
IHO-EU NETWORK WORKING GROUP 
 

Terms of Reference 
 

References: 
- 5th IRCC meeting (Wollongong, June 2013), Decision 14 and Action IRCC5/30 
- IRCC CL 04/2014 dated 24 March 
 
1.  Objectives 

 
a. Identify EU activities and processes on matters of interest to Hydrographic Offices (HOs). 
 
b. Establish a common understanding of the issues when possible. 
 
c. Consider and propose the ways and channels to interface with EU policies, activities and 

processes (mechanisms) through Regional Hydrographic Commissions (RHCs) initiatives, 
through the IRCC or through the IHO in general.  

 
d. Facilitate common actions of HOs related to EU programmes. 
 
e. Liaise with relevant Hydrographic Services and Standards Committee (HSSC) WGs for 

technical matters (e.g. standardization). 
 

f. Advise IRCC on the impact of EU policies, activities and processes in the maritime domain on 
the IHO programme of work. 

 
2. Authority  
 

This WG is a subsidiary of the Inter-Regional Coordination Committee (IRCC). Its work is 
subject to IRCC approval. 
 

3. Procedures  
 

a. The WG will work mainly by correspondence and its Chair will report on its findings and 
recommendations at each IRCC meeting. 
 

b. A representative from a RHC will act as a focal point for the RHC, i.e.:  
- informing in due time other members on the RHC of IHO-EU relations that are of interest for 
the RHC and for its members.  
- bringing to the WG awareness of specific regional aspects and projects, of interest to the 
IHO-EU relationship. 
- reporting to the RHC meeting. 
 

c. The WG should organize meetings with the EC representatives for mutual information and 
discussion on matters of common interest for IHO MS and EC. 
 

d. Decisions of the WG shall be made by its full members’ consensus. 
 

e. Working language will be English. Other working languages can be chosen from the working 
languages of the RHC with EU/EEA member States when accepted by consensus. 

 
4. Composition and Chairmanship  
 



a. The IHO-EU Network WG shall be composed of a representative from each RHC of which at 
least one EU/EEA Member State (MS) is a member. It is recommended that this representative 
be from an IHO MS from the EU/EEA. 
 

b. Other RHCs or any IHO MS may be represented in the WG as associate members. 
 

c. The Chair shall be a representative from RHCs with EU/EEA Member States and shall be 
elected by vote of the full members of the WG, for a period of three years. 
 

d. The WG shall include observers, as selected by the IRCC, and an observer from the IHB. 
 

e.  Expert contributors may participate in the work of the WG at the invitation of the Chair. 
 


