\)_\ N 1‘/ South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission (SWPHC)
\\

3 Q, SWPHC Secretariat: Mailing Address:
1Y E Australian Hydrographic Office Locked Bag 8801
o — 8 Station Street Wollongong NSW 2500 Australia
Hydrograpalc G Wollongong Telephone; 61.2.42236672
,ﬁ""’"“”“’“ Australia Fax: 61.2.42236599
S Email:international. relations@hydro.gov.au
File: 2004/2500001 SWPHC Circular Letter 2/2015

AA830262

To: Members, Associate Members and Observers of the South West Pacific Hydrographic
Commission (SWPHC)

Republic of Vanuatu and Solomon Islands — Applications for Membership of the THO
Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find enclosed IHO Circular Letters 32/2015 and 62/2015, announcing the
applications from Republic of Vanuatu and Solomon Islands for membership of the
International Hydrographic Organization (THO), both of which are Associate Members of the
SWPHC. In applying for IHO membership, both nations show a willingness and ability to
further engage the international hydrographic community and are to be congratulated in
taking yet another positive step in further developing their national hydrographic capability.

For the SWPHC, the addition of Republic of Vanuatu and Solomon Islands as [HO
Members will increase our full Membership to 10, which is a very good outcome for our
region as it also strengthens our ability to influence IHO matters that are of interest to us. I
therefore invite the full Members of SWPHC to support our regional neighbours and
colleagues, as outlined in the respective Circular Letters, as they seek to realise a major
hydrographic milestone.

I hope that during the 14® SWPHC Meeting in New Caledonia in November 2016 we
can all welcome Republic of Vanuatu and Solomeon Islands as full Members of the SWPHC.

Yours sincerely,

R Ey
Yh
Commodore Brett Brace, RAN

Hydrographer of Australia
Chair of SWPHC

U3 September 2015
Enclosures:

IHO CL 32/2015
IHO CL 62/2015
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CIRCULAR LETTER 32/2015
13 April 2015

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE THO
FROM THE REPUBLIC OF MALTA AND THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

Dear Hydrographer,

1. The Directing Committee is pleased to announce that applications for membership of the
International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) have recently been received by the Government of the
Principality of Monaco from the Governments of the Republic of Malta and the Republic of Vanuatu.

2. The Government of the Principality of Monaco, as Depositary for the Convention on the IHO,
has initiated action to obtain the approval of the Member Governments of the IHO, in accordance with
Article XX of the Convention on the IHO. This means that the Government of Monaco will contact all
eligible Governments of the Member States of the IHO through formal diplomatic channels seeking
approval for Malta and Vanuatu to become members of the IHO. A copy of the diplomatic request will
be provided separately to Hydrographers for ease of reference.

3. In accordance with the number of Member States eligible to vote on the date of Malta’s
application, with three States currently suspended (Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominican
Republic and Serbia), the approval of 53 Member States will be required

4. In the case of Vanuatu, the total number of Member States eligible to vote on the date of
application includes the two new Member States, Georgia and Viet Nam, which results in 54 approvals
being required.

5. IHO Member States that have ratified the Protocol of Amendments to the Convention on the
IHO and those that have joined recently are reminded that the Protocol that they have already
approved, but has yet to enter into force, includes a provision under which the application of any
Member State of the United Nations, such as Malta and Vanuatu, would in future be automatic and not
require the approval process described above. In that context, and as a logical consequence, the
Directing Committee anticipates that those States that have already approved the Protocol of
Amendments will be able to speedily approve the current applications of Malta and Vanuatu.

6. You are kindly requested to contact the appropriate officials in your Government with the
responsibility for considering the approval of requests for membership of the IHO and to urge them to
take action as soon as possible. If your Government approves these applications for membership of the
IHO, the official notification should be sent directly to the Government of Monaco through the
appropriate diplomatic channels with a copy of such notification being sent to the Bureau.

On behalf of the Directing Committee
Yours sincerely,

L

Robert WARD
President
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CIRCULAR LETTER 62/2015
26 August 2015

REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO AND THE SOLOMON ISLANDS
- APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE IHO

Dear Hydrographer,

1 The Directing Committee is pleased to announce that applications for membership of the
International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) have been received by the Government of the
Principality of Monaco from the Governments of the Republic of the Congo and the Solomon Islands.

2. The Government of the Principality of Monaco, as Depositary for the Convention on the IHO,
has initiated action to obtain the approval of the Member Governments of the IHO, in accordance with
Article XX of the Convention on the IHO. This means that the Government of Monaco will contact all
eligible Governments of the Member States of the IHO through formal diplomatic channels seeking
approval for the Republic of Congo and the Solomon Islands to become members of the IHO. A copy
of the diplomatic request will be provided separately to Hydrographers for ease of reference.

3. In accordance with the number of Member States eligible to vote on the dates of these two
applications, with three States currently suspended (Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominican
Republic and Serbia), the approval of 55 Member States will be required.

4. IHO Member States that have ratified the Protocol of Amendments to the Convention on the
IHO and those that have joined recently are reminded that the Protocol that they have already approved,
but has yet to enter into force, includes a provision under which the application of any Member State of
the United Nations, such as the Republic of the Congo and the Solomon Islands, would in future be
automatic and not require the approval process described above. In that context, and as a logical
consequence, the Directing Committee anticipates that those States that have already approved the
Protocol of Amendments will be able to speedily approve the current applications of Congo and the
Solomon Islands.

5. You are kindly requested to contact the appropriate officials in your Government with the
responsibility for considering the approval of requests for membership of the IHO and to urge them to
take action as soon as possible. If your Government approves these applications for membership of the
IHO, the official notification should be sent directly to the Government of Monaco through the
appropriate diplomatic channels with a copy of such notification being sent to the Bureau.

On behalf of the Directing Committee
Yours sincerely,

L

Robert WARD
President
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