Transport 
and Tourism Development 
P.O. Box 487 
Betio 
TARAWA 

Fax : 00 686 26 193 
E-mail : secretary@mict.gov.ki 
 

Nauru 
 Ministry of Transport 

P.O. Box 449 
Aiwo District 

Fax : 00 674 444 3188 
E-mail : secretary.transport@naurugov.nr 
 

Papua New Guinea 
 Hydrographic Division 

National Maritime Safety Division 
(NMSA) 
MMI Insurance Building Level 2 
Champion Parade 
P.O. Box 668 
PORT MORESBY 

Fax : 00 675 321 0873 
E-mail : nmsa@nmsa.gov.pg 
 
 

Republic of Vanuatu 
 Vanuatu Hydrographic Unit 

Survey Department 
PMB 024 
PORT VILA 

Fax : 00 678 22427 
 

Samoa 
 Ministry of Transport 

Maritime and Shipping Division 
P.O. Box 1607 
APIA 

Fax : 00 685 21990/25419 
 

Solomon Islands 
 Solomon Islands Hydrographic 

(SIHO) 
Chief Hydrographic Officer 
Department of Lands and Surveys 
P.O. Box 1224 
HONIARA 

Fax : 00 677 23110 
 

Tokelau 
 Director of Transport 

Tokelau Apia Liaison Office 
P.O. Box 865 
Apia 
SAMOA 

Fax : 00 685 21 761 
 



    

  

Tonga 
 Tonga Defence Services 

P.O. Box 72 
NUKU' ALOFA 

Fax : 00 676 23150/676 23934 
E-mail : hydro.navy.tds@defence.gov.to 
 

Tuvalu 
 Ministry of Labour, works and 

communications 
Private Mail Bag 
VAIAKU 
FUNAFUTI 

Fax : 00 688 20722/800 
 

Organisations 
 Bureau Hydrographique International 

4 quai Antoine 1er 
BP 445 
MC 98011 MONACO CEDEX 
Principauté de Monaco 
Fax : 00 377 93108140 
E-mail : info@ihb.mc 

 
 M. John Richardson 

Head of the Maritime Policy Task Force 
The European Commission 
Directorate General for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs 
J-99 07/12 
B-1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
E-mail : john.richardson@ec.europa.eu 
 

 Pacific Islands Maritime Association  
PacMA Secretariat 
Regional Maritime Programme 
Private Mail Bag 
SUVA 
Fiji 
E-mail : MeganS@spc.int 
 

 Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC) 
SOPAC Secretariat 
Private Mail Bag, GPO 
SUVA 
Fiji Islands 
Fax : 00 679 337 0040 
E-mail : director@sopac.org 
 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 
SPC Headquarters 
BP D5 
98848 Nouméa Cédex 
95 Promenade Roger Laroque 
Anse Vata 
New-Caledonia 
Fax : 00 687 26 20 00 
E-mail : spc@spc.int 


